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Recording
artist visits
hometown

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Colby got avisit from awell-
known former resident on Tues-
day. Christian Recording artist
Mark Schultz, who now resides
in Nashville, Tenn., wasin town
with a videographer to record
footagefor anupcoming project.
Schultz graduated from Colby
High School in 1989.

Accompaniedby director/pro-
ducer Ken Carpenter and cam-
eraman Graham Fisher, Schultz
said hewasrecordingfootagefor
aDVD comingout later thisyear
for his album “The Stories Be-
hind the Songs.”

He said the idea also came
about because he also just wrote
abook by the sametitle.

Schultz said peopleknow he's
from Colby and he also talks
about it at hisconcerts. Fot those
reasons, hesaid he decidedtoin-
corporate the community in a
unique way.

“How cool wouldthat beto get
my hometown inthe DVD?’ he
said.

Footage was also slated to be
shotin Salina, Hutchinson, Kan-
sas State University in Manhat-
tan, Kansas City and also in
Nashvillelater thisweek during
arecording session.

Some of the footage will also
beshownduringaliveconcertin
Chicago in upcoming months.

Schultz visited his old house
and other sites around the com-
munity.

He said they were only going
tobeinColby for afew hoursbut
managed to stay alittle longer
because he kept running into
people he knew.

DVD director/producer Ken Carpenter, Colby Visitors Bureau director Leilani Thomas and Nash-
ville recording artist Mark Schultz visited during Schultz’s return to Colby Tuesday. Schultz was in
town with a cameraman and Carpenter to record video footage for an upcoming DVD that will in-

corporate places where Schultz grew up in Colby.

He will also be coming back to
Colby onAug. 11 foraconcertatthe
Colby Community Building.

Schultz said it will be his first
concert at home.
He said all of his performances
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are“fun” but thisonewill bespe-
cial becauseitwill beanaudience
of people heknows.

Four area hospitals have money stolen

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Someone broke into one of the
businessofficesat Colby’shospital
early Sunday evening, stealing
money and checks, said Gary Shull,
policeinvestigator.

Similar types of thefts also oc-
curred on Sunday and early Mon-
day morning at hospital business
offices in Oakley, WaK eeney and
Goodland.

In the case of Citizens Medical
Center, he said, the front door was
still open because the theft hap-
pened between 6 and 8 p.m., which
isstill during visiting hours. How-
ever,thesamewasn’t sointheother
threelocations.

“Apparently the theft at Wa-

It appears (whoever stole the money
and checks)was traveling northeast across
thehospital parking lotwhiletearing open en-

velopes...”

Janice McCart ,chief executive officer

Citizens Medical Center

K eeney’ shospital happened some-
time between 2 and 3 am., Mon-
day,” hesaid.

Authorities in WaKeeney are
speculating that whoever stole the
money was passing through the
area, but it was unclear what order
thefacilitieswere hit.

Shull said that police in Trego
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Good chance for moisture

Tonight...Cloudy. Chanceof rain showersearly. Then chance of
rainand snow after midnight. L owsinthemid 30s. Northwinds 10
to 20 mph. Chanceof precipitation 50 percent. Thur sday...Breezy.
Mostly cloudy. Chance of rain showers and snow early in the
morning...Then chance of rain showersin the afternoon. Highsin
the mid 40sto around 50. North winds 15 to 25 mph with guststo
40 mph. Chance of precipitation 30 percent. Thursday
night...Clear. Lowsintheupper 20stoaround 30. Northwest winds
10to 15 mph. Gustsup to 30 mphintheevening. Friday...Sunny.
Highsinthelower 60s. West winds 5 to 10 mph.

Recordsfor thisdate, 91in 1943 and -4 in 1987
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 am. today, 0.00
Precipitation for month to date: 0.74

Snowfall for month to date: 1 inch

The forecast is from the National Weather Service, and other
numbers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast updated throughout theday isavailable
by calling (785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by

County have some possible leads,
but as of today no arrests were
made.

AsfortheCol by theft, theamount
of cashtakenwasundeterminedand
Shull said that whoever took the
money left atrail of checks clear
acrossCollegeDriveandinditches
near theresidential areaof Summer

Sun. Janice McCart, chief execu-
tive officer at Citizens Medical
Center, said the checks recovered
were not from patients, but rather
employeeswho hadwrittenthemto
the dietary department for meals.

“It appears (whoever stole the
money and checks) was traveling
northeast across the hospital park-
inglotwhiletearing openenvelopes
and when it was discovered no
money was inside,” McCart said,
“checkswere either tornin half or
wadded up.”

M cCart said that sincethechecks
recovered were from employees
only, patients making payments
were not affected.

Theinvestigation is continuing,
Shull said today.

Oakley resident
takes agreement

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

GOVE — An Oakley man has
enteredayear-longdiversionagree-
ment for vehicular homicideforthe
death of an Oakley teenager two
yearsago.

BlakeN. Pilkington, 21, on Tues-
day pleaded guilty in Gove County
District Court to atraffic violation
of driving too fast for surrounding
conditionson Gove County Road S
at 3:45 am. on Jan. 5, 2003, and
having an accident.

That accident claimed thelife of
Cody M. Wilson, 18, of Oakley.

Pilkington was originally
charged with four felonies, three
misdemeanorsand two traffic vio-
lations, with charges being filed
only weeks before the statute of
l[imitations ran out on Jan. 5. Gove
County Sheriff Alan Weber said at
the time charges were filed they
weresolonginbeingfiled because
hehad“ just laid (the case) down.”

Aspart of apleaagreement, Gove
County Attorney Mark Schmeidler,
Quinter, dismissed all the charges
against Pilkington except for the
traffic violation. He amended the
felony involuntary manslaughter
charge down to misdemeanor ve-
hicular homicide.

Pilkington sat quietly beside his
attorney, Ronald S. Shalz, Colby, as
SchmeidlertoldDistrict Magistrate
Judge Barbara Werner about the
pleaagreement.

“The blood alcohol content of
Mr. Pilkingtonwould probably not
support afull DUI in count one or
count two, and the statemany have
trouble proving it so the state i<
amending count one to vehicular
homicide,” Schmeidler said.

Schmeidler said Pilkington’s
blood al cohol was* greater than .02
but lessthan 0.8.”

State law sets the legal limit of
alcohol intheblood at 0.8.

Terms of the agreement require
Pilkington to attend the six-week
long Primefor Life Under 21 alco-
hol program at the Regional Pre-
vention Center of Northwest Kan-
sasin Colby, or an equivalent pro-
gram in Manhattan where heis
student at Kansas State University.

Pilkingtonisalso to pay adiver-
sion fee of $120, a docket fee of
$152, aprocessingfeeof $45, afine
of $200, and acommunity restitu-
tion fee of $1,000.

Thecommunity restitutionfeeis
to be paid through the clerk of the

See “COURT” Page 3

Mother, sister read
Impact statements

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

GOV E — The mother and sister
of an Oakley teenkilledinacar ac-
cident morethantwoyearsagogave
impact statementsduring ahearing
in Gove County District Court on
Tuesday.

Janet Wilsonand AmandaScully,
both of Garden City, told Blake N.
Pilkington, 21, they did not want
himtogotojail forkillingtheir son
and brother.

“Blake, it'sbeentwoyearssince
I’ve seen you and it’s been pretty
nice to be free, hasn't it? | think
thesechargesaretoolight,” Wilson
said.

Wilson is the mother of the late
Cody M. Wilson, 18, killedinacar
accident at 3:45 a.m. on Jan. 5,
2003.

Pilkington rolled the car he was
driving just east of Oakley, killing
Wilson, and injuring Casey L.
Anderson, 17 at thetime. Othersin
the accident, but not seriously in-
jured, were Jeffrey C. Dennis, then
15, Robert D. Dennis, then 17, and
Kyle A. Kersenbrock, 18 at the
time.

“1"ve been cheated so much. My
ex-husband says he’s been de-
pressed, but my life has stopped,”
Janet Wilson said. Cody Wilson
would have celebrated his 21st
birthday on March 6.

Pilkington entered a plea agree-
ment pleading guilty toatrafficvio-
lation of driving too fast for road
conditionsand entered ayear-long
diversion for vehicular homicide
for Cody Wilson’sdeath.

Pilkington's attorney, Ronal o
Shalz, Colby, said he wanted the
familiesinvolved to know the plez
agreement his client entered hac
consumed agreat deal of time anc
negotiation.

“We didn’t come to this agree-
ment lightly. The perfect situation
would be to bring Cody back, but
wecan't dothat,” Shalz said.

Janet Wilson said she thinks
Pilkington should be required to
give moretalks to teenagers about
the effects of drinking and driving
than the one required as part of the
pleaagreement.

“l wantyoutofeel thisevery day.

See “STATEMENT” Page 3

Indonesian rescuers digging through rubble

GUNUNG INDONESIA (AP)
— Indonesians searched through
smoldering rubblefor survivorson
Niasisland Tuesday and relatives
wept over the bodies of the dead
after an 8.7-magnitude earthquake
hammered the region, triggering a
tsunami scare and killing at least
330 people.

Someofficialssaidthedeathtoll

couldriseashigh as 2,000.

U.N. and other relief agencies
rushed to ferry aid supplies to the
island, which bore the brunt of the
quake almost three months to the
day after an even bigger temblor
nearby sent waves crashing into
coastlines around the Indian
Ocean'srim, killingat least 174,000
people.

Fears of asecond tsunami faded
Tuesday when seasfailedtoriseup
in the hours after the overnight
guake, but at least 13 aftershocks
between magnitudes 5.0 and 6.1
kept nervousness high.

In Gunung Sitoli, the biggest
townontheisland of some 600,000
people, areporter saw many resi-
dents huddled around candles out-

side their homes, too fearful tc
spend the night indoors after the
aftershocksthat set somebuildings
swaying.

Inthelatest aftershock, amagni-
tude5.8temblor hit off Indonesia’s
coast at 1:22 p.m. and wascenterec
217 milessouth-southeast of Bande
Aceh, according to Hong Kong
seismologists.
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or the Colby Recreation Department at 460-4440.

Preschool enrollment-open house Tuesday

Anenrollment-open housefor the2005-06 school year at Puddie Duck
Preschool, 520 W. 5th, Colby, will be held Tuesday, April 5, from 4to 6
p.m. Puddle Duck preschool isfor 3to5year-old children. For informa-
tion, call Amy Jennings, director, at 460-2603.

‘Bowl for Kids Sake’ still needs teams
TheThomasCounty Big BrothersBig Sistersgroup will be participat-
inginthe“Bowl for Kids Sake,” Saturday and Sunday, April 9-10 at the
Colby Bow! and Fun Center, 1175 S. Range. Teams consisting of four to
five peoplearestill forming for the event. Questions, call 460-9125.

After school program registration ongoing
An after school program isbeing held from 4-5:30 p.m. each Tuesday
and Thursday until the end of April at the Colby Community Building.
Snacksand activitiesare provided and the event isfree. The programis
being sponsored by the Thomas County | nteragency Coalition. For in-
formation or toregister, call theRegional Prevention Center at 462-8152

School board holding special meeting

The Colby School Board isholding aspecial board meeting Saturday
at 9 am. inthe Colby High School CommonsArea. The purpose of the
meeting isto interview high school principal candidates.

‘Spring Social’ planned in Selden

TheSacred Heart Catholic Church, Selden, ishavinga“ Spring Social”
on Sunday, starting at 4 p.m. Featured activitiesincludeaWhite El ephant
Auction, gamesfor children, food, drinksand more. Everyoneisinvitec

to attend.

Spaghetti fund raiser scheduled

TheColby Community Buildingwill bethesiteof aspaghetti fundraiser
on Sunday, April 3for Kristin Rathbun, the daughter of Fred and Marvie
Miller of Colby, whoisbattling cancer. The spaghetti lunchwill begin at
11:30 am. and will include salad, bread and dessert in addition to spa-
ghetti. A freewill offering will be appreciated.
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