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Teacher fightsill-mannered students

DEARABBY: | work as atea-
cher’'saideat aprivatereligiousel-
ementary school. You would think
the children here would be better
mannered than most; however, |
haven’t found that to betrue.

Rarely do | ever hear a*“please”
or “thank you.” The other teachers
and| politely remind thestudentsto
say both “please” and “thank you,”
but thelessonnever seemstosinkin.
The children tell us their parents
don'trequiresuchthingsat home, so
they shouldn’t haveto say “ please”
and “thank you” or even “excuse
me” at school. We have talked to
these parents, and they side with
their children. What elsecanwedo?

— STUNNED IN SACRA-
MENTO

DEAR STUNNED: What else
can you do? Talk to thechildren
intermsof their own self-interest.

Tell them that words like
“please,” “thank you” and “ ex-
cuse me” are magic words with
great power. People who hear
them arefar moreinclined to ac-
commaodate the per son who uses
these words than someone who
doesn’t.

Parentswho fail to teach their
children basic good mannersdo
their children agravedisservice,
because good manners and re-
spect for othersare essential for
Success.

DEARABBY: My sister and her
family live in the Southwest. | live
in North Carolina. Ever sincetheir
childrenwereborn, | havesentthem
money for birthdaysandfor theholi-
days. My husband and | were not
blessed with children of our own.
The adults in the family exchange
cards, but not gifts.

We have decided that when the
niecesand nephewsreachtheageof
18, we would like to stop sending
them money. We are not terribly
close, but | don’t want to hurt
anyone'sfeelings. My nephew will
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soon be 18. Any suggestions?
—AUNTMOLLY

DEARAUNTMOLLY: Itisnot
uncommon to stop sending gifts
when younger relatives reach
adulthood. Look at it thisway:
Gift-giving puts a burden on
young people, too, because they
often can’t afford toreciprocate,
ortheyaren’'t particularly closeto
thesender.

Send your nephew anicecard
for hisbirthday. And at holiday
time, send onegift —such asfruit
or flowers—for theentirefamily
to enjoy.

DEARABBY: | ama29-year-old
womanwhowantsvery muchtoget
married. | have been dating awon-
derful manwhowantsto marry me.
I’ll call him*Byron.” Byronisintel-
ligent, kind, generous, comesfrom
the same background | do, and
sharesmy values. Inshort, heisab-
solutely everything | have ever
dreamed of in a husband. He's not
bad-looking, either.

Theonly problemis| feel very
littlephysical attractiontohim. Itis
not Byron'sfault; thechemistry just
isn'trealy there.

| am very confused. Part of me
reasonsthat physical passiontends
tofadeover theyearsanyway, and |
wouldbecrazy topassupamanwho
has so much else to offer. Another
part of me feelsthat I'm not really
inlovewith Byron, soitwould bea
mistaketo marry him.

What should | do? Please hurry
your reply — he iswaiting for an
answer.

— CONFUSED IN CAM-
BRIDGE, MASS.

DEAR CONFUSED: Before
you discard aman who hasall of
theattributesyou describe, | sug-
gestyouask himtowait just alittle
longer. You could benefit greatly
by talking thisout with acounse-
lor who, in anonjudgmental and
unbiased way, can help you toor-
ganizeyour priorities.

DEARABBY:Weall hearthatit's
hard work maintaining agood mar-
riage or parenting an adol escent.
However, really small but loving
gesturesoften havethemostimpact.

My collegeroommate’sfather i
awonderful exampleof that. Every
night at the dinner table, he thanks
hiswifeforthemeal shejust served.
And every night at bedtime, he
kisses the back of his daughter’s
hand and tells her that helovesher.

Isit any wonder that their family
doesn’'t complain of feeling unap-
preciated or unloved? | feel privi-
leged to be a part of their “second
family.”

— PRIVILEGED IN BALTI-
MORE

DEAR PRIVILEGED: The
gesturesyou have described are
not “small.” They areimportant
messages that spouses and chil-
dren need to hear. Yes, actions
speak louder than words— and
expressionsof affection and gr ati-
tudedonooneany goodifthey're
hoar ded.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
Dear Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440,
LosAngeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

[ HOPE YOU LIKE FREE-RANGE THAT'S WHERE THE KIDS ARE HAVING W ‘ H THIS 1S 5O East dealer.
CHICKEN .| THEIR CHEESEBURGERS, PIZZA AND EMBARRASSING... Neither side vulnerable.
R N 5 ¢
\Ir' “c;; = “ ' ) IFR g 1 DON'T MIND, NORTH
5 & Y — ¢ AS LONG AS AATBA4
g HE'S HAPPY YK 7
¢ ®AT4
SdAQT2
WEST EAST
. #9032 107
s ¥109653 YAQS
3 ®K?2 €QJ965
H 653 %J 109
- SOUTH
Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker *KQ65
THIS JOB THAT'S NOT ¢| THERE! :“{g' 82 3
ETINKS/! THE RIGHT (| THATS T LOVE
ATTITUDE, £{ BETTER! THIS WORK g *K 84
BEETLE |z 2 ‘ p The bidding:
g : ‘ East South  West North
3 s Pass Pass Pass 1 &
E :; 1 & 1 & Pass 4 & ©2005 Bil Keane, Inc.
§ g Opening lead — king of diamonds. W TlycH s com
: FamousHand “Mrs. Clarke wants us to sit up
> o . H H H H 7
: Sometimes abit of knowledge about prob- ~ Straight — like an ‘L.’ How’s this?
BRE S 8 abilitiescan beadangerousthing, asevidenced
] ] by thisdeal fromanearly-roundmatchbetween Crossword
Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott the United States and Denmark at the 1993  Across 39 Deuter-  DOWN 23 Marry
" World Team Champi onship. 1 “— good onomy 1 Remove 25 Year-
BuT TLL LOVE U EVEN MORE When a Danish pair held the North-South deed” preceder 2 Evan- end
JUST THEW WHENTWREJUGTWEWM d heShaltzb hedecl f 4 Beast of 41 Handy gelist celebra-
A AE. MIRE GOINGTOBE. cards, Dorthe . t.Z ecamethedeclarer at four burden 43 Sticky Roberts tion
y spades on the bidding shown. 7 Equitable stuff 3 Frizzy 26 Pinoc-
é ‘ Shaltz won West’'s ki ng_of-diarnonds lead 11 “Carmirla 44 Sooﬁ. hz_airstyle qhio, at
with the ace, drew trumps and led the eight of E(‘jr:f;(fser 46 Bullwinkle 4 fa'fgef oy pmes
: clubs to the queen, on which East, Bobby 13 Mischief- 50 Lima’s 5 Air 28 Suitor
! Levin, droppedtheten. Declarer returnedaclub maker land pollutant 29 Some
toherkingasLevinfollowedwiththejack. 1700, 9352 below 6 Backe retriovers
: Shaltz was now at the crossroads. If she 15 Gambling 55 Piquancy 7 Liquor 30 Longing
guessed the club position correctly, she could game 56 Bar quantity 31 Skedad-
discard adiamond onthefourthclubandlose  1© 'l\j"i'gsy,s S7viamin 8 Com- - __de
at most two hearts and adiamond. pronoun 58 Model 9 “—bel” 38 Actress
, Relying on the principle of “restricted 17 Crease Mac- 10 Blushing Mc-
3 I SEE YOU'RE WERE YOU choice.” aswell as her knowledge f h 18 Mill Pherson 12 Picnic Clanahan
i THINKING OF TAKING ) ge from the , -
s UP THE PIANO AGAIN. N oD bidding that East started with at least fivedia-  5q gﬂtﬂﬁe,_ %9 if,cﬁrsys've 19 Pé)lc',day a0 :;’3;23
§ A monds, Shaltz elected to play East for the time pest 60 Fresh team!” 42 Memorize
z : o doubleton J-10 of clubs. 22 Uncivi- 61 Archery- 21 Pac. 45 Carnival
s = . lized bow counter- attraction
i Accordlngly_, she Ieo! a cIub_to theseven, 54 Gas wood part 47 Depend
3 whereupon Levinwonwiththenineand cashed COMpo-  Solution time: 24 mins. (on)
% two diamonds and the ace of hearts for down 28 gaelfl‘(ti . lR[ [s[TRwIA[CIE[oJ 48 Sc')'r':]gean’s
. B|R|O|N|C|O AIM|U|S|EIS
;é one. . and on L{O[OIKIUIP g ClOIOIKIUIP] 49 Agonize
3 Attheother table, theopponentsweresilent 32 Comedian (A7 | L K S Bl C L (over)
g throughout, and Mike Becker and Ron Rubin - Anderson [ ol olel| 50 Paid
. . r
EjeaThed three notrump with Rubin, North, as 55 £ sre qt“lﬂ EmEHGE ;bf oM 51 D o
- eclarer. sound- 52 Drilling
Cryptoquip East led the diamond queen, ducked all ~_ track  [u[olol iU - IolK[oE|  equip-
THANK YOU FOR around, and continued adiamond to West's 3¢ 1mPerec: it ISR 54 morcics
king,whichasoheld. Westreturnedalowheart 37 petest Saturday’s answer 4-4 field
READING THE LWR DMNRT DRGRDRR toEast’squeen, andEastrevertedtodiamonds, [z |z 8 [o [0
AT driving out the ace.
Rubin cashed four spades, East discarding a
KRIJSQ GMIJWLMQ . damondandaheart, andthen had to confront
theclubs.

He cashed the club ace, also taking care to
unblock the eight, and led a club to the king,
noting thefall of East’sclubs.

After much thought, Rubinled theclubfour
and, whenWest followedlow, a sofinessedthe
seven!

East won and cashed hisremaining diamond
andtheheart acefor atwo-trick setanda2-IMP
gain for Denmark.

Tomorrow: Bridgeisalogical game.
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE THE MASSEUE
WAS HARDLY MAKING ENOUGH MONEY, HE
KNEADED SOME NEW CLIENTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals R
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