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Monday’s
Salute

s OB

VNick Wells—andthe Col by CollegeEndowmentAs-
sociationfor still another successful scholarshipauction.
“The Orient Express’ redlly delivered!

VVoter s— don’t forget to do your thing Tuesday.

VMark Schultz— onyour visit back to the old home-
town.

V“Walk Kansas® Participants — on your self-im-
posed dedication for aworthy cause— your health.

VRhondaRiedel — for your work in hel ping organize
the*“Memory Walk for Alzheimer’s’ which wasa Satur-
day eventin Colby.

VTo You — if you heed the call to help deliver Meals
onWhesl s(contact DonnaSchielkeat the Senior Progress
Center 460-2901).

vVDoug M usick — for theinteresting story you shared
with the Free Pressreaders.

VCourtney Ress— onyour exceptional showingatthe
recent state Technol ogy Student A ssociation conference.

VAII Poll Wor ker s— on your important and continu-
ing responsibility.

Thiscolumnis prepared each Monday morning by the
newspaper 's publisher. Your input of anameor namesis
solicited. Smply e-mail td@nwkansas.com, call the of-
ficeat 462-3963, fax 462-7749 or dropin. - td

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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UNFORTUNATELY, THE WMD INTEL
WAS “DEAD WRONG™..

FORTUNATELY, BUSH’s PLAN To
INVADE \RAQ DipNtT INVOLVE
INTELLIGENCE.
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Irag hastaken aback seat to other newslately
but I know it’s not far from the minds of many.
But what may have been forgotten iswhat lies
under Iraq'sdesertsanditisn’t just ail.

The war on terrorism is growing strong but
what people might not know isthere’ saconflict
raging on aglobal scalethat originated in Irag.

I’mnot talking about war onterrorism. Instead,
it'sthefight to stop international trafficking of
stolen artifacts and the looting of some of the
oldest cultural sitesintheworldthat had themis-
fortune of ending up inside the borders of what
becamelrag.

Looting for valuables during war is nothing
new but the solidarity in theinternational com-
munity on the Irag situation is, | think, unique.
I’ve never heard of countries banding together
soquickly toprotect acountry’scultural heritage.

On the other hand, why didn’t they do thisa
long time ago in other situations?

Iraq was also the crescent of civilization with
theTigris-Euphratesriver valley, thefabled Gar-
den of Eden.

The country has many archaeological sites,
many biblical, and Iraqgwasknownintheancient
world as Babylon. It was the home of King
Nebuchadnezzar and his hanging gardens of
Babylon.

The country also has Ur of the Chaldees, one
of the better-known sites, which was the cem-
etery of theroyal families of Mesopotamiadis-
covered by Sir Leonard Woolley in 1922

| know people could say who cares? That it's
just Iraqi history and culture that’'s being de-
stroyed.

| begto differ.

Oneof thefirst signsinthe past few yearsthat
something was up in the Middle and Near East
should’ ve been the Taliban-ordered destruction
of two statues of Buddhain Afghanistan.

InMarch, 2001 (BBC Newssite), theBamiyan
Buddhasweredestroyed by the Talibanwhowas

Monkeyi

| attended aseminar in Scott City with Dr. Bert
Thompsonontheevolution/creationdebate. Dr.
Thompson has a Ph.D. in microbiology and
taught at TexasA& M before becoming the ex-
ecutive director of Apologetics Pressin Mont-
gomery, Ala.

Dr. Thompson is a'so a creationist who be-
lievesthesix daysin Genesiswere exactly that
— six days.

No, I’'m not going to try to prove creation. It
would take morethan this 650-word column to
present the evidence properly. Nor am | going
to claim one can provethe God of the Bible ex-
istswithout using the Bible.

The points| want to make aretwofold.

First, the evolution/creation debate is both a
scientificand philosophical disputeandit prop-
erly belongsintherealmsof scienceand philoso-
phy. Second, itisadebatewe should be having.

While thereis scientific evidence for evolu-
tionary theory, much of it is also evidence for
creation.

Human footprints that in places dated so far
back that no humansshould exist and prehistoric
creatureswhichshouldbemillionsof yearsol der
than the fossilized human footprintsin which
they are embedded lead us to believe perhaps
evolutionary theory has some serious kinksin
it.

No, they don’t provecreation, either, butitis
aplausible explanation and deservesahearing.

Someclaimteaching creationallowsreligion
to supplant science. Otherssay thereisroomin
Christianity for evolutionand creation. Bothare
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still in power at the time. They felt the statues
were"“detrimental” to |slam so they blew them
up.

Artifacts more than 1,500-years-old were
destroyed because of one group’s fanatical
views. In modern times, one would think most
peoplewould consider such behavior barbaric.

Afghanistan oncehad ahealthy, thriving Bud-
dhi st popul ation sometimeinthepast. Howlong
ago doesn’t matter but what isthe issue isthat
peoplewill nolonger beabletolearn about that
history because of one group’sfanatical bent.

Inlrag, thenational museuminBaghdadwas
sacked during the first days of the invasion,
prompting aninternational symposiumthatin-
cluded theAmerican Archaeological Institute.

Now, thereisan effort to stop the sale of arti-
facts and other cultural items internationally,
which isaproblem world-wide and not just in
Irag.

Theology ashistory isal soanearly-forgotten
problemin Indiaand hasthe potential to cause
trouble elsewhere.

Thedisputed location of aHindu temple and
anMuslimmosguein Indiahasnearly beenthe
causeof armed hostilitiesinthe past two years.
They’ ve been trying to figure out who built on
thesitefirst.

Archaeol ogistsworkingonthecasehavebeen
reluctanttogiveeither sideanadvantageandthe
work goeson.

Somecountriesthat wereonceculturally and
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Jay Kelley

® Speaking
MyMind

wrong.

Creation theory doesn’'t have to be about re-
ligionand evolutionary theory canbeareligion.
I’ ve read books by men who were agnostic at
best who couldn’t accept evolutionary theory
becauseit can’t account for thingslikeirreduc-
ible complexity.

As for the philosophical debate, some say
Christianity has room for evolution, but that
opens awhole new can of worms. You see, six
literal days of creation are not only found in
Genesis, but also in the reason for the Sabbath
of Exodus. Even Jesus accepted creationin six
literal daysasfact.

If those writerswerewrong, what other mis-
takesdidthey make?1f wecannottrustthewhole
Bible, how can wetrust any of it? Fortunately,
wehaveaplethoraof texts—all of whicharein
agreement on all but the minutest scribal slips
and can safely say that the Biblehasheen passed
down entirely intact and inerrant.

We can also make a case for the accuracy of
theBibleingeography, medical scienceand his-
tory. Whileit wasnot written for the purpose of

e hear little about

historically non-l1slamichavenow becomepre-
dominantly Islamic in faith, which in some
caseshasaffected accesstoimportant andwell -
known sites.

However, thereishope.

Egyptisacountry that haschanged over the
yearsbut despitepoalitics, cultureandreligion,
itisstill abletorecognizetheimportanceof its
past.

That progressiveattitudeisasignificant step
forward and agood examplefor other countries
to follow. They’re doing everything they can
to protect their heritage, a history that almost
everyone knows about because of the ancient
Egyptian mummies and giant monuments to
the dead.

Islaminitself isn’t aviolent or fundamental
religion. It'sonly theextremistswho makethe
headlines but it certainly seemsto have more
of them than the average faith.

Somepeoplearewillingto destroy anything
to get their way, including wiping out entire
culturesand histories.

It happened 60 yearsagowiththe Hol ocaust
during W.W.II.

As| said, thereis hope. Re-writing history
doesn’t do anyoneany good but right now, his-
tory isbeing madefor future generations.

| hopeonesmall legacy of thewar inlraqis
that it teaches peopl e that some good, ho mat-
ter how small, cancomeout of thedirest of situ-
ations.

And in Afghanistan, rumor hasit there are
still remnants of Buddhism, including alarge
statue of areclining Buddhathat wasfound.

It just goesto show thereis moreto history
on planet earth than we can ever hope to dis-
cover inour lifetimes.
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TishaCoxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

h science

teaching us such things, the Divine Inspiratior
of itsauthorshasbeen provenin eachand every
case wherethe evidence was presented.

Assuchit only makessensetotrustitin mat-
ters which have not yet been proven or ever
matters, such asthe origins of man, which may
never be proven.

Around 500 years ago, Galileo, Copernicus
and a host of others were persecuted because
their scientificdiscoveriesdidnotfitthereligior
of the day. Had the religionists of that time ac-
tually read theBible, however, they would have
found that many of the scientific discoverie
they weretryingto silencehad already beenre
vealed.

| saiah knew the earth wasround, Job knew i
was suspended in spaceand M osesknew it wa:
in nebular form before creation.

God prevailed in that earlier time using the
science He invented and others discovered
Much of theevolution/creationdebateissimply
another attempt to suppress scientific knowl-
edgewhich doesn’t fit apopular religion.

Onceagain, we have ascientific debate with
philosophical underpinningsand onceagainthe
philosophers are afraid of any science whick
doesn't fit their beliefs.

Thistime, however, the philosophy is callec
evolution.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i
jkelley@st-tel .net. Heisamember of the Col by
Free PressWriter's Club.
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Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

ALMOST AN APULT, AND
SHES NEVER BEEN INVOLVED
WTH PRUGS OR ALCOHOL
OR GOTTEN FREGNANT OR
INA CAR ACCIPENT, NOT

g EVEN ANY MA-
JO\K TATTO0S!
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