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Thomas County Undersheriff Jason Moses (middle) and Sheriff Mike Baughn(right) attended a workshop in Norton Thursday.

Jail care health topic of meeting

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

NORTON — Thomas County
officials are looking for away to
better provide health care to in-
mates at the county jail. Sheriff
MikeBaughnand Undersheriff Ja-
son Moseswereinterestedinideas
presented at a prescription drug
workshop at the “ Sharing Ap-
proaches that Work” forum in
Norton on Thursday.

Everything frominformationon
prescription drugs program for in-
mates to contracted health care
were discussed.

Baughn said they wanted to see
if thecounty commissionerswould
beinterested in aprescriptiondrug
cardfor county employeesandwere
a sotheretofind out moreabout the
contracted services.

He said sometimes when they
receiveabill for themedical trans-
port of aninmate, thereare charges
they aren’ t sureabout but with some
of the options presented at the fo-
rum, they would be ableto get ser-
vicesto helpthemfind outinforma-
tion they need.

They'realsointerestedinideasto
increasehealth careforinmatesbut
don’t want to be hasty in making
any decisions.

Kathleen Harnish-Doucet, of
Team Tech, Inc., whichisworking
with Gov. Kathleen Sebelius to
comeupwithwaysstateand county

It's quick and it’s easy. It's not a

difficult process.”

Viola Riggin,

Kansas University Physician’s Inc.

agencies can save money and not
duplicate services.

Shesaidtheideaspresented at the
forumweretogivecountiesoptions
onwhat’savailabletothem, options
which can save them money.

Harnish-Doucet said they
weren't giving a hard-sell on any-
thing, but merely giving out infor-
mation for them to consider.

Viola Riggin, senior contract
management consultant with Kan-
sasUniversity Physician’sInc. and
the Kansas Department of Correc-
tions Division in Topeka, gavethe
first presentation.

Sheexplained how the state gets
pharmaceuticals for inmatesin its
detention facilities.

In Dec., 2004, the state con-
tracted with Correct Care Solutions
to receive the necessary dental,
pharmacy, medical and mental
health servicesfor inmates.

The state has more than 9,000
inmates and spends more than
$4,000,000 a year on prescription
drugsalone.

“It has a huge health care bud-
get,” Rigginsaid.

They were looking for away to
savemoney andstill deliver thebest
services for their dollars. Anin-
house pharmacy was one option
looked at but the best proposal was
tocontract out for medical and phar-
macy services.

Now, the statewould liketo pass
along their savingsto countiesand
communities across the state by
offeringthemthechancetosaveon
prescription drugs for inmatesin
their jailsand detention centers.

Counties and communities
would only have to pay the acqui-
sition fees for the drugs, which is
about 51 percent of the normal
wholesale cost.

Rigginsaidit's“very cheap.”

Thedoctor prescribing drugsfor
inmateswould fax theprescription
toDiamond PharmaceuticalsinIn-
diana, Penn., whothensendsout the
medi cinethrough Federal Express.
Rigginsaid most would get thepre-
scriptionovernight— ablister pack

Bush offers new Social Security
plan with some benefit cuts

WASHINGTON (AP) — After
nearly 60 daysontheroad pitching
Social Security changes, President
Bushisofferinganew plantofixits
financesby cutting benefitsof more
prosperous future retirees. Demo-
cratsstill aren’'t buying it.

Inaprime-timenewsconference,
Bush refused to back off hisdesire
tocarveprivateretirement accounts
out of Social Security.

Democrats say those personal
accounts are a deal-breaker that
would keep most of them from sup-
porting Bush'srevisions.

Butfor thefirst timeheproposed
changes under which Social Secu-
rity checksfor low-incomeworkers
retiring in the future would grow
faster thanthosefor peoplewhoare
better off.

“By providing more generous
benefits for low-income retirees,
we' |l makethiscommitment: If you
work hard and pay into Social Se-
curity your entirelife, youwill not
retirein poverty,” Bush said.

The White House said Bush’'s
proposal could be accomplished
with a “sliding-scal e benefit for-

By providing more generous ben-
efits for low-income retirees .. .you will not

retirein poverty.”

President George Bush

mula.” That would mean lower So-
cial Security payments for future
middle and upper-incomeretirees
than they are currently guaranteed
—afact Bushhimself did not men-
tion in his 60-minute session with
reporters.

Bush’s plan immediately drew
renewed irefrom Democrats.

Bush would “gut benefits for
middle-class families,” House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
and Senate Democratic Leader
Harry Reid saidinajoint statement.

They reiterated their opposition
to Bush’s desire to let younger
workersdivert someof their Social
Security taxesinto personal retire-
ment accounts.

“All the president did was con-

firm that he will pay for his risky
privatizationschemeby cuttingthe
benefits of middle-class seniors,”
Pelosi and Reid said.

Bush held hisfirst prime-time
televised newsconferenceinmore
thanayear ashe scramblesto gen-
erate momentum for his stalled
Social Security plans and to calm
anger over $2-a-gallon gasoline
prices.

Those two issues have dragged
down hisapproval ratings down.

He discussed major foreign
policy challenges, the troubled
nomination of John Bolton to be
U.N. ambassador and his quest to
get Senate votes on some of his
controversial nomineesfor thefed-
eral bench.

with the drugs and instructions on
how to take them.

“It'squick andit'seasy,” Riggin
said.

“It'snot adifficult process.”

She said it offers continuity be-
tween counties, savesmoney andis
asafeway to deliver medication.

Medical suppliesfor county hos-
pitals and emergency medical ser-
vicescana sobepurchasedthrough
the same service.

Twenty-fivecountiesareaready
involvedand RigginsaidAtchison,
Salineand Wyandotte countiesare
just afew that havehad successwith
the program.

Shealsotalked about abulk pur-
chase plan that would require the
services of alocal pharmacist to
house and dispense the drugs.

Anexamplewouldbethecounty
hospital wouldbuy thedrugsinbulk
for the county detention center.
When needed, thehospital pharma-
cist would then send over the nec-
essary medicine.

If thehospital doesn’t haveanin-
house pharmacist, thedrugswould
betakentoalocal pharmacy where
they would be housed and dis-
pensed.

Thepharmacist wouldreceivean
administrativefeefortheir services.

Riggin said it works well for
municipalities that need to buy
drugsinbulk andagain, offerssome
savings.

Microbiology,
genetics teacher
resigns position

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor
A specia meeting of the Colby
Collegeboard of
trustees was
held Thursday
for the purpose
of accepting
long-time in-
structor Vernon
Wranosky’sres-

ignation. :
Since the -
trusteesconvene V- Wranosky

only once a
monthandtheir next meetingwould
not be held until mid-May, the de-
cisionwasto meet thisweek so ad-
ministrative officials could begin
the search for areplacement.

Wranosky’s resignation will be
effective at the end of the school
year, Dr. Mikel Ary, college presi-
dent said. During his tenure at the
college, Wranosky taught biology,
microbiol ogy and genetics. Hewas
also chairman of the National and
Applied Sciences Division, Ary
said.

Prior to his teaching career at
Colby College, which began in

August of 1971, Wranosky taught
oneyear at North Platte Community
College, North Platte, Neb.

His undergraduate and graduate
degrees are from the University of
Nebraska at Kearney, said Debbie
Schwanke, public information of-
ficer. He also attended the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Lincoln anc
Fairbury Community College.

Wranosky hasamaster’s degree
inbiology.

Heand hiswife, Linda, havetwa
grown children: Vernon Wranosky
[11, who is a mechanical engineer
for the Bayer Corporation and &
daughter, Shannon, who is a high
school biology teacher.

Schwanke said that both of their
children were graduates of Colby
Community College.

Inadditionto Wranosky’sresig-
nation, other employees, who have
recently resigned, include Fred
Miller in the print department; Dr.
Harlan Thyfaultinbeef production;
Gracemary Melvin, deanof instruc-
tion; Tommy Dean, custodian; anc
Wanda Davis, secretary in the
Physical Therapist Assistant de-
partment.

County resolves
ownership Issue

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

Theissueof whoreally ownsthe
Brewster Fire Building was re-
solved at this morning’s Thomas
County Commissioners end of
month meeting.

Brewster Mayor Mike Baughn,
MaybelleMoore, register of deeds,
Mary Cech, county appraiser, and
Rex Jamison, Brewster city official
were at the meeting to try to deter-
minewho ownsthe building.

After some digging, they found
out the land was owned by the city
of Brewster and commission chair
Ron Evans suggested the county
deed the building to Brewster so
they will ownit also.

Jamison told the group that Ru-
ral Fire District 5, the city and the
county havebeen splittingtheinsur-
ance premium onthebuilding, and
they all havetheir owninsuranceon
equipment stored there. He just
wanted to know who owned what.

Baughnsaidhewill comeupwith

aninterlocal agreement for the use
of thebuildingtomakeclear every-
thingthat isinthebuildingand whc
isresponsible for what, including
utilitiesand insurance.

Alsoontheagendawasadiscus-
siononthecounty’ semergency pre-
parednessdirector’spost. Thecom-
missioners decided after some re-
searchthat it should bemadeafull-
time position to also encompass
E911 and risk management.

They will advertise the position
and hopeto haveinterviews by the
middle of May and the position
filledand someoneready towork by
June 1.

John Lygeros held the position
until resigning this month, and
worked part-timeastheemergency
preparednessdirector.

In other business, the commis-
sioners approved:

* MinutesfromtheM onday, April
18 meeting.

Thecommissionerswill meet at
9am. Monday at the courthouse.

Recognizing dedication

Dave Jennings, owner of The His Shop, chatted with Colby Community College President Mikel
Ary Wednesday during a reception in his honor. Jennings is the recipient of this year’s honorary
associate degree at the college’s graduation next month. More than 150 people attended the
special event to congratulate Jennings on the accomplishment.
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