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Weather
Corner

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 50s. South
winds 10 to 15 mph.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 80s. Southwest
winds5to 10mphshiftingtothe
south 10to 20 mphwithguststo
35 mph in the afternoon. Tues-
day night...Breezy. Partly
cloudy. Lows in the mid 50s.
Southwinds 15 to 25 mph shift-
ing to the southwest 10 to 15
mph after midnight.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy. A
20 percent chance of thunder-
stormsintheafternoon. Highsin
thelower 70s. Southwest winds
5 to 15 mph with gusts to 30
mph. Wednesday night...Partly
cloudy. A 40 percent chance of
thunderstorms in the evening.
Lowsinthemid 40s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 73

Low thismorning, 41

Records for this date, 98 in
1911 and 30in 1909

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8 am. today, 0.00

Precipitation for month to
date: 0.22

Soil temperature, 61

The sour ces:

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

State
Items

Resident agrees
to clean up mess

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

SELDEN — A Selden man has
agreed to clean up his property or
have the city do it for him and be
charged.

During abench trial in front of
District Judge Glenn Schiffner on
Friday, Richard Carpenter con-
cededthat hisproperty wasa“ pub-
lic and private nuisance.”

Selden City Attorney Ken Eland
in February told Schiffner thecity,
for over ayear without success, had
been contacting Carpenter toclean
up his property. The city, late last
year, ended up taking Carpenter to
court.

City council woman Jacque
Boultinghouse said Friday after-
noon that Carpenter’s property is
filled with “almost knee high
grass,” and an assortment of iron.

“Anything having to do with
iron, it'sthere,” shesaid.

Amongtheitemsontheproperty,
Boultinghouse said, is an aban-
doned mobile home, three or four
tractors, a dozen or more motors,
disc brakes, and an assortment of
lawnmowers.

After Schiffner traveled to
Seldentoinspect theinvolved prop-
erty, Carpenter, acting as his own
attorney, agreed to clean up his
property.

Eland said Carpenter will have
30 daysto removedebrisand mow
or the city of Selden will do it for
him. Shouldthecity becomefurther
involved in the process, Carpenter
will be charged for thecity’seffort
inthe clean up work.

Cox Farms of Sublette
top subsidy recipient

WASHINGTON (AP) — Six
Kansas farms received more than
$400,000 eachinfederal farmsub-
sidieslastyear, U.S. Department of
Agriculture documents show.

Cox Farms of Sublette in south-
west Kansas received $508,000 in
payments, the most of any farmin
the state, records show.

Other top subsidy recipientswere
Morning Star Farmsof Greensburg,
with $489,000; Spring Creek Fam-
ily Farms of Manhattan, with
$458,000; Clawson Farm Partner-
ship of Satanta, with $457,000;
Whit-Cropof Leoti, with$449,000;
andWinger Farmsof Johnson, with
$414,000. Currentlaw limitsfarm-
ersto $360,000in subsidiesayear,
but that cap hasloophol esthat all ow
many farmsto exceed it.

Reception planned at college

A publicreception honoring sevenlong-time Colby Com-
munity College employees who will beretiring at the end
of the spring semester will beheld on Friday beginningat 3
p.m.intheStudent Union, room 108. Thehonoreesinclude
Gracemary Melvin, Dr. Harlan Thyfault, Vernon Wranosky;,
Doris Anderson, Wanda Davis, Fred Miller and Tommy
Dean.

Second half of 2004 taxes due

The second half of the 2004 personal property taxes are
due by Tuesday, May 10, said DonitaApplebury, Thomas
County treasurer. Those needing to pay their second half
taxes are also reminded to be sure when paying their taxes
to use the “ corrected tax statement,” Applebury said. To
know for sureif itisthe corrected tax statement, shesaid to
make surethereiseither adollar symbol ($) in front of the
amount due or asmiley facein that samelocation. Shedid
wanttoalsoclarify that thosereceiving the 1620 form have
noerrorsintheamount owing. For questions, call 460-4520.
Payments can be dropped off at the treasurer’s office, or
postmarked on or before May 10 by mailing to: Thomas
County Treasurer, 300 N. Court Ave., Colby, Kan. 67701.

Whoistheoldestliving4-Hmember?

TheThomas County Fair Board islooking for the ol dest
living 4-H member in Thomas County to serveasthegrand
marshall at thisyear’ sparade, said A udrey Hines, board sec-
retary. Thesearch for the oldest 4-H member isin conjunc-
tionwith arecent contest heldin Thomas County schoolsto

Briefly

chooseathemefor theparade. Thewinning entry, “ Celebrat-
ing 100 years of 4-H” came from the Brewster fifth grade
class, shesaid. Hinesisencouraging peopletocall her at 462-
2388 or Stan Strangeat 462-8331 with namesof possibly the
oldest living 4-H members.

Hydrant flushing begins today

The Colby Fire Department will begin their annual fire
hydrant mai ntenance and flow testing on Monday, said Bob
McLemore, firechief. Thisprocessisexpectedtotakethree
to four weeks, he said. For questionson hydrantsor general
information about the department, call 460-4454.

Final vocal concert Tuesday

The final Colby High School vocal concert for thisyear
will be apops concert, Tuesday, starting at 7:30 p.m. inthe
school’s auditorium. The concert will feature a broad vari-
ety of more modern pieces being sang in small ensembles,
solos, and by thefull concert choir andwomen’schoir. There
will be background band accompaniments by Blake and
Brandon M cL emore, both seniors; al ong with piano accom-
panimentsby Val arieHigerd, senior; AmandaKidder, vocal
director; and NanetteK raus. Thethemefor thenightis” Open
Mic Night at the Moonlight Espresso coffeehouse.” Vocal
members and the director said they hope many will beable
toattendasit hasbeenalot of hardwork and dedicationfrom
all of the studentsin the program.

Fair board to meet Thursday
TheThomasCounty Fair Boardwill meetat 8p.m. Thurs-

day atthe4-H Building at thefairgrounds. ltemsontheagende
include Thomas County extension agent report; financial
report and bills; committee reports on the buildings and
grounds, carnival, rodeo, parade, demalitionderby, races, fair
book and advertising; Colby Community Collegerodeo con-
tract and the Thomas County Community Foundation fair
breakfast. The meeting is open to the public.

Scout troops to dispose of old flags

Colby Girl Scout Troops 165 and 132 areagain collecting
old, faded, torn, or otherwiseout of repair U.S. flagsfor proper
disposal, said Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer, project coor-
dinator. Flags can be dropped off until Fridayat the Colby
Municipal Airport or at the collection box in the lobby of
Pioneer Memorial Library, 375W. 4th St. “ U.S. Flag etiquette
callsfor theflag to be flownin good order,” she said. Flags
that aretorn canberepaired, however theflag shouldremain
rectangular inappearance, Ostmeyer said. “ Flagsthat aretorn
beyond repair and flags that are faded to an extent that the
colorsdo not appear red, white, and blue should be properly
disposed of,” she said.

Military family supportgroupto begin

TheNorthwest KansasMilitary Family Support Groupwill
hold ameeting on Saturday beginning at 10a.m. at the Col by
National Guard Armory. Anyonewho hasafamily member
or friendinany branch of theArmed Forces, activated or not,
or anyonewhowouldliketobeinvolvedinthe Support Group
isencouragedto attend. For questionsor other information,
call MelanieFortin460-2995, LisaVarney 890-6939 or Stacy
Wolf 672-3916.

Scientists under fire
for boycotting hearings

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA (AP) — While State
Board of Educationmembersspent
three days soaking up from critics
of evolution about how the theory
should betaught in public schools,
many scientists refused to partici-
pateintheboard’'spublic hearings.

But evolution’s defenders were
hardly silent last week, nor arethey
likely to be Thursday, when the
hearings are set to conclude. They
have offered public rebuttals after
each day’stestimony.

Their tactics led the intelligent
design advocates — hoping to ex-
pose K ansas studentsto morecriti-
cismof evolution—toaccusethem
of ducking the debate over the
theory.

But Kansasscientistswhodefend
evolution said the hearings were
rigged against thetheory. They also
saidthey don’'t seetheneedtocram
their arguments into afew days of
testimony, like out-of-state wit-
nesses called by intelligent design
advocates.

“They’rein, they dotheir schtick,
andthey’reout,” said Keith Miller,
aKansasStateUniversity geologist.
“1"m going to be here, and I'm not
goingtobequiet. We'll havetherest
of our livesto make our points.”

Thescientists' boycott, ledby the
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science and Kansas
Citizens for Science, frustrated
board members who viewed their
hearings as an educational forum.

“1 am profoundly disappointed
that they’ ve chosento present their
case in the shadows,” said board
member Connie Morris, of St.
Francis. “I would have enjoyed
hearing what they haveto say in a
professional, ethical manner.”

Intelligent designadvocateschal -
lengeevol utionary theory that natu-
ral chemical processes can create
life, that all lifeon Earthhadacom-
mon origin and that man and apes
had acommon ancestor. Intelligent
design says some features of the

natural world arebest explained by
an intelligent cause because they
arewell ordered and compl ex.

Science groups’ leaders said
Morrisand the other two members
of the board subcommittee presid-
ing at the hearings already have
decidedtosupportlanguagebacked
by intelligent design advocates.

All three are part of a conserva-
tive board majority receptive to
criticism of evolution. The entire
board plansto consider changesthis
summer instandardsthat determine
how students will be tested state-
widein science.

Alan Leshner, AAAS chief ex-
ecutiveofficer, dismissedthehear-
ingsas“political theater.”

“Thereisno cause for debate so
why arethey havingthem?’ hesaid.
“They’retrying to imply that evo-
lutionisacontroversia conceptin
science, and that’s absolutely not
true.”

Intelligent design advocates ar-
guethey’ retrying to give students
abalanced view of evolution.

SomeK ansassci entistswho sup-
port the evolutionary model con-
tend that the real goal istrying to
sneak intelligent design — which
they criticize as repackaged cre-
ationism — into the classroom.

During the recent round of hear-
ings, witnessessaid repeatedly that
the study of molecules, embryos
and fossils challenges evolution.
But other scientistssaid their argu-
mentshavebeen discredited repeat-
edly.

“Thesepeoplearewillfullyigno-
rant, and they chooseto ignorethe
facts,” said Timothy Parker, aK an-
sas State University biologist.

Intelligent designadvocatessaid
questions about evolution aren’t
going to stop.

Edward Peltzer, aMonterey Bay,
Calif., ocean chemist, said scien-
tistsand philosophershavedebated
for several thousand yearswhether
lifeor featuresof thenatural world
weredesigned. Hewasawitnessat
the hearing.
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See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the
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“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

Doggone good Jjob!
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JAN KATZ ACKERMAN/Colby Free Press

Jodi Robinson, Potwin, signals her dog, Jack, in front of judges as the dog herds sheep toward
asmall pen. Robinson was one of 25 participants in the Cottonwood Ranch Sheep Dog Trials at
the ranch near Studley over the weekend. Cottonwood Ranch is listed on the state’s historic
registry and hosts the annual contest which is sanctioned by the American Border Collie Asso-
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Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help
Meetings are Open to the Public
City Hall Basement

Mondays & Thursdays - 8:30 p.m.

'BREATHE FREE! |

Allergies, asthma, smoke and pet
odors. Chemical odors and gasses.
Static electricity, dust mites, bacteria
and mold spores. Want relief?

Our electronic air purifiers
can make a big difference!

Economical commercial and
residential units in a variety of models.
Try one FREE for 3 days!!

Call Dane Stieben, Your Local
Authorized Dealer @ 785-462-9610

MOVIE

PASSES

Watch for your
name in the
Wednesday movie

) listings
¥\ * for 2
free passes.

(Passes must be used within 7 days.)

R’ck up your passes at your:
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The Saint Francis Academy has kids.

Babies born addicted. Children who’ve never been
tucked in. Children who dream of being firemen.
Teens who dream of having their own family.

(785)462-3963
Tisha Cox — tcox@nwkansas.com
(785) 462-3963

(785) 675-2155

How to contact our reporters:

Editor Patty Decker — pdecker@nwkansas.com

Jan Katz Ackerman — ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

These “kids” need resource families to provide
loving, stable, temporary foster homes or
permanent adoptive homes. They need you.

Could you be a resource to kids needing families?
To find out more about fostering or adopting call:

785-493-8059 (in salina)
1-866-999-1599 (toll free)

www.st-francis.org

THE
SAINT
FRANCIS
ACADEMY

INCORPORATED




