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Monday'’s
Salute
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VGr aduates— of Golden Plains High School. Well done!

VCassandra Britt — new director of Thomas County Big
BrothersBig Sisters.

VJim M cGuire—onyour effortstoget theclock faceframes
repaired in the Thomas County Courthouse tower.

VK ay Weber, Irene Cressler, Judy Watkins — on your
thoughtful “thank you” giftsfor military personnel.

vDonnaHenry— andyour Colby Highjournalismstudents
on an exceptional May 10 issue of the eagletal on.

VCitizensM edical Center —ontheprogramtoaidvictims
of sexual assault asannouncedintheFreePressthispast Thurs-

day.

VJudy and Rich Epp — on your untiring efforts to bring
the very best in gospel music to the stage at the Colby Com-
munity Building.

VVolunteer s— for hel ping the people Saturday morning at
the Prairie Senior Living Complex beautify their area.

VWild West Foundation — good luck withyour ambitious
project which will impact the entire area.

VBev Rucker — on your effortsto lend a hand for the bet-
terment of your community.

Reader sare encouraged to submit anamesor namestothis
column. E-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax462-7749 or call 462-
3963. Thankstothosewho, inpart, madetoday’s column pos-
sible. No birthdays or anniversaries, please. - td

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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T CAN'T BELIEVE
I’M JeEALOUS

| kept aclose eyelast week on the announce-
ment about President George W. Bush's energy
bill.

After hearing hisideas, | can say | think his
energy policy isirresponsible and outdated.

Nuclear power and‘ clean’ coa ?

Instead of moving forward, we're taking a
decades-leap back when it comesto energy.

Qil isnotthemajor concern, although| dofeel
strongly against exploring for petroleumin the
AlaskaNationa Wildlife Refuge.

| think amoreimportant issueistherefusal to
invest in renewable energy sources already be-
ing devel oped.

Wind could easily replace natural gas asthe
mediumto produceel ectricity. Unfortunately, no
one will buy into the technology because they
don'tthinkit’sviable. If that'sthe case, why are
therelargewind farmsin California?

Our futureenergy needscan beaddressed now.

Nature can provide most of what is needed.
Imagine communities becoming self-reliant
when it comesto energy.

A community like Colby could have awind
farmand solar cellsthat provideall of theneeded
energy. | know it's a pipe dream, but one day it
could be areality.

Conventional wisdomhasit renewableenergy
sourcesarestill intheir infancy.

The federal government has invested in the
future with the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory in Golden, Colo., one of theleading
sources of renewable energy research.

Thelab does research and technology devel-
opment in wind, solar, biomass, geothermal
power generating and hydrogen and fuel cells.

Tisha Cox

® Off The
Beaten Path
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Wind and water power are already areality.
Solar and geothermal technology is still being
devel oped.

Thesetechnologiesarevital to the country’s
futureand only through research andinvestment
will they becomeviable, and | know it will take
time. And timeis of the essence.

Exploration and development of domestic
petroleum sourcesisanecessity. Thenand only
then can the country take back control of prices
at the pump.

It's hard for me to admit that drilling in the
Alaskan refugeisneeded, but | know thetech-
nology existsto extract and movethe oil with-
out much of an environmental impact.

My only question— isit worth the cost?

Yes, if it can buy time to develop more fuel
efficient carsand possibly vehiclesthat run off
fuel cells.

Qil isanissue, mainly the country’s depen-
denceonforeignimports.

Thekey tooil isconservation. Oneday it will
runout but not now, fiveyearsdowntheroad or
even 20. The same goesfor natural gas.

Peoplewill drivewhat they want but many are
choosing to drive more fuel-efficient cars.

@

Toyota and Ford have made their first forays
into hybridvehicles, thePriusand Ford’smodi-
fied Escapewhichbothincorporatehybridgas/
electric enginesthat are morefuel efficient.

Peopledon’t haveto beenvironmentaliststc
affect change.

| know the “E” word is sometimes consid-
ered adirty word, but it doesn’t haveto be.

Being “green” cantakeaslittleasmaking e
few changes around the house to increase en-
ergy efficiency or keepingthecar tiresinflatec
and the car running properly to maximizefuel
intake.

Asfar asnatural gasgoes, the country issit-
ting pretty. Western Kansas has the Hugoton
GasField, whichisstill going strong and off-
shore discoveries last year in the Gulf of
Mexico are set to be used in thefuture.

Though afossil fuel, natural gasis clean-
burning and has a variety of uses, from heat-
ing and aclean sourceof electrical generation.

The country has gone through periods of
boom and bust with oil and natural gas, with
strikes and droughts, high prices and the bot-
tomfalling out.

Through thoseyears, the U.S. has managec
tobounceback, and need hasspurred devel op-
mentsin technology, like new methods to ex-
tractandrefineoil indifferentformsand strata.

Asthey say, necessity isthemother of inven-
tion. Here'stohopingit spursanother outburst
of American ingenuity.

*kkk*x

Tisha Coxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

It’s an Immoral budget

Our moral valuescall usto “speak up, judge
righteously, champion the poor and the needy”
(Proverbs31:9). Unfortunately, thefederal bud-
get that President Bush wants Congress to ap-
provechampionsthosewho havethemostinour
society at the expense of those who have the
least.

Communities of faith must speak loud and
clear: A federal budget that championstax cuts
for our nation’srichest peoplewhile shredding
the saf ety net for our nation’s poorest peopleis
not amoral budget.

A federal budget that championstax cutsfor
millionaires while slashing vital infrastructure
and services such as education, environmental
stewardship, affordable housing, and public
health and safety, isnot amoral budget.

Budget decisions made this year will have
profound and | asting consequences.

Thefederal budget isfull of numbers, but be-
hind those numbers are men, women and chil-
dren around the country whoseliveswill be af -
fected greatly by choices madein Washington.

The president choosesto expand tax cutsfor
millionaireswhilemaking budget cutsthat will
result in more hunger, homelessness, ill health
and hardship for millionsof low-incomework-
ers, seniors, the unemployed, people with dis-
abilities, and their families.

AstheChildren’sDefense Fund pointsout, for
theannual price of thetax cutsfor millionaires
— which will average $136,298 a year apiece
when fully phased in— we could fund the fol-
lowing: health insurance for 3.1 million chil-
dren; full immunizations for 6.8 million
unimmunized infants and children; childcare
places for nearly 736,000 children of working
parents; Head Start programs for more than
641,000 poor preschool children; and nearly
145,000 new elementary school teachers.

Whichisthemoral choice?A $136,298 ayear

Mary Ellen
McNish

® Guest
Commentary

tax cutfor millionaires, or childcare, headlthcare
andeducationfor our nation’sneediest children?

Aspeopleof conscience, we cannot accept a
budget that increases inequality, poverty and
i njustice. Wecannot accept abudget that under-
minesour future.

Most Americans understand the lack of fair-
ness behind these kinds of budget and tax cuts.
Polls show that most Americans advocate
spending more on education, health care and
economicdevel opment instead of cuttingtaxes.
M ost also believethat upper-incomepeopl e pay
too little in federal taxes, not too much. They
support universal healthinsurancecoveragefor
everyone, ahigher minimumwageand stronger
environmental policies.

The president has it backwards. We should
roll back tax cutsfor the wealthiest Americans
and corporations, not extend them. We should
strengthen programs that help people survive
and ensure our nation’s progress, not cut them.

The president’s so-called “ Ownership Soci-
ety” would break the New Deal social contract
of a partnership between government and our
peopleto build abetter society for everyone. It
would withdraw from the War on Poverty, in-
creasingly privatize Social Security and other
public sector functions, and continue to trans-
formthetax systemintoonethat favorstheprivi-
leged. The president’s “Ownership Society”
means | ess opportunity for the many and more

ownership by thefew.

Our country faces a fundamental choice.
Should the United States revert to a pre-New
Deal erawherepeopleareleft tofend for them-
selvesin the face of poverty, low wages, sick-
ness, old age, and increasingly insecurejobsin
the global economy?

Or should we commit ourselves anew to the
U.S. Constitution’spromisetoformamoreper-
fectunion, establishjustice, promotethegeneral
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty for
ourselvesand our posterity?

Twenty national faith-based organizations
includingtheEpiscopa ChurchUSA, theEvan-
gelical Lutheran ChurchinAmerica, theUniteo
Methodist Church/Board of Church and Soci-
ety, and my own, theAmerican Friends Service
Committee, haveissued aninterreligious” Faith
Reflection on the Federal Budget.” We con-
cluded, “Our government should be a tool tc
correct inequalities, not ameans of institution-
alizing them. The federal budget should share
theburdensof taxation, according to one’ sabil-
ity to pay, and distribute government resources
fairly to create opportunity for all.”

Wemust championastrong public-sector role
inpromoting thegeneral welfareand providing
for thecommon good. Wemust championafed-
eral budget that reflectswidely shared val uesof
humandignity, equal rights, economic security,
fairness, opportunity, and stewardship. Wemust
champion the course of justice.

*kkk*x

Mary Ellen McNishisgeneral secretary of the
American Friends Service Committee, aco-re-
cipient of the 1947 Nobel PeacePrize. AFCis
a Quaker organization that includes people of
variousfaithswho are committed to social jus-
tice, peace and humanitarian service.
www.afsc.org. This column is distributed
MinutemanMedia.org.

MR, BOLTON, BEFORE HE
BEGIN, T MANT YU 7O
KNOW THAT I PERSON -
ALLY, AS CHAIRMAN ...

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

BEFORE THIG COMMITTEE.
AS YoU kRNOW, I AAS

. REGRET THE NECESSITY

OF HAVING 70 RECALL YOU
GET

0 VWOTE Yo OUT...
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... WHEN SENATOR
VoNovicH A7
THE BRAKES OW.

YES, SOME SORT
OF CONSLIENCE
GNAFY. ANYRAY,
MY AROLOGIES, GIR.




