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Seniors
ending
school

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Nine Golden Plains seniors
said good-byetohigh school dur-
ing graduation at Rexford Sun-
day.

Ryan Altman, Brett Dible,
Stephen Mackey, Jesse Miller,
Shawn Simons, Darcie Spresse,
Nichole Spresser, Homero Var-
gas and Kristin Wark received
their diplomas.

Miller gavethestudent’spray-
erandthesalutatory andvaledic-
tory were given by Wark and
Nichole Spresser, respectively.

The speaker for the ceremony
was the class’ middle school
teacher, L eanna Schultz, who
gavethem somepractical advice
onlifeinthereal world. Shealso
spokeat their eighthgradegradu-
ation four years ago.

Schultztold theclassthey will
havetohavecourageand bewill-
ing to make mistakes.

She said that only by making
mistakes, admitting to them and
moving on can learning be ac-
complished.

Shealso said they will haveto
decide what kind of adults they
want to be charged them to take
care of themselves because now
they’re heading into the real
world, they will have to do it
themselves.

Schultz also briefly talked
about how college is different
from high school. She said the
taxpayers and the community
took careof thebill for their pub-
lic education but in college, you
pay for it up front.

She said the only way to get
their education isto “go pick it
up.”

That means attending class
every day and doing the neces-
sary work.

Dr. Seuss’ Oh, the Places
You'll Go! was also part of her
speech. After Schultz's presen-
tation, the senior video was

Golden Plains graduates Homero Vargas and Stephen Mackey carried their diplomas with them
as they left the gym after graduation Sunday. Nine seniors received their diplomas/

shown. It featured a picture mon-
tageof theclass' timeinhighschool
aswell as pictures of each of them
growing up.

Followingthevideo, theseniors
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presented their motherswith roses
for Mother’'sDay.

During thefestivities, Superin-
tendent Dr. Roger Baskervillehon-
ored retiring teachers Willis Crab-
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treefor hisyearsof servicetothe
school.

The graduation ceremony was
followed with a reception spon-
sored by the Booster Club.

Officer tells
tragedy, death
of area soldier

TOPEKA (AP)—Nothingin25
years of military experience pre-
paredLt.Col.LeeTafanelli forwhat
happened May 1 ashissoldierspa
trolled Baghdad, Iraqg.

Around 7:30p.m., threearmored
Humvees were inspecting bridges
and conducting reconnaissance
whenacivilianvehicleapproached.
Thel2soldiersof theKansasArmy
National Guard followed their
trainingand motionedfor thecar to
pull tothesideof theroad. Thefirst
two Army vehicles passed without
incident.

A third, carryingfour membersof
CompanyA, 891st Engineer Battal -
ionfrom Pittsburg, wasn't aslucky.
Thecivilianvehicleexploded, kill-
ing Spc. Derrick Joseph L utters, 24,
anative of Goodland, and wound-
ing three others.

“You have alot of life experi-
ences in the course of 25 years,”
Tafanelli said in atelephoneinter-
view from hispostinlrag. “1 don’t
think any of those experiences or
training can prepareyou for this.

““Thereisnonewsmoredevastat-
ing than to hear that one of your
soldiersiskilledin action.”

Itwasthebattalion’sfirst fatality
of the war; the unit arrived in Iraq
in December. Lutters became the
third member of the Kansas Na-
tional Guard killed in combat.

The other two were Staff Sgt.
Clinton Wisdom, 39, of Atchison,
and Sgt. DonClary, 21, of Troy, who
werekilled Nov. 8whenthey posi-
tionedtheir vehiclebetweenahigh-
ranking del egationandasuicidecar
bomber. They were members of
Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 130th
Field Artillery Regiment, based at
Hiawatha

Membersof Lutters' unit held a
memorial servicefor himWednes-
day, while asecond ceremony was
heldfor theremainder of thebattal -
ion over the weekend.

“It wasavery sad day for them,
of course. It offered some closure

for those who served with him,”
said Tefanelli, a 3
former member
of the Kansas |
House who re-
signedhisseatin
January when
orderedtolrag.

Coincidental-
ly, the Legisla-
ture was debat-
ing abill togive
a $125,000
death benefittothefamiliesof Wis-
dom and Clary at the time L utters
waskilled.

Tafanelli said the patrol did ev-
erything correctly when the inci-
dent occurred, making sureoncom-
ing trafficwasasafe distancefrom
the Army vehicles as they crossec
paths.

““Youtakeastep back asaleader,
reassessthesituation, apply any les-
sonslearned and apply ittothenext
mission,” Tafanelli said.

Sinceit hasbeeninlrag, hesaid,
the battalion hasbeenrepairingin-
frastructure and patrolling to see
that its work remains in place.
Tafanelli said the soldiers believe
they aremaking lifesafer for Iragis
and coalition forcesstill there.

““The security of all of our sol-
diersisapriority all thetime. But
thisisavery dangerous place,” he
said. ‘' Incidents happen, asregret-
tableasthey are.”

Funeral arrangement for L utters
areincomplete. He was single anc
living in Burlington, Colo., where
he was a corrections officer. His
family livesin Goodland.

Abriefingisscheduledfor Tues-
day in Goodland to explainto fam-
ily and friends about the incident
that claimed Lutters. A counselor
and Col. Larry Parrish, a Kansas
National Guard chaplain, plan to
answer questions at the Goodlanc
armory. L uttersfuneral will behelc
at 10 am., Thursday in the Max
Jones Fieldhousein Goodland.

D. Lutters

Thomas County commissioners discuss township roads

By Tisha Cox

Chairman Ron Evans said the commis-

two road projects.

Colby Free Press

Townshiproadswereonthetableat this
morning’'sThomasCounty commissioners
meeting at the courthouse.

Frank Jurek, who lives in Summers
Township, wanted to know what could be
doneto get sand onhisroadtokeepitfrom
getting muddy and water-logged after rain.

Township board membersEverett Thei-
mer, Barry Kaaz and DeeOlsonwereat the
meeting to al so talk about the matter.

sionersdon’tinterferewithtownshipbusi-
ness.

“That'snot what we'reherefor,” Evans
said.

Kaaz said they're trying to sand all the
roadsinthetownshipandwill gettoJurek’s
roadwhenthey can. Hesaiditwill probably
bethisfall or winter whenit canbefinished
becausethey wanttocontinuetoelevatethe
road asmuch aspossiblebeforesandingit.

Theimer saidtheroadisactually highon

thepriority listand now it’sjust amatter of
being patient.

Lloyd Theimer also had road concerns.
He showed picturesto the commissioners
of where people have been planting where
they shouldn'’t.

Thecommissioner saidit’snot aunique
problem in the county. Evans said they
know it goes on and the only solution he
could think of would be putting afenceup
oncounty right-of-waysmuchlikethestate
has fenced the land along I-70. He said it

would probably solvetheproblembutisn’t
ideal because it would cost too much
money.

County road department supervisor Clair
Schrock also was at the meeting. He gave
anupdateontheCountry Cluband Willow
projects as well asinformed the commis-
sioners the money in the special highway
fund will be exhausted before the year is
out.

More than $290,000 is currently in the
fund but most of the money isgoing to the

On that subject, he said the work on
Country Clubisprogressingwell. Concrete
hasbeen poured andthey shouldfinishwith
that by sometime next week.

Schrock saidthey’ real so startingtolook
into the cost of asphalt for the Willow
project.

In other business, the commissioners
approved: Minutes for the April 29 and
May 2 meetingsand thejob descriptionfor
the emergency management position.

Babysitting practice
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toddlers during the class.
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Abi Rohr and Brianna Quenzer practiced changing diapers during an American Red Cross baby-
sitting class at Trinity Lutheran Church Saturday. Attendees learned how to care for infants and
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Two Marines killed in fighting

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
U.S. forcestracked down aband of
insurgentsin eastern Afghanistan,
killing about 12 inabattlethat also
|eft two Marinesdead, the military
said Monday.

Themilitary said warplanesal so
joinedtheclashwithabout 25insur-
gentson Sunday eveningintheeast-
ern province of Laghman, an
opium-producing region where
U.S. forces regularly battle mili-
tants.

Marines “located the insurgents
and an engagement ensued,” the
military said. “Two U.S. Marines
werekilled.” Thenamesof thedead
were not released.

U.S. spokesman Col. James
Yonts said “about a dozen” rebels
werekilled but madeno mention of
injurieson either side.

Militants opposed to the U.S.-
backed government of President
Hamid Karzai have made good on
threats to step up their three-year-
old insurgency, carrying out as-
saults and bombings that have
killed dozens of Afghan and U.S.
troops and government officialsin

recent weeks.

However, they have suffered
heavy casualtiesin clashes where
American warplanes have caught
them in large groups on open
ground. The Marinesdied days af -
ter the bloodiest fighting in Af-
ghanistan in nine months, when
U.S. and Afghan forces including
American warplanes clashed with
large groups of insurgentsin two
southern provinces.

Sixty-four rebels, nine Afghan
soldiers and an Afghan policeman
were reported killed, while six
American troops were among the

wounded.

American commanders insist
they are wearing the insurgents
down and persuading villagers
along the Pakistani border to stop
sheltering them.

They haveal so suggestedthat the
United Statesmight withdraw some
of its 18,000 troopsin Afghanistan
after the Sept. 18 parliamentary
elections supposed to crown the
country’s democratic rebirth. But
that dependsonthesuccessof arec-
onciliation plan which has
promptedastring of former Taliban
alliesto giveup thefight.
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page 5
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