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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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IN THAT CASE, LET ME
GO OVER AFEW OF
THE HOUSE RULES...
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TAK INSTEADOF LIGTEN!

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
i HONR PROBLEN IS THAT 40U ALUNMS

SALLY, IT WOULD HAVE MADE SENSE TO 60\ BUT NOW WE HAVE
ON SOME WAY-OUT ROMANTIC ADVENTURE
WHEN WE WERE YOUNGER...

Cryptoquip
NZ UDH QOWOG YGOTT

UDHG BCDFROT, FROQ N

THYYDTO UDH BDHCJ] RKWC

KQ NGDQ JOZNBNOQBU,

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DAD IS SLEEPING IN A
REALLY CHILLY ROOM, SO I SUPPOSE YOU
MIGHT SAY HE'S OUT COLD.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals Y

RESPONSIBILITIES,
WE HAVE

MONEY FOR

; Y'KNOW, I COULD
MAKE WITTY

REJOINDERS, TOO,
IF I SPOKE
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SAT ON THIS

AND THE
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WAD RWEGN XTUAJ XTLX

L XMDD ZEMKDWA OWEGN
PD BWEAN RWMJUAK WEX

WB TUZ PMLAOT WBBUOD.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU NEVER PRESS
YOUR CLOTHES, THEN I SUPPOSE YOU COULD
HAVE AN IRON DEFICIENCY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals F

Crossword

ACTRUSS 40 Tupelos 3 Get — 23 Bankroll

1 Settled favorite writing 24 McKin-
down son 4 Skill ley’s first

5 “Naked 43 Kernel of 5 “Over lady
Gun” a sort There” 25 Dealer-
figure 47 Mike, to writer ship

8 Actor Archie 6 Actor venue
James Bunker Wilson 26 A

12 Bygone 49 Cheese 7 Shell- welcome
VHS choice game sight?
alterna- 50 Lion’s need 27 “Eurekal”
tive pride? 8 Keptin 28 Pitch

13 Have bills 51 Pre- touch 29 Storm

14 Farm deter- 9 Alkali center
fraction mine neutral- 31 Moon-

15 Malefi- 52 Staffer izer shine
cence 53 Copied 10 “Rule, container

16 Page 1 54 Pub order Britannia” 34 Touched
eye- 55 Show the composer up texts
catcher way 11 — -do- 35 Snack

18 Gridiron well 36 Drunkard
partici- DOWN 17 Like this 37 Percus-
pant 1 First clue sion

20 Wiser, victim 19 Juilliard instrument
maybe 2 Jeans subj. 39 Court

21 Sister maker 22 Listening hotshot

22 Lamb’s Strauss device 40 Role for
dam Gwyneth

23 Lan- Solution time: 21 mins. 41 Bound
guishes 42 Barn-roof

26 Authori- adorn-
tative ment
command 43 Fastener

30 Fuss E|X|P 44 One of

31 Dislodge [L[I]E HOMES

32 Dobbin's [FLLT 45 Verdi
dinner HE o opera

33 —bread ErxTp N 46 Prepared

36 Frighten [a[L]a o) to drive

38 Pooch PlEIN W 48 Historic

5

39 Rapture

time
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ACROSS 27 Tn DOWN 15 Afternoon
1 Scornful favor 1 Cast get-
laugh of 2 Long- together
4 Coll. 28 Felt- fellow’s 19 Insult
transcript like bell town (8l1.)
no. fabric 3 - 20 Team-
7 Rose or 30 Actress tempered work
Fountain Charlotte one thwarter
8 Impudent 33 Half a 4 Snarl 21 Thrown

10 Oyster's brother 5 Ward off for —
prize duo 6 Wine 22 Wood-

11 Heart 36 Grosse region chuck,
lines? —, Mich. 7 Fringe e.g.

13 Half a 37 Water- benefit 23 Clown’s
brother gate 8 Max and name
duo evidence Buddy 24 Hench-

16 White 38 Un, 9 Argue for man,
House deux, a bargain maybe
nickname — 10 Luau side 25 Stern-

17 Singer 39 Tramcar dish ward
Simon contents 12 Nut 26 Vitamin C

18 “Holy 40 Possess case? providers
cow!” 41 Cath. 14 Kenny 28 Already

19 Mid- or Rogers 29 Sean of
June Prot. song “Lord of
honorees  go|ution time: 21 mins. the

20 Poet — Rings”
Wheeler 30 Push
Wilcox back

21 Friend- 31 Belliger-
ship ent god

23 Breakfast 32 Tee
item a preceder

25 “Sad to AlT| 34 Artist
tell ...” I {E Joan

26 Timber 2 [E) 35 Aesopian
wolf Yesterday’s answer 5.11 also-ran
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Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®» A 753
¥vo64
® 7532
ol 52
WEST EAST
®~QJR4 ®» 10 6
v?2 YAI075
®QJ106 ® 984
*oK Q74 *&10963
SOUTH
SdKO2
YKQJO9O83
* A K
&* A J
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass Pass Pass 1%
Dble Pass 2 e Dble
Pass 2 o Pass 4 @
Opening lead — queen of diamonds

Spectacular but Reasonable

Card-readingisthemostimportant singlefaculty
required of adeclarer. Thisisasit shouldbe, because
after al, oncethelocation of the unseen 26 cardsis
known, itisseldom difficult to achievethe best re-
sult possible.

Takethiscasewhere South getstofour heartsand
West leads adiamond. Declarer wins with the ace
and playstheking of hearts, which East takeswith
theace. East returnsadiamondtotheking, and South
must now watch hisstep or hewill go down one.

Hisproper play istocrosstodummy withaspade,
lead aheart andfinessethenine! If hedoes, hemakes
the contract; if hedoesn’t, hefails.

Itisgranted that the second-round heart finesse
hasall the earmarksof being based on apeek at the
East-West hands. A more normal play would beto
cash the queen of heartson the assumption that the
trumps are divided 3-2. But in this hand all signs
pointtoad-1trumpdivision, andthefinesseisthere-
foretheindicated play. Let's seewhy.

West passed originally and then doubled one
heart. At trick two, East showed up with the ace of
hearts, leavingWest withat most 11 high-card points
for hisdouble. West could scarcely doublewith 11
aceless points unless he had either asingleton or &
void in hearts, and on this basis, declarer should
assume that atrump finesse against theten isvery
likely to succeed.

Tomorrow: It'sall inthe spots.
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West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
S»O3
YQl862
® Q75
PK QJS5
WEST EAST
SdK T2 @» 4
YK 975 ¥J1043
®KJI&832 ® A96
%10 »dO 3642
SOUTH
®AQJI086S5
Y A
¢ 104
oA 73
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass Pass Pass 4 &

Opening lead — ten of clubs.

It’sAll inthe Spots

Thesuit-preferencesignal hasmany applications.
Initsclassicform, itisused by adefender onleadto
tell hispartner which of two side suitsto return af-
ter thelead has been ruffed.

Themechanismisquitesimple: If theleader pre-
ferstohavethelower-ranking sidesuit returned, he
leads his lowest card for partner to ruff; if he pre-
fers the return of the higher-ranking side suit, he
leadsahigh card for partner to ruff.

Thisconcept canbeextendedtoavariety of situ-
ationsthat might ariseduringtheplay. Today’sdeal
providesatypical case.

South opensfour spadesin fourth seat, and West
leadstheten of clubs. Declarer winswith dummy’s
jack, leads the nine of spades and finesses. West
takeshiskingbutisfacedwithadilemma. Hewoul o
liketoreach partner’shandinorder toobtainaclub
ruff, but hedoesnot know whether tolead aheart or
adiamond. Both leads appear to have an equal
chance of success— and an equal amount of risk.

In the actual deal, if West leads a heart at trick
three, declarer finisheswith 11tricks, whileif West
returnsadiamond, thedefensescorestwo diamonds,
aspade and aclub ruff for down one.

Thanks to the suit-preference signal, West does
not havetooperateinthedark. East, fully awarethat
hispartner’slead might beasingleton, canplay the
deuceof clubsat trick oneto request adiamond re-
turn should West regain thelead. West, for hispart,
should beonthelookout for just suchasignal from
East at trick one.

Alternatively, if Eastwasdealt theheart acerather
than the diamond ace, he would play the nine of
clubs at trick oneto ask for a subsequent heart re-
turn. Thesuit-preferencesignal takesall theguess-
work out of the game!

Tomorrow: Thevanishingtrick.
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“Dragons couldn’t whisper in a
friend’s ear without setting

him on fire.”
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“l don’t remember seeing many
unicorns at the zoo.”




