
Bridge

Colby Free Press    Wednesday, May 11, 2005    Page 9

CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Spectacular but Reasonable
Card-reading is the most important single faculty

required of a declarer. This is as it should be, because
after all, once the location of the unseen 26 cards is
known, it is seldom difficult to achieve the best re-
sult possible.

Take this case where South gets to four hearts and
West leads a diamond. Declarer wins with the ace
and plays the king of hearts, which East takes with
the ace. East returns a diamond to the king, and South
must now watch his step or he will go down one.

His proper play is to cross to dummy with a spade,
lead a heart and finesse the nine! If he does, he makes
the contract; if he doesn’t, he fails.

It is granted that the second-round heart finesse
has all the earmarks of being based on a peek at the
East-West hands. A more normal play would be to
cash the queen of hearts on the assumption that the
trumps are divided 3-2. But in this hand all signs
point to a 4-1 trump division, and the finesse is there-
fore the indicated play. Let’s see why.

West passed originally and then doubled one
heart. At trick two, East showed up with the ace of
hearts, leaving West with at most 11 high-card points
for his double. West could scarcely double with 11
aceless points unless he had either a singleton or a
void in hearts, and on this basis, declarer should
assume that a trump finesse against the ten is very
likely to succeed.

Tomorrow: It’s all in the spots.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

It’s All in the Spots
The suit-preference signal has many applications.

In its classic form, it is used by a defender on lead to
tell his partner which of two side suits to return af-
ter the lead has been ruffed.

The mechanism is quite simple: If the leader pre-
fers to have the lower-ranking side suit returned, he
leads his lowest card for partner to ruff; if he pre-
fers the return of the higher-ranking side suit, he
leads a high card for partner to ruff.

This concept can be extended to a variety of situ-
ations that might arise during the play. Today’s deal
provides a typical case.

South opens four spades in fourth seat, and West
leads the ten of clubs. Declarer wins with dummy’s
jack, leads the nine of spades and finesses. West
takes his king but is faced with a dilemma. He would
like to reach partner’s hand in order to obtain a club
ruff, but he does not know whether to lead a heart or
a diamond. Both leads appear to have an equal
chance of success — and an equal amount of risk.

In the actual deal, if West leads a heart at trick
three, declarer finishes with 11 tricks, while if West
returns a diamond, the defense scores two diamonds,
a spade and a club ruff for down one.

Thanks to the suit-preference signal, West does
not have to operate in the dark. East, fully aware that
his partner’s lead might be a singleton, can play the
deuce of clubs at trick one to request a diamond re-
turn should West regain the lead. West, for his part,
should be on the lookout for just such a signal from
East at trick one.

Alternatively, if East was dealt the heart ace rather
than the diamond ace, he would play the nine of
clubs at trick one to ask for a subsequent heart re-
turn. The suit-preference signal takes all the guess-
work out of the game!

Tomorrow: The vanishing trick.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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