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You were a big help

Tothe Colby FreePress:

| want to thank everyone from the Thomas County Inter-
agency Coalition who hel ped raise awareness on prevention
of child abuseand neglect by distributing blueribbonsacross
ThomasCounty. Inaddition, | want tothank everyonein Tho-
mas County who al so hel ped rai se awareness by wearing the
blue ribbons during the month of April.

Child abuse and neglect isasubject that no onelikestotalk
about or even think about. Although it’s an ugly subject, it's
an issue we haveto acknowledge and learn more about in or-
dertohelppreventit. Child abuseand neglectisatragedy that
extendsbeyond childhood. Research showsthat the effectsof
abuseoften carriesinto adulthood. Asadults, they haveahigh
risk of substanceabuse, depression, physical disabilities, learn-
ingdelays, criminal activity, and continuingthecycleof abuse.

Child abuse and neglect not only hurtsthechild, butit hurts
the community by raising the costs of child welfare, educa-
tion, health care, andjuvenilejustice. Itisour jobtolearnmore
about child abuseand neglect and not beafraidtotalk aboutit,
in order to help prevent it.

Lately, therehasbeenal ot of national attentioninthemedia
about sex offenders. Just because welivein asmall commu-
nity doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t be concerned or aware of
any sex offendersliving in our neighborhoods. To find out if
there are any sex offenders living in your county log onto
www.accesskansas.org/kbi/

For moreinformation on the prevention of child abuseand
neglect, contact Northwest KansasRegiona Prevention Center
at (785) 462-8152.

Respectfully,

Roxy Cabral

PCAN Director

Northwest Kansas Regional Prevention Center
990 S. Range, Suite7

Colby

785) 462-8152

(Letter #43)

We are privileged

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Wewould liketo giveapublic“ Thank You” to two of our
great organizationsin Colby.

First of all tothe Heartland Christian School for thelovely
Mother’s Day banguet they had on Sunday at the Commu-
nity Building. The food was great, and the fellowship was
great!

Secondly, to Jand R Marketing, for bringing the Signature
Sound Quartet to our area. What a privilege we had hearing
them. Rich and Judy (Epp) do agreat job getting wonderful
groupsto our area.

Wehaveagreat community, and areproudto be Colbyites!

Linda Goossen
Colby
(Letter #44)

GRANDMA, WHEN
YOU WERE YOUNG,
DID ALL THE COOL
GIRLS GET WRIST

TATTOOS?
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Playing into their hands

| was listening to some goofy babbler on the
tubetheother evening proclaim, “1t'sgood news
tohear the price of gasolinehasdropped 3 cents
at thepump!” Bigdeal! It needsto drop another
dollar tobring it down to an honest level — like
$1.23 instead of $2.23 or whatever it is today.
Dropping the price by a cent or two every now
and then and hearing us say, “Well, how about
that, it'sgoingdown,” ismusictothebig oil com-
panies’ ears. They can tease usthat way. It'sle-
gal pickpocketinginmy opinion.Andl don'tcare
what the prez saysor any of hisbunch says.

So, what isthe solution?Well hold onfor this
one: | haveread wheretheguysand galson Capi-
tol Hill arewhispering about reducing the speed
to 55 miles per hour (remember that bunch of
foolishness back in the * 70s?). It might come
about again.

Whereareall thepeoplewithall thebrainsthat
seemingly haveananswer to everything?Where
are the smartsin all of those so-called “think
tanks” that seem to pop up like unwanted weeds
inthelawn?

Someonetoldmeat Dillonstheother night that
we shouldn’t really complain because in some
foreign countries they pay $7-$8 a gallon. Of
coursemy answer wastwofold: 1) | don’tlivein
aforeign country, | livehere; and 2) They can’t
bethat stupid.

WEell, enough of my continuing gripe.

| thought itwasinterestingasl listenedtoMike
Coffman, State Treasurer of Colorado, on
KUSA-Ch. 9, Denver, talk about hisresignation
and subsequent re-entry into the U.S. Marines
and asking for assignment tolraq. He'saretired
Marine Corpsreserveofficer and said hefeltthe
need to go back and continue his serviceto his
country.

Obviously hisfamily had issues with his de-
cision, but that now he hastheir full support.

That’swhat you call areal story.

A couple of Saturday nights ago, First Lady
Laura Bush took the podium at the Washington
White House Correspondents annual awards

Tom Dreiling

.My
Turn

banquet and she stol e the show.

| havenever seenthefirstlady deliver thehu-
mor she delivered that night. It was alaugh a
second asshepoked fun of her husbandandtheir
lifestyle. Roaring laughter and a prolonged
standing ovation was accorded this generally
reserved person. It aired on C-Span and some
of you might have watched it.

Can you imagine this: The oldest personin
Russia, said to be 124, told areporter, “| have
had a good life but | have lived too long. | am
tired of living.”

Don't take offenseto this, but thereisanew
termmakingtherounds—“bornagainvirgin.”
Theyoung Georgiaman linked to the bride-to-
bewhokidnapped herself, usedthetermintalk-
ingwithreporterslast week. Someexpertswho
have gone before the television cameras said
youth today are beginning to spin that phrase
becausethey areof thebelief all thingsarepos-
sible.

Guess | was born too soon to understand.
Maybeif | did | would belabeled a“bornagain
understander.”

Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas was on
ImusintheMorning Monday pushing hisbook,
“Quit Digging Your Grave With a Knife and
Fork.” Thegovernor, whowasasheavy as290
poundsisnow aslim 175and said weight in it-
self does not denote a healthy person. He said
weight loss isas much amind game asitisa
game of dieting.

He had some awfully good points but space

won't allow meto get into it. But pick up his
book if it’savailable around here. | planto.

Thiscamemy way and | thought youwould
enjoyit. It'scalled” New Wordsfor the21 Cen-
tury.”

Smile, and enjoy.

vVBegathon — Any fund-raising drive by &
publictelevision or radio station soyouwon't
haveto put upwith commercialsfor therest of
theyear.

VBozone — Thelayer of air around stupid
peoplethat stopsgood ideas from penetrating
intotheir brain. Sadly, noholesinthissubstance
can befound.

vChocloniverous— Usedto describeaper-
sonwho bitesthe head off a chocolate Easter
bunny first.

vDeodorend. — Thelast 1/2 inch of astick
of deodorant that won't push up, making the
tube good only for underarm lacerations.

VElbonics— Theactionsof two peopleina
movietheater trying to share one armrest.

vVExecuglide— Propelling onesself around
an officein achair on wheels.

VFizzfall — The point at which the head of
foam on adrink beginsto recede.

What isa Billion?

The next time you hear a politician use the
words*“billion” casually, think about whether
youwant that politician spendingyour tax dol -
lars.

A billion is a difficult number to compre-
hend, but oneadvertising agency didagoodjob
of putting that figureinto perspective:

A billion secondsago, it was 1959.

A billion minutesago, Jesuswasalive.

A billion hoursago, our ancestorswereliv-
ing inthe StoneAge.

Have agood evening!
*kkk*x
TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.
HiscolumnappearsWednesdaysand Fridays.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com.

About those letters . ..

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. L ettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby

GIVING A HIGHLY IMIAG-
ING ROGUE POLICY SPEECH,
TRING T0 ARE ANALYSTS
AHO DIGAGREED WITH YU,

CHAGING AN AP WORKER
THROUGH A HOTEL ..

MITFEE. ™
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DISTURBING BEHAVIOR,

MR.BOLTON, BUT NOT AS LETE REVIEW
DISTURBING AS MAUNTING GOME F YOUR
EVIDENCE THAT YOU VE EARLIER TESTT -
FERTURED YOURGELF BE~ MONVY, GHALL
FORE THIG COM- @& HE, GIRF
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