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Weather
Corner

Warm,
breezy

Tonight...Partly cloudy with
a20 percent chance of thunder-
storms. Lowsin the lower 50s.
Southeast winds 10 to 20 mph.
Thursday...Windy. Partly
cloudy. A 20 percent chance of
thunderstormsintheafternoon.
Highs in the mid 80s. South
winds 20 to 30 mph. Thur sday
night...Breezy. Partly cloudy
with a 30 percent chance of
thunderstorms. Lowsintheup-
per 50s. South winds 15 to 25
mph. Gusts up to 40 mph early
in the evening. Friday...Partly
cloudy. A 20 percent chance of
thunderstormsintheafternoon.
Highs in the upper 80s. South
winds 10 to 20 mph.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 70

L ow thismorning, 44

Records for this date, 96 in
1899 and 36in 1917

Soil temperature, 61

Water use Tuesday -
1,242,700 gallons

The sour ces:

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

State
Items

Wheat harvest
just days away
In south Kansas

WICHITA (AP) — The start of
the Kansas wheat harvest may be
just daysaway in southern Kansas,
with 22 percent of the crop state-
widenow turning color, theKansas
Agricultural StatisticsServicesaid
Tuesday.

The first place combines will
likely roll isin south-central Kan-
sas, where already at least one
farmer has brought in a wheat
sample for testing to the Kiowa
grain elevator.

Had it not rained Tuesday, that
field would have been ready to cut
Wednesday, said Alan Meyers,
manager of the OK Co-op Grainin
Kiowa.

Harvest around the Kiowa area
could now start assoonasFriday or
Saturday, assuming the rest of the
week isdry, Meyerssaid.

About 71 percent of thewheat in
south-central Kansas has turned
color, KASSreportedinitsweekly
crop weather update.

Meyersisanticipatinganaverage
or slightly better harvest.

“It could bebetter, butit couldbe
awholelot worse,” hesaid.

Itisasentiment shared by eleva-
tor operatorsandfarmersacrossthe
state — many of whom had pre-
pared for what had looked like a
bumper harvest just amonth ago.

But unfortunately late spring
freezes, littlerainandaninfestation
of striperust haveall sincetakena
toll.

“Most thought we would have a
bin-buster harvest this year early
on, but asweget closer totheactual
harvesting of the wheat there are
those that think it is going to be a
much smaller harvest,” said Tom
Tunnell, executive director of the
Kansas Grain and Feed Associa-
tion. Warm,windy conditions will
move the harvest north and west-
ward acrossthe state.

Rod Run schedule announced
Residents are encouraged to make plansfor Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, June 10, 11 and 12 and attend the 2005
Rod Runin Colby for anostalgic look at the past, said Jo
Strange, publicity chair. The event beginswith aCruise-In
at Sonic Drive-In and Montana Mike'sfrom 5to 9 p.m.,
Friday. “ Everyoneisinvited to stop by and view the cars,”
she said. On Saturday (June 11) registration starts at 8:30
a.m. and the Show and Shineat 9 a.m. Throughout theday,
vehicles will be parked around the perimeter of Fike Park
for viewing and at 4 p.m., rodders will parade their cars
through the two nursing home properties so that residents
can enjoy the cars. In addition to the many cars displayed
Saturdy, food vendorswill be set up inthe park. More de-
tailswill appear in future editions of the Colby Free Press.

Information systems courseto begin

Colby CollegeisofferingaGeographicInformation Sys-
tems course starting next Tuesday on campus. This course
isaninformation management systemwhich combineslay-
ersof information about aparticular location or place. The
courseisatool for storing, retrieving, analyzing and mod-

Briefly

eling solutions. “Used extensively in all levels of govern-
mental planning, economic development and emergency ser-
vices, GIS useisgrowing exponentially,” said Barry Kaaz,
instructor. The coursewill meet two nights per week from 6
to 9 p.m. in the Bedker Memorial Complex, room 704. For
information call Kaaz at 462-3984, ext. 224 or 462-0411.

County participates in campaign
ThomasCounty istakingpartintheMemorial Day “ Click
Itor Ticket” campaignwhich continuesthrough Sunday, said
Sheriff Mike Baughn. The campaign will place additional
officerson streets and highwaysto aggressively enforceall
Kansastraffic laws. For questions about these laws or how
motorists can help, call the sheriff’s office at 460-4570.

After 5 Club plans dinner party
TheHighPlainsKansasAfter 5 Club hasscheduled adin-
ner party on Tuesday, June 14 from 7to 8:30 p.m. at the Co-
lonial Steakhouse in Oakley. A buffet-style dinner will be
servedwiththeparty entitled, “ ExtremeMakeover,” said Teri
Adams, oneof the coordinators. TheAfter 5 Clubisopento
everyone and reservations or cancellations are due by Sun-

day, June12. Tomakeareservation, call Adamsat (785) 460-
6801 or e-mail her at: biohw@st-tel .net Nursery servicesare
provided by reservation only and those interested can con-
tact Adamsaswell.

Genesis food drive to continue

Colby Veteransof Foreign Wars Post 3882 Auxiliary will
continuetheGenesisfood collectionat LeRoy’ sPrinting, 560
N. Franklinin Colby.

Annual tractor show Sunday

The Selden American Legion is hosting its 12th annual
tractor show in Selden on Sunday. Thisyear’sevent isdedi-
cated tothememory of Gerald “ Rex” Shaw, who wasone of
themajor organi zersof the show sinceitsinceptionin 1993.
Everyoneisinvitedtobringantiqueand classictractors, cars
and small enginesto display throughout the day. Thisyear’s
show will beginwithregistrationat 9:30a.m. at thenorthend
of Main Street. Noregistration or attendancefeeisrequired
and plagues will be awarded for top exhibitors. For details
or general information, call (785) 386-4331 or (785) 386-
4481,

Area officials get
the word on new
public health law

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press
OAKLEY — Thirty-three offi-
cials from northwest Kansas met
Tuesday to learn about the state's
newest public health law.

Judy Moler, arepresentative of
theKansasA ssociation of Counties,
acted asfacilitator for the interac-
tive teleconference which took
placeat theNorthwest KansasEdu-
cational Service Center in Oakley.

Moler spoke from Topeka about
HouseBill 2264, anew law outlin-
ing how officialsaretohandlesitu-
ationswhereindividualsor groups
need to be quarantined or isolated
while suffering from a communi-
cabledisease.

“Thisdealswithwhenthegreater
good of thelarger body of acommu-
nity has to be looked at over the
goodof anindividual,” Moler said.

She said the new law providesa
way to proceed when someone, or
agroup of people, needto“remain
inaplaceof quarantineorisolation
until they no longer represent a
threat of contaminationtothelarger
community.”

While much of the new law ad-
dresses current law about commu-
nicablediseases, HB 2264 expands
the duties of local health officers.
Once a public health officer is
aware of adiseasewhich might re-
quirequarantine or isolation, he or
sheisrequiredtoreportittocounty
and state authorities. Theofficeris
alsorequiredtoinvestigatethecase,
takemeasuresto control thedisease
and enforce a quarantine or isola-
tion. He or she also has the power
to close public gatherings, inin-
stances of severe outbreaks of the
fluor other communicablediseases.

Public health officersin the tri-
county region include Juanita
Dewey, R. N., Thomas County;
GeorgettaSchoenfeld, R.N., Logan
County; and Dr. Doug
Gruenbacher, a Quinter physician
serving Sheridan County.

The new law gives local health
officerstheauthority toissueorders
when aperson or persons has been
exposed to a contagious or infec-
tious disease and may require ap-
propriateand necessary evaluation
and treatment.

Moler said the United Statesin

thepast 50yearshasseenvery little
instanceswhenquarantineorisola-
tion of the public has been neces-
sary. Citing chickenpox andtheflu
virus, Moler said publichealth need
toalwaysheenonguardtowatchfor
the public’s health safety.

“Thelocal health officer may or-
der the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or
other law enforcement officer of the
state to assist in the execution or
enforcement of any issued order,”
Moler said about orders to place
someoneinguarantineor isolation.

The new law does not make the
public health officer the chief law
enforcement officer of a county
during communicabl ediseasesitu-
ations, rather it provides atool for
agencies to work together as a
“common person” to protect the
community, Moler said.

New to the law is adue process
hearing portion. If someoneordered
to quarantineor isolation, that per-
sonhastheright to appeal theorder
through adistrict court. While the
individual cannotleavequarantine
or isolation to attend the hearing, a
judge can appoint two competent
physiciansasaboardtoexaminethe
person and report their findingsto
the court.

Alsonewtothelawistheprotec-
tion of employment of anyone
placed in quarantine or isolation.
The law now protects someone
frombeingfiredfromhisor her job
whenthey, or theirimmediatefam-
ily, isisolated or quarantined by
order of the county public health
official.

Moler encouraged everyone at-
tending the meetings in Oakley,
Garden City, Emporia, Liberal,
Great Bend, Hutchinson, Wichita
and Manhattantotaketheinforma-
tion home and discussit.

For more information about the
list of communicablediseasescov-
ered by current laws, aswell asthe
newest law, visit the state website
at www.accesskansas.org. Under
the link | Want To Find, click on
KansasAdministrativeRegulations
and key in 28-1-2 for the complete
list of diseases.

“Thekey topicisquality commu-
nication now, during a non-emer-
gency time, to determine what is
neededduringacrisis,” Moler said.

Sebelius signs benefit bill

TOPEKA AP) — Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius on Tuesday fulfilled a
promise to sign legislation giving
$250,000 to family membersof all
Kansas National Guard members
killed in combat.

“When they make the ultimate
sacrifice, wehaveaduty to carefor
their families,” Sebeliussaidin a
statement. “ This benefit can never
replace the loved one who is lost,
but hopefully it can help prevent
financial hardship and serve as a

token of our state’sgratitude.”

Thebenefitswill bepaidfromthe
state emergency fund and are ex-
empt from statetaxes. Thenew law
takeseffect July 1and coversdeaths
between Nov. 1, 2004 and July 1,
2007, when the law expires. Three
Kansasguardsmenhavebeenkilled
inlrag.

Legislators approved the bill on
May 20, thefinal day of thelegisla-
tive session, whichisnormally re-
served only for abrief adjournment.

How to contact our reporters:

Editor Patty Decker — pdecker@nwkansas.com
(785)462-3963
Tisha Cox — tcox@nwkansas.com
(785) 462-3963
Jan Katz Ackerman — ackermanjk@ruraltel.net
(785) 675-2155
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Colby
Free
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Sun spells f-u-n

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Madison and Kaylin Wiens watched Collin Carroll, middle, play Tuesday at Fike Park in Colby.
The children were taking advantage of a turn to warmer, dry weather.

Summer
Special Offer

for people living 75 miles or more from Hays

10 Visit Pass

to the Center for Health Improvement in Hays

$350

Here’s how it works...

CLINICAL SERVICES

Qi : Hand Care Cent
®  Purchase the 10 visit pass during -

June High Plains Sports Medicine

Occupational Therapy

B In the next 6 months when you’re in
Hays for shopping, doctors
appointments, ball games or summer
school, enjoy the use of the Center
to help keep in shape

Outpatient Rehabilitation
Psychological Associates
Sleep Center

WELLNESS SERVICES
Fitness Membership

We’ve got...

Holistic Solutions

® Indoor Pool & Hot Tub Lifestyle Weight Management
= Full Size Gym. Massage Therapy

m Large Free Weight Area N

m Cardio Theater Personal Training

® Snack Bar

s

THE CENTER

for Health Improvement

For more information call 623-5900

. e
2500 Canterbury Drive Hays Kansas 67601 785.623.5900 www.haysmed.com




