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Time to leave Irag

Tothe Colby Free Press:

| agree with Jane Fonda who appeared on the “Dave
L etterman Show” (CBS). She saysthe Iraqwar should stop
now! Theaudienceclappedloudly inagreement. Thelragwar
is costing lives and taxpayer money; that is what the war is
doing.

Knight Kiplinger in The Kiplinger Letter says under the
heading of MIDEAST POLITICS:

“New delaysindrafting an Iragi constitution posebig risks
for the nation’spolitical futureand for U.S. troopsthere. The
committeeworking on apermanent constitutionisfar behind
scheduleand issureto demand asix-month extension beyond
theAug. 15 deadline. That means|ragqwon’'t beready toform
anew government before mid-2006. | nsurgentswill take ad-
vantage of the holdup, since it guarantees that Iragi leaders
won't beableto focusonimprovinginternal security. The at-
tacks will further erode public support for the political pro-
cess.”

InWashington, D.C., if Congressletslooseof that Iraqwar
then they can solve somebudget problemslike energy, trans-
portation, education and they can even return the money bor-
rowed fromthe Social Security Fundsand alleviatethat prob-
leminstead of acting asif itwerecreatingitsvery owndemise.

But most of all, inletting loose of that Iraqwar ALL of our
troop canreturnhomewithout losingtheir livesor their limbs.

Thiswar can end if enough voices areraised loud enough.
What about thiswar bothersyou?“Nothing,” you say.

Thendon't givemethose crocodiletears! Tell ittothe Ma-
rines!

Yourstruly,

Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby
(L etter #49)

About those letters . . .

TheFree Pressencourages and welcomes|ettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Splashing in the rain

Boy, if that wasn't awelcomed rain over the
holiday weekend. Wow!! The Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center onthewest sideof town
recorded 2.98 inches, which brought the May
total to 3.78inches. Nice. Very nice. Everything
needed a good washing. The longtime average
May rainfall for Colby dating back to 1893is2.86
inches, so we beat that figure. However, if you
chop off someyearsand figureinthe May rain-
fall fromonly 1970 onit would bean average of
4.08, whichwewouldhavefalenshort of by only
0.300f aninch. Thewettest Colby May ever was
in 1981 when 8.92 inches of rain soaked the big

sponge.

| had occasion to bein two locationsfor high
school graduation-related activitiesin the Den-
ver area over the Memorial Holiday weekend.
What acontrast. My niece, KimMurray, wasone
of 585 graduates. Her high school — Grandview
High — has 4,500 students. My nephew, Jack
Uppenkamp, was one of 63 graduates. Hishigh
school — Clear Creek High— hasanenrollment
of alittle over 300 students. Regardless of the
size, there were similarities. Jack’s high school
gymnasiumwaspacked. Kim’scommencement
washeld at the Ritchie Center onthe University
of Denver campusto accommodate that crowd.
Bigor little, high school graduationsawaysfill
whatever siteis utilized. It's a big day for the
grads and their families. A new beginning. And
for someof thestudents, itistheonly graduation
they will ever experience. Too, itis thelast time
everyoneoneof thoseseniorswill ever beinthe
same place at the sametimeagain.

When| got tothinking about thesizeof thehigh
school Kimattended, | thought tomyself that her
school ishigger than many townsin my state of
Kansas. Canyouimaginehaving astudent body
thesizeof thecommunity of Goodland?Or even
us?It bafflesthemind. Quitefrankly | washappy
to graduate from ahigh school about the size of
nephew Jack’s. | would have been lost in any-
thing larger — I'm sure.

Lt. Col. Todd Lancaster, of the United States
Air Force, was speaker at Jack’s graduation.
What a presenter he was! He had the audience
spellboundfor most of thenearly 45-minutetal k.
He did not stand behind a podium, he, instead,
took themikewith himand addressed thegradu-

Tom Dreiling

.My
Turn

ates and the audience as he strolled from one
end of thegymfloor totheother. It wasaninter-
esting account of the ups and downs of his
life...managing to stay with the message of
knowingwhoyouarebeforesetting out onwhat
you want to be. The officer, a graduate of the
United States Air Force Academy with nearly
20 years of service, is a graduate of the same
school nephew Jack was graduating from on
Saturday — Clear Creek High School, a beau-
tiful setting 7,000 feet up the mountains, adja-
cent to Interstate-70. (That 7,000 feetismy es-
timate.) It took us 45-50 minutes to reach the
place from our location in Aurora. But it was
worth thedrive.

Onthelighter side...

A conversation between two guys at work
went likethis:

My wife, who isblonde, camerunning upto
mein the driveway the other day, just jumping
forjoy! I didn’'t know why shewasjumping for
joy but | thought, what theheck so | startedjump-
ing up and down along with her. When shesaid,
“Honey, | havesomereally great newsfor you!”
| said “Great. Tell me what you’ re so happy
about.” She stopped jumping and was breath-
ing heavily from al the jumping up and down,
when shetold methat she was pregnant! | was
ecstatic! We had been trying for awhile, so |
grabbed her and kissed her on thelipsand told
her, “That'sgreat! | couldn’t behappier!” Then,
she said “Oh, honey. There’s more. “1 asked,
“What do you mean ‘more’ 7’ She said, “Well,
we are not having just one baby. We are going
to have TWINS!” Amazed at how she could
know so soon after getting pregnant, | asked her
how sheknew. Shesaid, (youreadersaregoing
tolovethisl), “Well, that was the easy part. |
went to Wal-Mart and bought the twin-pack
home pregnancy test kit and bothtestscameout
positive!”

VicePresident Dick Cheney told Larry King
the other night in responseto aquestion about
Iraq, that wewill remainin Iraq for aslong as
it takes, and not aday longer. I’ ve heard that
said sooftenand eachtimel ask myself, “1f we
aregoing to stay aslong asit takes, and not &
day longer, we must have an idea of when that
day is. Otherwise, we might stay aday longer
then weintended.”

Speaking of the veep, his Mrs., Lynn, said
LauraBushwould makeagood president and
she wouldn’t mind a dynasty in the White
Houseif it werethe Bushes. Thejury’sout on
that one.

So “Deep Throat” hascomeforth. I’ vefor-
gotten all about him over the years since the
resignation of President Richard M. Nixon. |
don’t know how you feel about it, but | restec
well not knowingwhohewasandwill continue
deepingwell nowthat | knowwhoheis. That' |l
certainly befodder for the cable newstalking
heads for probably aslong asit took for the
revelation to surface— 30 years!

Ready for another lighter sider?

Deep in the back woods, aman’swifewent
into labor in the middle of the night, and the
doctor was called out to assist in the delivery.
Since there was no electricity, the doctor
handed the father-to-be a lantern and said,
“Here, youholdthishighsol canseewhat I’ m
doing.”

Soon, ababy boy wasbroughtintotheworld.

“Whoathere,” said the doctor. “Don’'t bein
arush to put thelantern down...1 think there's
yet another oneto come.”

Sure enough, within minutes he had deliv-
ered ababy girl.

“No, no, don’t bein agreat hurry to be put-
ting down that lantern. . . It ssemsthere's yet
another oneinthere!” cried the doctor.

Theman scratched hisheadinbewilderment,
andaskedthedoctor, “ Doyouthinkit’sthelight
that'sattractin’ ‘em?

Have agood evening!
*kkk*x
TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.
Hiscolumnappears\Wednesdaysand Fridays.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com.

They seem to know how to do it

Seldom does a single event in Washington
seemto summarizean entireera, but last month
saw such an event. Congress passed the 2006
federal budget, which gaveahugetax cut tothe
rich, took away money from the program that
funds health care for the poor and opened the
way for oil drilling in the Alaskan wildlife ref-
uge.

That, ladies and gentlemen, is an anti-New
Deal trifecta: Soak the poor, enrichtherich and
to heck with effete concepts like “wilderness’
and “ conservation.”

My favorite quote of the day was supplied by
none other than House Majority Leader Tom
(Greasy Thumb) DelL ay, who said: “ Thisisthe
budget theA merican peoplevotedfor whenthey
returned aRepublican House, aRepublican Sen-
ate and a Republican president to the White
House.”

Yes they did (although they may not have
known it at thetime).

And, asif Congresshadn’t doneenoughmis-
chief, the president foll owed by suggesting that
theSocial Security deficit canbeameliorated by
cutting benefits.

At timeslikethesel think of H.L. Mencken,
who said: “Democracy is the theory that the
common people know what they want, and de-
serveto getit good and hard.”

That’s where we're at now folks, getting it
good and hard. | know what you’ rethinking. If
the Republicansare such amalign party, inhos-
pitableto the majority of the American people,
how do they get elected?

| have atheory, several asamatter of fact:

1. Some people are Republicans by birth or

Donald
Kaul

® Guest
Commentary

habit or conversion. They identify withthe GOP
and simply cannot bring themselvesto votefor
a Democrat, no matter what. (Comparable
Democratsarecalled” Yellow Dog Democrats,”
because they’ d vote for ayellow dog if he ap-
peared on the Democratic ticket. Republicans
likethat might betermed* Bush Republicans.”)

2. Some people arerich. They don’'t need a
safety net; they’re attached to a bungee cord.
They think what’sgood for themisgoodfor the
country and they havetheir Mercedesto prove
it.

3. Some people consider the wall between
church and state an impediment to amoral so-
ciety and seethe Republican Party asthemeans
totear it down. Theseoften arethe samepeople
whoreadtheBiblemainly inordertomemorize
itsprejudices.

4. Some people are dumb as dirt. We have
rai sed successivegenerationsof Americanswho
areaccustomedtogettingtheirinformationfrom
television, where thereis none. Thus they are
easy prey to cynical campaign tactics that un-
fairly demonizeopponentsand mask trueinten-
tions(likeloweringyour Social Security). Both
parties play thisgame, but the Republicansare

much, much better at it.

Addthemall together and what doyou get?A
Republican House, a Republican Senate and &
Republican inthe White House.

That’smy theory and I’ m sticking to it.

One more word about Social Security, how-
ever. Despite hishoneyed words, the president
isnot trying to savethe program for future gen-
erations. Hisaimistogetrid of itandthe Trojan
horse he has chosen asaweaponis* private ac-
counts.”

Whether one will accumulate more or less
retirement money in private accountsisamat-
ter forlegitimateargument but thismuchisclear:
once peopl e accept the notion that they’ re sav-
ing for their own retirement and no one else’s,
the concept of Social Security as a shared re-
sponsibility for the aged isdoomed.

Becausethenext argument will be: What right
hasthegovernment toforcemetoinvest for my
own retirement? If | want to invest in aflat-
screentelevisioninstead, | shouldbeableto. It's
my money. That’san argument that will appeal
to many young wage earners.

Itwon’t happenthisyear or thenext or thenext
decade, probably.

But the Republicanshavebeen hacking away
at this for the past 40 years or so. They're not
going to stop any time soon.

*kkk*x

Donald Kaul isaretired Washington colum:-
nist for theDesMoinesRegister. Hehascovered
thenation’scapital for 29years, winninganunt
ber of coveted awards along the way. Email:
donald.kaul2@verizon.net. Thiscolumnisdis-
tributed by MinutemanMedia.org.



