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Mom not welcome at graduation
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: While most of my
friends are eagerly anticipating
graduation, I am dreading it. The
reason? My mother.

Ever since I was in second grade,
my mother has been addicted to pre-
scription drugs. Mom and Dad di-
vorced when I was in middle school,
and I have lived with my dad ever
since.

This year, Mom began to press for
a ticket to my graduation. I don’t
want her there. She won’t admit to
having a problem, despite the fact
she has been in rehab 10 times. I
can’t remember a time prior to her
extended hospital stays and visits by
home nurses.

Before I have any event, she be-
comes manipulative and checks her-
self into the hospital. This hasn’t
happened just once or twice. I’m
talking about every event since I was
in fourth grade — including my
birthday, my older brother’s gradu-
ation, everything. Last year, she for-
got my birthday. I didn’t even get a
phone call. I don’t think she has
earned a ticket for graduation.

Many people in my life have been
there for me when my mother was
not. Now Mother is claiming that
because she is my mother, she
should supersede all the others. She
is still heavily medicated and prone
to making scenes, including threat-
ening suicide, if she doesn’t get what
she wants — that ticket. There are
only a limited number available. I
would like to give them to people
who have shown they care about me.
What are your thoughts on this?

— SHATTERED SENIOR
DEAR SENIOR: You have my

sympathy. I know you feel cheated
because you didn’t have the kind
of mother you wished for. How-
ever, from your description, your
mother appears to suffer from a
severe mental illness. A person
who is heavily medicated and re-
peatedly hospitalized is not en-
tirely responsible for her actions.
Giving birth to you and your
brother may have been her only

positive accomplishments in this
life. For that reason, I think she
should attend your graduation.

The people who have supported
you over the years will be happy
to celebrate with you after the cer-
emony, I’m sure. And I’m also
sure they’ll understand why your
mother should see you get your
diploma if she is able.

DEAR ABBY: I have been a cli-
ent of a wonderful hairstylist I’ll call
“Valerie” for about four years.
There’s only one problem. She
wears large rings on her fingers, and
when she uses her fingers to “comb”
through my hair as she dries it, the
rings catch on my hair. I end up with
several hairs either being torn out by
the roots or broken at the point
where her rings catch. It’s downright
painful.

I love how Valerie styles my hair
and don’t want to leave her, but I’m
not sure how to tactfully call this to
her attention. I’m hoping that she —
and other stylists who do this — will
see themselves in this letter and re-
move their rings when it’s time to
dry their customers’ hair.

— GOING BALD
DEAR GOING BALD: Nice

try, but don’t count on it. What if
your hairstylist misses my column
today? One would think that a
client’s natural reaction to having
her hair jerked out by the roots —
an emphatic “OUCH!” — would
be enough. However, because the
discomfort she’s causing seems to
have escaped her notice, use the
direct approach and tell her your
preference in plain English.

DEAR ABBY: From time to time
in years past, you have offered your

readers tips for a happy marriage.
Have you any to share today?

— ENGAGED IN OHIO
DEAR ENGAGED: As a mat-

ter of fact, I do. At the wedding of
his youngest daughter, my friend
John P. McMeel offered the fol-
lowing “three phrases that guar-
antee a happy marriage”:

—  “I was wrong.”
—  “You were right.”
—  “I love you.”

DEAR ABBY: I have a touchy
family situation. My husband, who
is turning 40 this year, doesn’t know
his biological father. He has been
having some health issues, and we
feel it would be good to know his
paternal medical history.

Abby, his mother refuses to give
him the name. When he approached
her, she told him she didn’t remem-
ber it. Bullpucky! How can you get
pregnant by someone and not re-
member his name — unless it was
incest, and then I could understand
the skeleton in the closet.

My mother-in-law had to sell her
house and move in with us about a
year ago. This is delicate because I
don’t know how to approach her
about this.

—  ANONYMOUS
DEAR ANONYMOUS: You

and your husband could ap-
proach his mother together and
stress the importance of his know-
ing his father’s medical history.
However, if she still insists she
does not know his father’s name,
you will have to accept it. She
could be telling the truth. When
your husband was conceived, his
mother might have been drunk,
drugged, raped — or had a one-
night stand.

Bridge

Famous Hand
 Bridge is much too complicated a game for

anyone to expect to bid every hand perfectly.
Even the best partnerships in the world, with
all their skill and experience, cannot hope to
arrive at the best contract as often as 90 percent
of the time.

Consider this deal from the 1979 World Team
Championship.

It was played at six tables, and at only one was
the correct contract — a partscore in diamonds
— reached.

There is no question that the hand is a made-
to-order trap for North-South. With 27 high-
card points in the combined hands, plus an ex-
cellent trump suit, it is almost impossible not
to reach a game contract.

Here is how the bidding went at the six tables:
North   East South West
1 C       1 S 2 D          Pass
3 D       Pass 3 H          Pass
3 S       Pass 5 D
1 D       1 S 2 S          Pass
3 C       Pass 3 S          Pass
3 NT

1 D       1 S 2 S          Pass
3 C       Pass 3 S         Dble
3 NT

1 C       1 S 2 D          Pass
3 D       Pass 3 S          Dble
Pass       Pass 4 D

1 D       1 S 2 D          Pass
2 NT     Pass 3 NT

1 D       1 S 2 S          3 S
Dble      Pass 5 D
Two of the three Norths that got to three

notrump actually made the contract! At one
table, East led the spade seven, and declarer
made five notrump.

 At the second table, East led a club, and de-
clarer made four notrump. At the third table,
East led the K-A of spades, on which West
played the jack and then the nine to unblock the
suit.

As a result, declarer lost five spade tricks and
went down one.

Tomorrow: The bread-and-butter hands.
 (c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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