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The Colby “Cruise to the Past
Rod Run”
brought out
classic car en-
thusiasts from
awide area of
Kansas and
from other
statesthis past
weekend. -

The people
who  show
their cars ei-
ther previously owned one of the
cars like they now have or came
to them years after they were
originally manufactured.

All have different tastes when
itcomestotheclassicsbut they all
have in common one thing —
their enthusiasm and passion for
their cars.

Martin Lovenstein of Colby
spentfiveyearsrestoringhis1967
ChevelleMalibu.

“1 did everything on it except
thepaint,” he said.

His attraction to the Malibu
beganin1967 when hepurchased
one brand new, which he sold in
1995. L ovensteinlater decided he
wanted another so he bought the
car herestored in 2000.

Andtheshiny red beauty wasa
far cry fromtheautomobileinthe
picturesthat wereshownwiththe
car. They showed just how much
work was done on restoration.

David Wagner of Castle Rock,
Colo. and Sid Jacobsenof Denver,
membersof theMileHigh Falcon
Club in Denver, were two of the
club’smembersthat hadtheir cars
ondisplay. Theclub had atotal of
12 carsin Colby over the week-
end.

S.Jacobsen

Cruisin' to the past

Rod Runners
love thelr cars

Wagner’s black 1965 Ford Fal-
con sprint convertible hasbeen his
prideand joy for 10 years now.

“Wehad onejust likeit webought

| In1965,” hesaid. Hisfirst wasto-

taled and hewanted another. When
hesaw theFalcon, hebought it, and
hewasgettingagemwhenit comes

j tocollectiblecars. Only 300 of the

Falcon sprint convertibles were
made.

“It'skind of rare,” Wagner said.
“It'sonly one of two in the state of
Colorado.”

Jacobsen’s reasons for owning
his1964 Falcon convertiblewerea
littlemorepersonal thanWagner’s,
considering his history with that
particular type of Ford.

Whenhewasalittleboy hedrove
one, and asateenager hehad a“ hot
rod” Falcon. He said an accident
resulted inthelossaleg.

Jacobsen said they’ re now be-
coming like the Ford Mustang —
hard to find and expensive, which
madehimglad hebought hisFalcon
when hedid fiveyearsago.

Another Colorado car ondisplay
was Jim Schneider’s 1968 Chevy
Camaro.

Schneider, of Parker, Colo., said
he’'s owned the Camaro for 20
years. “ That'stheonly Camarol’ve
ever owned,” hesaid.

Schneider hasowned 15different
classic carsbut the Camaroisafa-
vorite. He chose it because of its
body style. At one time, he had a
Pontiac Firebird, but he said it
wasn't nearly asniceastheCamaro.

He just had the car painted last
year and did some custom work on
it. Thiswasthefirsttime he'shad
theCamaroattheRod Run, buthe's
brought other carsin the past.

“1 couldn’t wait to come back,”
Schneider said.

A

ABOVE: Kristina Deges of Colby admired one of the many classic cars on display at Fike Park
Saturday during the annual Colby Rod Run. BELOW LEFT: Children enjoyed the two jumping
castles provided by the Thomas County Amusement Association. BELOW RIGHT A horseshoe
tournament was just one of the many activities at Fike Park Saturday that took place in conjunc-
tion with the Rod Run.
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Commissioners hear plan to fix courthouse clock

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Timecontinuestostand still —at
the Thomas County Courthouse.

However, work to repair the
clock facesonthebuilding’stower
isonestep closer to becoming are-
ality.

Dennis Meitl of The Tool Box,
Bruce Bandy of Commercial Sign
and Rod Rodenbeck of Colby Glass
wereat themeeting thismorning of
the ThomasCounty commissioners
to discuss repairs to the clock’'s
faces.

They weren’t able to get alook

We are talking about another 100-

year fix.”

Bruce Bandy,

owrner of Commercial Sign

this morning at the faces outside
usingacherry picker becauseof the
wind, but Bandy saidthey didgetto
seethem fromthe inside.
Becausethefacesare historical,
they can’t bealtered but they canbe
preserved, he said, and added the

three of them came up with aplan.
They presented their plan and
will come back at alater meeting
withawritten proposal and abetter
ideaof the cost, whichisestimated
around $15,000.
They told thecommissionersthe

wood retention rings holding the
clock facesinplaceareatrisk at this
time.

Overthepast 100years, thefaces
have sunk about aninch and ahalf.

Outside, the wood has rotted
away and has become a problem.

“Inside’snot really bad,” Bandy
said.

They suggested puttingana umi-
num retention ring inside and out-
sidearound thefaces.

Theringswouldn’t beattachedto
the faces but would be sealed with
urethane to keep out water and
would al so stop the downward mi-

gration.

“We'retalking another 100-year
fix,” hesaid.

Thework couldtakeuptoaweek
andwouldinvolvetwo cranetrucks
onthecourthouselawn, Bandy said
today.

Chairman Ron Evans said the
commissionersoweittothecitizens
of the county to preserve the clock
tower andsaidtheplanthat waspre-
sented wasagood one.

In other business, the commis-
sionersapprovedtheMonday, June
6 minutes and paying the first half
of the Junebills.

Wheat
plot tour
Tuesday

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editol

The Thomas County Extension
Council isagainofferingitsannual
Wheat Plot Tour starting at 7:30
am., Tuesday, at the Mike Brown
farmlocatedfivemilessouth of the
Levant/Interstate-70 interchange.

The first part of the tour will be
held in the shop on the east side of
theroad fromtheinterchange, saic
Doug Musick, extension agent.

Thepurposeof theannual tour, he
said, isto offer assistance to arez
farmersonissuesthat affect them.

“The tour helps producers stay
up-to-dateonthecurrent wheat va-
rietiesand providesinformationto
assist theminfutureyearsof farm-
ing,” Musick said today.

By offering updates on the cur-
rent wheat varieties, farmers have
abetter ideaof what works, hesaid,
and thisyear there are 18 varieties
that will bereviewed.

Some are of the whitewheat va-
riety, but the majority are hard red
winter wheat, Musick said.

Regardingtheeducational aspect
of the tour, Jim Shroyer, Kansas
State University extension wheat
specialistand Brian Olson, agrono-
mist, arethe guest speakers.

“They will discussstriperust and
thelong term impact of the disease
on wheat production in northwest
Kansas,” Musick said.

Before touring the plots, there
will bediscussiononnitrogen man-
agement issues, Wheat Streak Mo-
saic and Hession Fly control.

“Whiletouringtheplots, wewill
view the conventional and no-till
variety and seeding rate plots,” he
said. “Additionally, Jim and Brian
will point out any visible signs of
insect, disease or weather damage
to help improve our crop scouting
skills.”

The tour and presentations are
informal, he said. In fact, Mattson
Farmswill beproviding doughnuts
andtheKansasCrop | mprovement
Association is providing free
“Koozies’ (insulated pop canhol d-
ers) tothefirst 40 guests.

Asfortherecent rainsand cool er
temperatures, Musick said therain
has been ahelp — late for alot of
farmers— but still ahelp.

“Therain in recent days hasin-
creasedthewheat kernel sizealittle,
which will mean more yield, but
could not help with making more
kernels,” he said. The cooler tem-
peraturesareal sowelcomein help-
ing tofill thewheat kernels.

Everyoneisinvitedtothisannual
tour, Musick said. For questions,
producers may e-mail him at:
dmusick@oznet.ksu.edu

First week: Excavation uncovering S|gns of human habitation

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

KANORADO — Bones are not
the primetargetsof thearcheol ogi-
cal dig along the banks of the
Middle Beaver Creek near Kan-
orado, but everyone on site gets
excited when oneisfound.

Volunteersfrom the KansasAn-
thropol ogical Associationarehel p-
ing excavate three sites. They are
wrapping up their first week, but
work will continue daily through
June 19.

“Wearenot |ooking specifically
for bones,” said Dr. SteveHolen of
the Denver Museum of Scienceand
Nature. “Finding bones is part of
excavating sites where we believe
there are artifacts that may prove
that humanslivedin thisareaover
12,000 years ago.

“Archeologists are interested in
finding anything that will help tell
who was in the area and what was
happening at different times. The
sitesareworked by scraping small
areas down a5-centimeter level at
atime, andd | thedirtissiftedtofind
any small piecesthat might helptell
the history of the area.”

Completing the first week the
volunteershavefound bones, stone
scrapers, ancient painting material

and numerous flakes of rock that
were chipped off by the humansas
they made tools or arrowheads to
hunt mammoths, camel and bison.

Over 100volunteershavesigned
upto helpwiththeexcavation, and
more than 40 took the yellow
school busWednesday, suppliedby
the Goodland School District, and
split up at thethree sites. That was
thelargest crew onasingleday for
the first week. The number varies
each day, and some work the full
day while others work either the
mornings or the afternoons.

Atthesite, thevolunteersareas-
signedtoanareaand aspecificunit,
which hasbeen laid out with large
spikesand string. Theel evationsof
each unit are confirmed with asur-
veying system that has a built-in
GPSto makethe measurementsas
exact aspossible.

Each volunteer usesasharpened
trowel and scoopto shavethinlay-
ers of dirt off the top of their unit.
Thedirtisthenscreenedtofindthe
smallest pieces of both bones and
tool flakes. Thefieldwork ishalf of
thefield-training program. Back at
GoodlandHigh School, classesare
taught inthemorningsand alabis
set upinthe cafeteria.

Theclassesrangefrom studying

architecture to the proper way to
photograph a scientific site. Some
of thestudentsaretakingtheclasses
for credit through Emporia State
University.

Inthelab, thevolunteersarehel p-
ingwash, sortand dry brushhistoric
material gathered at Fort Haysand
Rice County sitesin past years.

All specimenscollectedfromthe
excavationthisyear arebeingtaken
to Denver for examination, carbon
dating and cataloging.

The volunteers in the lab are
learning how to use toothbrushes
and water to clean pieces of glass
and ceramics, and to dry brush
metal fragmentsthat cameout of the
dumpsiteof theold Fort Haysmili-
tary post. Other volunteerssort the
glassby color andtypessoit canbe
cataloged. One person has been
working on atray of old pieces of
leather found at the same site that
includes pieces of shoes, beltsand
straps. Thelabisopenfrom 8 am.
to noon and from 1to 5 p.m. Visi-
torsare welcometo drop by to see
what the volunteers are cleaning
andto seesomeof thespecial items
that have been found over the past
week fromthehistoricfort’ sdump.
Based on the amount of green
champagne bottle glass, the offic-
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Dr. Steven Holen of the Denver Museum of Nature and Science held up a calcite flake that was found
last week at the westernmost of three sites.

ers had alot of parties. The final
evening program will be at 7 p.m.
on Saturday, June 18, whenthevol-
unteerswill gather for anicecream
social and review what has hap-
pened during the two weeks. Sage
saidtherewill beasilent auctionto

help raise money for the Anthropo-
logical Association for upcoming
digs. Evening speakersinclude lo-
cal historian Mike Baughn or
Marilyn Cooper, whowill talk about
theJuly 1867 Kidder Massacreat 7
p.m. on Friday at the high school.

Tuesday at 7 p.m., Janice McL ean
of the state Historical Society will
speak on “Patterns of High Plains
Lithic ResourceUse.” Next Friday
at 7 p.m., Chris Widga will talk
about the Claussen site excavation
last year.
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