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Woman escapes her violent past

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Gene,” and | met aweek before
my 30th birthday.

Gene had always been a poor
student and preferred ajob mak-
ing money to learning. (He never
learnedtoread past akindergarten
level; therefore he doesn’t write
well.)

Wemovedintoourownhomein
1999. We both wanted children,
and our daughter was born in
2001. Our relationship was great
— until we had someone elseto
carefor.

Because Gene was brought up
old-fashioned, hedecided | wasto
stay at homeand carefor thehouse
andkidswhileheworked and pro-
vided for us.

Thingsgot physical notlong af-
ter our daughter arrived. We' d ar-
gue and I'd try to leave, only to
resultinmy beingchoked. Orhe’'d
throw meagainstawall to prevent
mefromcalling 911.

Onetime, hebrokemy nose. He
wasnever violent toward thechil -
dren— | hadasonin2004—only
toward me because of them. He
said | never did thingsright or |
took up for them.

| left for good six weeks ago. |
have left many times before, but
went back becauseof dependency.
Thistime | have alot of support,

| plusl’menlistingintheAir Force.

My father servedinthemilitary for
21 years, andisquitting histruck-
drivingjobtocarefor my children
while | attend basic training and
tech school.

Gene knows I’m not coming
back thistime. We' reon speaking
termsonly becauseof thechildren.

Abby, I find myself wondering
if, aftermy sixyearsintheservice,
| shouldtrytoreconcilewithGene.
Onsomelevel, | knowitwouldn't

Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:
West North East South
19 1 s 29 3
6w 7 Dble
Opening lead — ace of diamonds.

Believelt or Not!
Thebiggest swingsinteam-of-four play
occur on those rare hands where a pair at

Abigail
Van Buren

work andit'swrongto eventhink
about going back to that life after
being given a chance for a better
one.

Butthen, | pictureGenewithus
inthat better life. Woulditbeaslap
inthefaceif, intheend, Geneand
| worked out our differences and

e Dear Abby

workers, acquaintances, etc. —
but havethereceptiononly for out-
of-town guests, close friends anc
family dueto thelimited space.
Isthereaproper way toexclude
peoplefrom the reception?
| don’t want toinsult anyone.
— WEDDINGBELLEIN

forgot about the past? FLORIDA
— NEEDSANSWERSIN DEAR WEDDING BELLE:
MISSISSIPPI In aword, no. To invite 70C

DEAR NEEDSANSWERS:
It could beasdlap in theface; it
could also be a broken jaw, an-
other broken bone—the possi-
bilities are endless. Although
your husband “wasn’t violent
towardthechildren,” byfailing
tocontrol hisrageheEXPOSED
them toviolence.

Nowhereinyour letter didyou
mention that he hasany desire
to change.

Because your 4-year-old
daughter knows no different,
shethinksher daddy’sbehavior
isnormal. It isurgent that she
learnitisNOT normal, andit’s
your jobtoteach her that lesson
by example.

You are making positive
stridesintherightdirection. My
adviceisto keep marching for-
ward and don’t ook back.

DEARABBY: My fianceand |
plantobemarried nextwinter. Our
churchholds700people, whilethe
reception hall holdsonly 200.

Wewould lovetoinvite lots of
people to the ceremony — co-

Family Ci

gueststoaweddingand exclude
500 of them from the reception
would beinsulting and a social
gaffethat would takeyou year s
tolivedown.

Either limit your wedding to
200guestsor find alarger place
tohold your reception.

DEAR ABBY: My grandchil-
dren, ages 2 and 4, deep in their
mother’s bed at night. (They do
have roomsof their own.)

When my son and daughter-in-
law go on vacation this summer
and | baby-sit, do | havetheright
totry to get themto sleep in their
own rooms?

— SOLO SLEEPERIN ST.
LOUIS

DEAR SOLO SLEEPER:
Absolutely. | wish you luck!

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
writtenbyAbigail VanBuren, also
knownasJeannePhillips,andwas
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear -
Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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one table bids and makes a grand slam,

whiletheirteammatesat theother tableal so
bid and makeagrand slamwith theoppos-

“... one Nation under God, invisible ...”
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT COULD YOU

CALL ANY FATHER WHO COMES FROM

INDIANA? I WOULD SAY “HOOSIER DADDY!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals O

ing cards!

Unlikely as this might seem, that’s ex-
actly what happened in today’sdeal.

At the first table, South wound up in
seven clubsdoubled onthebidding shown.
Had West |ed the ace of hearts, declarer
would have gone down one.

But it seemed to West that theace of dia-
mondswasmuchmorelikely tosurviveas
the opening salvo than the ace of hearts.
This was certainly areasonable assump-
tion, but declarer ruffed thefirst diamond
indummy and easily madethegrand slam.

He trumped four diamonds in dummy
and four spadesin his hand, establishing
dummy’s spades as well as his last dia-
mond.

After drawing East’slone trump, South
discarded hisheart|oser onaspadeand had
therest of thetricks.

At the second table, after adifferent se-
guence of bids, West wound up in seven
hearts.

A spade lead by North would have
stopped thisgrand slam, but instead North
made the uninspired lead of the king of
clubs.

Declarer ruffed, drew two rounds of
trumps, took theobviousfinessesin spades
and diamonds, and so made all thetricks.

So the successful team scored 2,330
points at the first table for making seven
clubsdoubled, and another 2,210 pointsat
the second table for making seven hearts
undoubled, andthusgained 4,540 pointson
onedeal!

What all thisteachesusisdifficult tosay,
but thefact isthat at both tablesadifferent
opening lead would have set both slams!

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Crossword
ACROSS 42 Journal 3 Barely 22 Family
1 Sib 44 Scooby’s yellow 23 Despond-
address pal 4 A ent
4 Actor 46 Trattoria cappella 27 Become
Johnny offering rock one
8 Bob the 50 Flightless 5 Right 29 Napping,
builder bird angle maybe
12 Lummox 51 Eager 6 Trudge 30 1960s
13 Earthen- 52 In the 7 Rid of dance
ware wings rind 31 Stage
pot 56 Actress 8 Ice cream statue
14 Highly Anderson flavor 33 12th-
excited 57 Fountain 9 Com- century
15 Border- treat poser sultan
line 58 OlId Olds- Stravin- 35 Clear the
indecent mobile sky tables
17 Iditarod 59 Author 10 Capital of 38 Follow
terminus Wister Togo relent-
18 “Holy 60 Winged 11 Shake- lessly
moley!” archer spearean 40 Caissons
19 Wants 61 Lair septet 43 Dwarf
21 Teacher’s 16 Bill's 45 Invoice
place DOWN partner abbr.
24 Benicio 1 Greet the 20 Vast 46 “Le Roi
— Toro villain expanse dys”
25 Foreman 2 Fliers 21 Nail the composer
foe O.H.M.S. QB 47 Acknowl-
26 “Bam!” - P R edge
28 Flying Solution time: 25 mlnAs.N 48 Trig
32 “Memory” TTo measure
musical L[E[s] 49 Some-
34 Symbol of :F where
intrigue - AL out
36 Kind of als =N there
hairdo R[ 1 n[E] 53 Mr.
37 Massage H: Ziegfeld
39 French LIS{ 54 Turn
B|A U|T .
noble Alw Ay right
41 Enjoy- BN ulx| 55 Oodles of
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