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Jury room has a way
of providing surprises

So, Michael Jackson walked.

Thejurorsjust couldn’t find asmoking gun.

They said they looked hard and long.

Thestatefailedinitsargument.

Thedefensesaid all theright words.

Maybeit was because of aprosecutor whowashell-bent on find-
ing Michael Jackson guilty. A prosecutor whose apparent full-time
mission wasto toss Jackson'sfanny in jail.

Over zealous, would betheterm.

Too, wetelevision viewerswere spoon-fed what those so-called
“analysts” wantedtofeed us. Andif youwatched many of them, they,
too, couldn’t agree onwhat they witnessedinthe courtroom. Which
isoneof thereasonswewerein hopesthat thejudgewould havelet
the Jackson trial be as public aswasthe O.J. Simpsontrial.

But that didn’t happen and consequently we didn’t know what
evidencethejury wasprivy to asit moved toward deliberations.

Another examplewasthe actor Robert Blake murder trial. If you
believed what the analystsweretelling us, therewaslittle hopethat
Blakewould walk. But hedid.

| (the publisher of thisnewspaper) sat onajury someyearsago. It
involved astudent and apopular coupleinthat community. Thestu-
dent hit the couplewith hiscar onenight asthey werewal king along
the street. Early speculation was that the student would be justly
punished. After all, the couple suffered seriousinjuries.

But after afew dayshearing all the evidence, thejury concluded,
during itsdeliberations, that the student did nothing wrong. Hewas
not guilty of anything. The couple, however, the jury concluded,
didn’t take steps necessary to protect themselves. They walked in
thestreet, at night, nexttoasidewalk. Their clothingdidlittletowarn
motorists of their presence on the street.

Going into the case, however, all | had to go on were reports car-
ried in the newspaper. It didn’t sound like an open and shut caseto
me. But coffeedrinkersprior to thetrial were quick to condemnthe
student. “ Probably speeding.” “Maybebeered upalittle.” Youknow
how coffee shop drinker-juriesreason.

Sitting in the jury box and watching and listening to all the testi-
mony isareal eye opener. You know your responsibility and that
responsibility takes on a more pronounced tone. You hear BOTH
sidesof thestory. You hear closingargumentsfrom BOTH attorneys.
We saw both partiesinvolved. Welistened asthey took the stand.

Thenweretired totheroom— thejury room. After frank discus-
sions, weal arrived at the same verdict — not guilty. But had | lis-
tenedtothecoffeejurors, theyoung manwould have beenlaunched
by missileinto outer space.

So, we are back to the Jackson jury. They saw and heard some-
thingwedidn’t. They looked for the smoking gun. It wasn't there. |
thought, in the end, he would be found guilty as charged. But he
wasn’t. Not in thisparticular case, anyway.
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When ‘old’ friends get together

“Remember whenwe...”

“No, but | remember whenyouknockedonmy
door at 2:30 a.m. onemorning to go ridearound
inyour dad’s pickup to look at flood water.”

Thistype of conversationtook place between
my high school best friend and meover theweek-
end when she came to Hoxieto sing for awed-
ding. Shedidn’t cometo sing for just any wed-
ding, shecametosingfor her first cousin’ swed-
ding.

But wait, it gets better.

Not in a million years would | have ever
guessed my next door neighbor would end up
marrying my best friend’sfirst cousin. About a
year ago, my neighbor told mewho hewas dat-
ing. Immediately after hetold meher last name,
| wasabletotell himher maidenname, her mom's
nameandwhereher momlived, aswell aswhere
hislady friendwent to school andthat sheplayed
basketball whileshewasin school. That wasone
jaw dropping experience— on hispart anyway.

Who' dathunk | knew theyoungwomanwhen
shewas acoupleyears ahead of my sonin high
school at the very same school from which my
best friend and | graduated.

Well, thewedding went off without ahitchand
itwassuchfunfor my friend and metoreminisce
about the 30 plus years ago we spent in school.
Thegiggleswereasurething aswelooked back
at our lives.

I’ m amazed that we can remember usel essin-
formation, likethefactonFeb. 1, 1973, theClass
of 1973 which had 73 students had 73 days of
school |eft beforegraduation. We could remem-
ber that piece of school day trivialast Thursday
evening, but we couldn’t remember what we'd
had for lunch earlier that day.

And, when my friend asked why the Class of

_eave Star

It'sironicthat just asthelatest episodeof Star
Wars sweeps the country, news is leaked from
theWhiteHousethat the Pentagonispursuinga
program to put weaponsin space.

Why?

Becauseit’sthe Star Wars concept, first pro-
posed by President Ronald Reagan, which has
led to the Pentagon’s decision to pursue space
weapons.

Now waitaminute, you' rethinking. Star Wars
islong gone. Well, not exactly.

It'struethat President Reagan’soriginal idea
tobase"“defensive” weaponson satellitesinthe
cosmoshasbeen off theofficial booksever since
President Bill Clinton decided to scaleit back.

Clinton proposed alimited “ Star Wars” plan.
It was referred to as ‘“National Missile De-
fense,” and the interceptor missiles were de-
signed to be placed onland, not in space.

Democrats supported Clinton’s plan for po-
litical —not military-reasons: Democratshoped
totakeanother issueaway fromtheRepublicans.
We support missiledefense, too, they wanted to
tell voters— just like the Republicans.

Thisstrategy failed, because Republicansthen
proposed abigger missiledefensesystem, leav-
ing Democratswherethey started: onthedefen-
sive.

After 9/11—whichwasirrefutableevidence
of thelimited benefit of Star Wars— Democrats
threw in the towel completely and voiced little
or nooppositiontothemissiledefenseprogram.

And so the program has gone ever since. Si-
losare now under constructioninAlaska, even
though the ability of the system to shoot down
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« From Where
| stand

1973 hasonly hadoneclassreunioninthesepast
32 years, | wasright on cuewith the answer.

“Wedidn'tlikeeach other asaclassback then,
why do you think we' d like each other now?’

Shethought | had agood point!

After hoursof chatter and giggles, wepacked
away the" yester-years’ and got back tothebusi-
ness of life. | headed for work and she packed
up her car and headed tolllinoisfor theremain-
der of her 2-week vacation.

Allinal,what | garneredfromthispast week-
endistheproof thatit really isasmall worldand
wereally are getting old.

_j ka-

There' ssomethingwrongwithmy television.

A few years ago about the only thing | could
tuneinwas some skycams showing meachase
for O.J. Simpson in awhite Bronco on a Cali-
forniafreeway. Thenfor about ayear, it seemed
liketheonly thing on TV was scenesof acourt-
room where Simpson was acquitted of murder.

For the past couple months, it seemslikethe
only thing on TV has been thetrial of Michael
Jackson who was charged with 10 counts of
child mol estation and administering an intoxi-
cating agent to aminor.

Then Monday afternoon, that same TV had
skycam coverageof ablack sport utility vehicle

driving Michael Jacksonaway fromacCalifor-
niacourtroom after he was acquitted.

Maybe | need anew TV or just need asatel -
litefeedwhichblocksout Californiaskycams.
Butinstead of mebuyinganew TV, maybewe
asanation need to take music and moviestars
off their self-appointed pedestals and at the
sametime clean up our morals.

Jackson isreportedly some $20 to $30 mil-
lion dollarsin debt for hislegal defense. Add
to that the fact his credibility and image are
corroded and you still have a44-year-old guy
who hasadmitted helikessl eeping withyoung
boys.

Now themanwho started hiscareer asachild
really needstoget hisact together. All | cansay
isthat onceagain Californiamoney hastalked
and it'stalked loudly. | don’'t care how much
money Jackson has, hisfantasy of beingaresi-
dent of Never- Never Land and allegations of
fondling achild leaves him afar cry from be-
ing Peter Pan.

WhatintheworldisJacksonthinking?You'd
think any man who had gone through not one,
but two sets of allegations about child moles-
tation wouldn’t be caught dead near a child.
And, if he'ssmart, Jacksonwill voluntarily set
in place supervised visitation with his own
children.

Our littlewhitegloved Mr. Michael Jackson
better sell everything he owns and buy stock
in Clorox because the guy needs to make ev-
ery oneof hismoonwalkssterilefromhereon
out.

Jan Katz Ackerman is a reporter for the
Colby FreePress. Her columnappearsThurs-
days. E-mail ackermanjk@ruraltel.net.

Wars I1n the movie house
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incoming missiles has never been proven.

This, despitefederal expendituresonmissile
defenseof about $10 billion per year — enough
toprovidehealthinsurancefor every uninsured
kidinAmerica. Over $80billion hasbeen spent
onmissiledefenseover theyears, about thesame
amount asAmericahas spent on finding acure
to cancer.

Evenwiththeseexpenditures, missiledefense
tests continueto fail as often as succeed — not
agreat track record when you consider that it
takesonly onenuclear missiletodlipthroughthe
systemto causeunspeakabl edeath and destruc-
tion.

Now we' ve arrived at a point where reason-
able politicians, Pentagon officials, and scien-
tists should conclude that missile defense, as
currently conceived, will not work.

Andthat’sjust what the Bush administration
has apparently concluded. But rather than give
up onthe program, Pentagon officialsareplan-
ning to return to the grand Star Wars plan, as
envisioned by President Bush, withweaponson
satellites circling around the planet waiting to
shoot down enemy missilesasthey’ relaunched.

They seethisastheonly planthat hasaprayer
of working— no matter what the ultimate cost.

Andhow would our enemiesrespondtoanew
Star Wars program? They’d start building
nuclear bombsto counter it? Theeasiest way to
combat a Star Wars“defensive” system, which
our enemies would surely see as athreat, istc
overwhelm it with nuclear missiles, ensuring
that some get through. And if some bombs get
through, our enemieswould reason, then an of -
fensive attack by the United Statesisunlikely.

We can find a better way to protect our na-
tional security thanloading spacewithweapons.

But nothing will changeif our political |ead-
ersaretoo scared about being label ed “ weak on
defense” tochallengeeventhemost egregiously
wasteful Pentagon projects.

We need |eaders who have the guts to stand
up and say that throwing money at the Defense
Department will not make us more secure.

Weneed smart defensespending. And cutting
“missile defense” funds and transferring the
savingsto our kidsis agreat way to show just
how smart our country can be.

ViceAdmiral Jack Shanahan (USN, Ret.) for-
mally commanded the U.S. Second Fleet and
headstheMilitary Advisory Committeeof Busi-
nessLeadersfor SensiblePriorities, the parent
organization of TrueMajority.org. Business
Leadersfor Sensible Prioritiesis working to
increasefunding for needed domestic programs
by cutting wasteful spending at the Pentagon.
This column is distributed by
MinutemanMedia.org.
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OKAY, G0 HERE ARE THE
KEY INTERROGATION PROTO-
COLS RUELL BE COVERING .,

GIRESS PAGTIONG, SLEEFP
AND GENGORY PEFRIVATION,
TEMPERATURE CONTROL, PG
HANOLING, CIGARETTE BURNG,
HOOUIWNG ANP BEATING.
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BUT REMEMBER, THERE /5
ONE THING THAT LEALER-
SHIP ~FROW THE FRESIPENT
ON DOWN —~ WLl NEVER
AGAIN 7OLERATE AT OUR
JETENTION CANTERS. ..




