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Van offers
rices to
everyone

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Need aride? The county can
hook you up.

Through agrant fromthestate
and federal government, resi-
dentsinColby canget aridetothe
doctor’s office or around town
when they needit.

Barb Hopper, assistant deputy
county clerk, said the service
started in 1991 when the county
gotitsfirst van.

“That wastheyear theprogram
wasinitiated,” shesaid.

Thecounty got thecurrent van
in 1999, which isdriven by Ed
Dean.

The van seats 12 people and
runsfrom 8 am. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

It services the city of Colby
and also can be used for special
events by appointment only and
with an approved driver.

Hopper said adriver must be
approved by County Clerk Shelly
Harms or the county commis-
sioners. It'sheenused duringthe
annual Rod Runto shuttlepeople
and she said another exampleis
the Pickin’ on the Plains blue-
grassfestival.

Shesaid they ask for $1 atrip,
which isn't a requirement but
they do appreciatethedonations.

“It doesn’t have to be the eld-
erly or handicapped,” Hopper
said.

The van is dispatched and
scheduled through the Senior
Progress Center with director
DonnaSchielkemakingtheradio
callsover thevan'stwo-way ra-

Ed Dean, driver of the public transit van owned by the county, got ready to go make a run this morning.

dio. Hopper stressedthevanisn'ta
taxi service. It'savailabletopeople
who need arideto appointmentsor
to get around town.

The service stays busy, Hopper
said.

“He's usually full all day,” she
said. Hopperisinchargeof theser-
viceand goesto thequarterly Kan-
sas Department of Transportation

transit meetings and does the
monthly report for the state.

The van operates on a state de-
partment of transportation andfed-
eral grant.

It also receives$8,000in operat-
ing money from the commission-
ers.

Hopper had to write agrant and
the monthly reports to keep the
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money availablefor theservice.

Shealso hasto advertiseitin
the paper onceaweek so people
know who to call, which is an-
other requirement. They must
also meet other state require-
mentsregarding saf ety andwho
drivesthevan.

For information or to sched-
ulearide, call 460-2901.

Children’s classes drawing lots of interest

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
ChildreninThomasCounty have
anew outlet for their creativity this
summer.

Classes through the Summer
Youth Program are keeping kids
busy and giving them somethingto
do, said director ClaraBerry.

What started out asan eight-week
pilot programwith eight classeslast
year has experienced an explosion
ingrowthinitsfirst full year of ex-
istence.

Each class was offered three
daysaweek for one hour each.

L ast summer, therewerean aver-
ageof 12 kids per class.

That’sgone up to 20-27 kids per
classthisyear.

“We had great success with the

children showing up,” Berry said.
ClassesstartedearlyinJuneandrun
through July. Classes arefrom 1-5
p.m. four days a week at Colby
United Methodist Church, whichis
a program sponsor and where the
classesareheld.

Offering such as chess, photog-
raphy, Spanish, rocketry, cooking
with Oreosand morehavefilled up
with children from around the
county.

Sixteen classes are offered this
year, with sessions on digital pho-
tography and Web pagedesign till
to comebeforethesummer isover.

“We bought all the suppliessoit
waspossibleforall tocome,” Berry
said.

Two individuals paid for last
year’ sclassesand thissummer, the

entire program is funded through
grants. She said DeannaVogler, a
professional grant writer, wrote
grantsto seven different organiza-
tionsto secure funding.

With the success of the summer
program, thereistalk of expanding
toafter school thisfall and she’'salso
beenasked by parentsif any classes
for adultsare planned.

“There'sheenalot of adultsask-
ing,” shesaid, addingtherehasbeen
a definite need of something for
childrento dointhe summer.

Berry said she'salsotalked with
Pioneer Memorial Library director
Jeff Friesen about collaborating on
someideas.

She said the program has gotten
help from churchesin the commu-
nity, volunteers, teachers and the

school district hasal soshowedtheir
interest and support.

Beforetheclasses started, Berry
said more than 800 booklets were
distributed around the county to
Gem, Selden, Brewster, Rexford
and in Colby, the public schools,
Heartland Christian School and
Sacred Heart Catholic School.

“It's just been incredible,” she
said.“Ithasbeenreally wonderful.”

On Sunday, July 31, therewill be
anopenhouseat thechurchto show
off what the children have learned
and made, including a display of
photographs, custom frames and
other projects.

Berry said some classes are il
available.

For questions, information, par-
entscancall her at (785) 460-8267.

The gift
of life

Dianna Middleton of Gove,
left, waited while American
Red Cross nurse Kay Schrau-
ner, got ready to disconnect
her from the pint of blood she
donated during a blood drive
Tuesday atthe Colby Commu-
nity Building. Jo Cheney, one
of the organizers, said 123
units of blood were collected
from 140 people who showed
up to donate. Of those, nine
were first-time donors.
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The Colby Free Pressis mak-
ingchangesinitsinternet system
whichshould makeservicefaster
and morereliable.

Weare using an upgraded line
forinbound and outbound traffic.
DiaupInternet customersshould
not notice any changes or prob-
lems.

For those who do, please call

Internet system changing

Tom Betz at 785-899-2338, or
Evan Barnum, 785-462-3963.
They cangiveyouanew domain
nameserver, or “DNS,” number
to enter into your computer’s
control panel.

Using the new number may
providefaster downloads, evenif
your computer is working OK.
Tofind out, call Betz.

City attorney
reviews rules
of conduct

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Thecity'sattorney reviewedfour
of themostimportant aspectsof the
new League of Municipalities
handbook during thecouncil meet-
ing Tuesday night.

Attorney Dave Starkey saidthere
are four areas he wanted to talk
about dealing with the statutory
laws of municipalities, the budget
laws, the role of councilmen, city
manager and mayor and open meet-
ingsact. Inhisbrief synopsisof the
handbook, he said that municipali-
tiesisagenera termtoincludegov-
ernment officials whether in the
city, county, school, or college.

The statutory laws, he said, are
exactly the same. Starkey said he
cannot believe how many timeshe
has heard political candidates say
that“if el ected, they would straight-
enthingsout.”

Under the statutory provisions;
however, therearefiduciary duties
entrusted to that official or in other
words, certaintruststhat theelected
official must adhere to based on
public confidence and within the
guidelines of the law.

By following the statutory laws
outlined in the handbook, he said,
councilmen can take certain risks
and know what the consequences
are, whichiswhy itissoimportant
for official stounderstandwhat can
and cannot be done, Starkey said.

Themainpointshewantedtodis-
cuss on budget laws included that
municipalities must have a bal-
anced budget.

“When the budget law was
passed by the legislature in the
1930s, Kansas was in bad shape,”
he said. “The ideawasthat once a
budget wasadopted, municipalities
hadtoliveby it until thenext fiscal
year.”

Therearewaystoamendthis, he
noted, referring to the cash basis
law.

“Financial affairsof municipali-
ties,” Starkey said, “areto be con-
ductedonly onacashbasis, encum-
bered or spent.”

Cities cannot borrow, but they
have the option of industrial rev-
enuebondswhicharegenerated by
utility revenues or general obliga-
tionbonds, generated by taxesfrom
thecity.

Intheevent of adisaster, suchas
the recent power truck breaking
down, even no-fund warrants can
beissued, but thoseare some of the
only ways a city can get money to
fund items.

L ease-purchase agreements are
alsoacceptablefor largeitemssuch
asfiretrucks, hugepiecesof equip-
ment, and the like. In these situa-
tions, itistheonlylegal way tobor-
row and not violate the cash basis
law.

Thethirdissuedealt withthedif-
ferent roles officials play withina
municipality. In Kansas, cities are
identified as either first, second or
thirdclasscitiesandthecategoryis
based on population and each has
different forms of government.

“Colby isasecondclasscity,” he
said and itsform of government is
mayor, city council and city man-
ager. Themayor, hesaid, hasstatu-
tory dutiesastheexecutiveofficeof
thecity and themayor doesn’'t vote
unlessthereatie.

“The city manager is a profes-
sional hired by
the council and L
mayor and, who |
serves at the
pleasure of the
council,” Star-
key said.

Part of thedu-
ties, but not in-
clusive, is that
thecity manager
will appoint de-
partment heads (sometimes with
theconcurrence of council, but not
mandatory) along with the day-to-
day operation of thecity.

Asacouncil person, each should
know what their functionis.

“There can be a problem when
councilmen as el ected officials gc
to the source of what they seease
concernandtry tosolveit,” hesaid.

Starkey saidthat ascouncil mem-
bers, “if there is something you
don't like, go to the city manager.”

It would then be up to the city
manager to take care of the prob-
lem. Onething Starkey said coun-
cil members need to keep in minc
isthat 98 percent of what they doiis
done around the council table dur-
ing regular or special meetings so
that the public can be included in
those discussions.

Theother percentagesaretalking
to constituents. Council members
are not fulfilling their role when
they take matters into their own
hands. For example, if a council
member believesthe policearenot
doing their job and they don’t like
the remedy by the city manager,
thereistill another option.

“Remember, the city manager
serves at your pleasure and if the
city manager is not doing the job
you expect, then you can find an-
other city manager.’

Regardingtheopen meetingsact,
Starkey again reminded the coun-
cil that when aviolation occurs,
thereisacivil penalty of $500 for
each violation.

He added that it is normal for
peopleto visit, but whenever there
isamajority of aquorum discuss-
ingthebusinessof thecity —that’s
aviolation of theopen meetingsact.

Insituationswherecouncil mem-
bers might be aware of asplitin e
difficult decision, itisalsoaviola-
tion of theopen meetingsact tocall
other council members and try tc
get ablock of the council to vote e
certain way.

Citing another example, Starkey
used current council members.
“Say Mitch (Beims) decidestotalk
with Mark (Beringer) about anis-
sue. Then Jim (Brown) callsMark
(Beringer) —that considered three
council membersand aquorumana
it'salsoaviolation,” hesaid.

E-mailscan beaviolation of the
openmeeting act aswell, inasimi-
lar scenario. Theideaistotalk at the
council tableinorder togiveall the
other council membersthe knowl-
edge on issues and shared equally.

Theonly exceptionsdeemed pri-
vateor sensitiveinvolve executive
sessions(closed door meetings) for
non-elected personnel, attorney-
client privilege as some examples.
However, when council members
leave an executive session, the
knowledgeabout that session needs
toremain privateand confidential.

D. Starkey

Colby’s Harvest Office ready to help farmers

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor
The Harvest Office opened its
doors Monday for this year’'s sea-
son, said Roger Hale, manager.
Sponsored by the Department of
Commerce, Hale said the officeis
openeachday startingat 8a.m.and
will remain open aslong as neces-
sary. Located at the Oasis Travel
Center ontheeast side, Halesaid he

works with farmers, cutters and
farm laborers. In other words, if a
farmer needshelpwith hisharvest,
he should call the harvest office.

Conversely, if cuttersand labor-
ersarelooking for farmersneeding
help, they too should call theoffice
at (785) 460-0800.

Halessaidtoday that somewheat
producers in Hoxie have already
started cutting.

“Wehavebeen getting reportsof
moisture content at 10, 11 and 13
with test weightsover 61, whichis
very good,” Halesaid.

This program depends on local
publicand privatesector supportto
ensurethefreeserviceiscost effec-
tive to taxpayers, said Joyce Hei-
man, state coordinator. This year,
wheat harvest offices are located
not only inColby, but alsoAnthony,

Bucklin, Caldwell, Coldwater,
Dodge City, Garden City, Great
Bend, Greensburg, Kingman, Kins-
ley, Lyons, Oberlin, Pratt, Tribune,
and Wellington. Commerce Work-
force Center staff will also operate
officesinHaysand Liberal.

Kansas|eadsthe nationinwheat
production and wheat flour milled.
Last year 314,500,000 bushels of
wheat were harvested.
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