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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A TAXI DRIVER
INSISTS ON GABBING, I SUPPOSE HE WILL
EXPECT A CABTIVE AUDIENCE,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals W
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A NEW MOVIE ABOUT
ARMORED WAR VEHICLES CAME OUT AROUND
EIGHT WEEKS AGO, BUT IT TANKED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals S
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Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
» AJ43
YOQJ42
® A 8
$£0Q 54
WEST EAST
» 1098 @®» 7652
YA 1093 v —
®* Q32 ®JO764
0 72 %] 10 8 6
SOUTH
»dKQ
YK 8765
¢ K 105
A K?3
The bidding:
South West North East
1 ¥ Pass 3@ Pass
4 NT Pass 5 e Pass
6 v
Opening lead — ten of spades.

There’sOnly OneRight Play

When you are missing four cards of a suit, they
will be divided 3-1 50 percent of the time, 2-2 40
percent of the time and 4-0 10 percent of thetime.
These are mathematical figures only, and you
needn’t memorize them if you don’t want to. But
therearetimeswhen evenapartial familiarity with
probabledistributionswill a ert youto anincipient
danger andinduceyouto adopt precautionary steps
that might not otherwise cometo mind.

Consider this deal where West |eads a spade
against six hearts. A favorabl e outcome seems pre-
ordained until declarer winswith theking, leadse
low trumptothejack, and East unexpectedly shows
out.

If South begins to worry about the slam at this
point, it is already too late. Regardless of what he
does, hemustlosetwo trumptricksandgodownone.

Grantingthat a4-0divisionisrelatively rare, itis
certainly not unprecedented. In fact, South’s only
concern from the opening gong should be a 4-0
trumpdivision. All histhoughtsshouldthereforebe
focused ondealingwiththat onepossibility, unlikely
thoughit might be.

Declarer should arrive at the conclusion that if
East hasfour trumps, theslamissuretofail, but that
if West hasthem, hecanbelimitedto onetrumptrick
by playing theking of heartsat trick two.

Oncethekingisled, West cannot scoretwotrump
tricksregardlessof how heelectstodefend, andthe
damishome.

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
» A JI10
¥vJj72
® 9853
A J10
WEST EAST
*®» 364 2K Q72
YAKQ10954 Y363
*Q ®J1064
&*7 3 s 2
SOUTH
@®» 953
v__
®*AK 72
=K Q98854
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 ¥ 3% 4 =
Pass 5 e

Opening lead — king of hearts.

South Displays Good Technique

Theoutcomeof most deal sdependsupon how the
defenders’ cardsaredivided. Sincedeclarer doesnot
know the opposing distribution at the start, hetries
to shape his play to cater to both the expected anc
unexpected distributions.

Take this deal where West leads a heart against
fiveclubs. South ruffsand seesthat if the opposing
diamonds are divided 3-2 and West hastheking or
gueen of spades, hewill makethe contract.

Thereis normally a 2-to-1 expectancy that the
diamondswill split 3-2, anda3-to-1 expectancy that
West has a spade honor that can be overcome by
taking two finessesin the suit.

However, these are merely probabilities, and
South should not rely on them exclusively. He
shouldalso preparefor thepossibility of bad breaks
in both diamonds and spades.

Hedoesthisby leading aclub to dummy at trick
two and ruffing a heart, then re-entering dummy
with aclub and ruffing dummy’slast heart.

South now cashes the diamond ace, on which
West playsthe queen. Sincethismight beasingle-
ton, South next leads alow diamond to dummy’s
eight to set up afinesse against East if it becomes
necessary.

This precautionary move pays off handsomely
when West shows out and East wins with the ten.
East then returns adiamond, won by declarer with
the seven.

Thecontractisnow certainregardlessof how the
spades are divided. South cashes the king of dia-
mondsand |eadsaspadetodummy’sten. East wins
with the queen, but then, having only spades, must
return one into dummy’s A-J, handing South the
contract.

Note that if South neglects to first eliminate
dummy’s hearts, leaving East with safe exit cards
in that suit, or failsto make the safety play in dia-
monds, he comeshomelame.

Tomorrow: Cardsalwaystell astory.
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“I'll race you to the corner, Daddy, if
you’ll promise not to take big steps.”
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“Daddy bought this poster in Seattle.
It's the Space Pin.”




