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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

There’s Only One Right Play
When you are missing four cards of a suit, they

will be divided 3-1 50 percent of the time, 2-2 40
percent of the time and 4-0 10 percent of the time.
These are mathematical figures only, and you
needn’t memorize them if you don’t want to. But
there are times when even a partial familiarity with
probable distributions will alert you to an incipient
danger and induce you to adopt precautionary steps
that might not otherwise come to mind.

Consider this deal where West leads a spade
against six hearts. A favorable outcome seems pre-
ordained until declarer wins with the king, leads a
low trump to the jack, and East unexpectedly shows
out.

If South begins to worry about the slam at this
point, it is already too late. Regardless of what he
does, he must lose two trump tricks and go down one.

Granting that a 4-0 division is relatively rare, it is
certainly not unprecedented. In fact, South’s only
concern from the opening gong should be a 4-0
trump division. All his thoughts should therefore be
focused on dealing with that one possibility, unlikely
though it might be.

Declarer should arrive at the conclusion that if
East has four trumps, the slam is sure to fail, but that
if West has them, he can be limited to one trump trick
by playing the king of hearts at trick two.

Once the king is led, West cannot score two trump
tricks regardless of how he elects to defend, and the
slam is home.

South Displays Good Technique
The outcome of most deals depends upon how the

defenders’ cards are divided. Since declarer does not
know the opposing distribution at the start, he tries
to shape his play to cater to both the expected and
unexpected distributions.

Take this deal where West leads a heart against
five clubs. South ruffs and sees that if the opposing
diamonds are divided 3-2 and West has the king or
queen of spades, he will make the contract.

There is normally a 2-to-1 expectancy that the
diamonds will split 3-2, and a 3-to-1 expectancy that
West has a spade honor that can be overcome by
taking two finesses in the suit.

However, these are merely probabilities, and
South should not rely on them exclusively. He
should also prepare for the possibility of bad breaks
in both diamonds and spades.

He does this by leading a club to dummy at trick
two and ruffing a heart, then re-entering dummy
with a club and ruffing dummy’s last heart.

South now cashes the diamond ace, on which
West plays the queen. Since this might be a single-
ton, South next leads a low diamond to dummy’s
eight to set up a finesse against East if it becomes
necessary.

This precautionary move pays off handsomely
when West shows out and East wins with the ten.
East then returns a diamond, won by declarer with
the seven.

The contract is now certain regardless of how the
spades are divided. South cashes the king of dia-
monds and leads a spade to dummy’s ten. East wins
with the queen, but then, having only spades, must
return one into dummy’s A-J, handing South the
contract.

Note that if South neglects to first eliminate
dummy’s hearts, leaving East with safe exit cards
in that suit, or fails to make the safety play in dia-
monds, he comes home lame.

Tomorrow: Cards always tell a story.
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