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Opinion

Free Press
Viewpoint

Here iIs something this
city’s been overlooking

We are always aware of signsalong our nation’s highways
that promote a community’s achievements or attractions or
historic landmarks.

One example are signs along Interstate-70 that proclaim:
Russell, KansasHomeof United States SentorsBob Doleand
Arlen Specter.

Another are billboards proclaiming: Goodland Home of
America’ sFirst Helicopter.

Or: Abilene Home of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presiden-
tial Library.

Colby also playsinthebig arenaand probably is overl ook-
ingagoldenopportunity. Atany giventime, thereareonly 100
peopleout of 290 million (est. pop.) servinginthemost pow-
erful body onthefaceof theearth and oneof Colby’svery own
held aseat inthat special place.

We are talking about the United States Senate. And we are
talking about Sen. Sheila Frahm. And it would make histori-
cal sensethat her nameappear onsignageal ongthemost trav-
eled interstatein the country — 1-70.

Thetraveling public—from outsideandinsidethe state—
could be made aware of that historic fact viasignsthat read:
Colby Home of United States Senator SheilaFrahm.

Granted sheis “former,” but so aso is Mr. Dole. But that
didn’t keep Russell fromtaking thebull by thehornsand put-
ting those signs out therefor theworld to see.

We haveto think out of thebox. Therearefew — very few
—townsinour statethat can boast of having oneof their very
own sit in the chamber of the United States Senate.

If wethink out of thebox weshould al so bethinking of plac-
ing materialsabout of our “ Senator” inour Visitor’sCenter, if
it'snot already out there.

A lot of what peopleknow about any given placeisby word
of mouth. They seeitonasignor they seeit whenthey stretch
their legs at avisitor’s center. Then they thetell their family
andtheir friends.

Whenyouarepromotingyour town, yougo after thebigfish.
Thebig prize.

(On apersonal note. . . When | moved herefrom Sheridan,
Wyoming, the Frahms were, for a period of time, my neigh-
bors. Later in my first summer here, friends from Wyoming
stoppedovernight. After dinner wetouredthetown. They were
impressed with so many thingsabout Col by. Whenwegot back
tomy place, they were curious asto who my neighborswere.
| told them who lived in my complex and mentioned the fact
that Mrs. Frahm formerly served in the U.S. Senate. They
thought that was especially interesting and took note of that
fact. They said they knew of Sen. Bob Dole. | told them Mrs.
Frahmwaspickedtosucceed Mr. Dolewhen heleft thesenate
to devote histime and energiesto hispresidential bid. | often
wondered why the community never took advantage of that
fact. Took strangersto our townto bring that message home.)
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Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.
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Just areminder that ShannonMyerswill bethe
featured performer at Thursday’s*“Picnicinthe
Park” at 12 noon. Bring alawn chair and sack
lunch to Fike Park and enjoy the music asyou
enjoy your feast. Theweekly seriesissponsored
jointly by the Colby/Thomas County Chamber
of Commerce, the Colby Convention and Visi-
torsBureauandtheColby FreePress. Theseries
continues each Thursday noon at Fike Park
through July 28.

| can’tbegintoimagineFirstLady L auraBush
with a cigarette in her mouth. But apparently
she'soneof thosewho kicked thehabit. Anitem
in this past Sunday’s USA Weekend magazine
tellsabout Mrs. Bush's pack-a-day habit in the
early yearsof her marriage. Shethen quit smok-
ing during her pregnancy with the twins. After
thetwinswereborn shestartedlightingupagain
and smoked until George W. was el ected Texas
governor. Rumors were circulating that Mrs.
Bush was smoking again, but the item in the
magazine said there is no truth to that rumor.
There was atime, for benefit of those who are
much to young to remember, when cigarette
smokingwasencouraged. Seemed back inthose
yearsthat youweren’t anybody unlessyouhada
cigarette hanging out of your mouth. So Laura
Bush being a former smoker shouldn’t have
come asasurprise. | guesswhen | look at her |
seethe graciousness of afirst lady, not that of a
smoker. | smoked at one time, but kicked the
habit like 30+ years ago. With the cost of ciga-
rettestoday. . . .

A baby boy had just been born. Hehad all his
parts and seemed normal, except that he was
laughing, laughing very hard. All thedoctorsand
nurses were examining thelittle guy in front of
hisworried parents. But hekept onlaughingand
laughing andlaughing, histiny fisttightly closed
andtearsrollingdown hischeeks. Oneat atime,
apediatrician unfolded histiny fingersto check
if hishand was OK, and guesswhat he found?

Clutched in the baby’slittle hand was a birth

control pill.

| heard the voiceon theradio Tuesday morn-
ing talk about the day’s forecast which he said
didn’tincludeany stormwarningsor thingslike
that, only avery slight chance for asprinkle or
two. Then he said there is always the possibil-
ity of severestormsformingwhich couldresult
in warnings being issued and storm spotters
being called out. And on he went. By thetime
he was done | wasn't quite sure what | was to
expect. Sometimes words become an enemy,
and that was certainly the casein thisinstance.
The forecast we get each morning usually in-
cludesaspan of sevendays. | generally opt for
two or three days, knowing eventhe best of the
best would have difficulty telling me what the
weather was going to be like next Wednesday,
June 29. An old friend in the business of fore-
casting once told me that, “\We're pretty accu-
rate 24-48 hours, beyond that it'saguesscast.”

A Lawyerrunsastopsignandgetspulled over
by asheriff’sdeputy. Hethinksthat heissmarter
than the deputy because heissurethat hehasa
better education. Hedecidesto provethistohim-
self and have somefun at thedeputy’sexpense.

Deputy says, “License and registration,
please.”

Lawyer says, “What for?’

Deputy says, “ Youdidn’'t cometoacomplete
stop at thestop sign*

Lawyer says,“ | slowed down, andnoonewas
coming.”

Deputy says, “ Youstill didn’t cometoacom-

plete stop. License and registration, please.”

Lawyer says, “What'sthe difference?’

Deputy says, “ Thedifferenceis, youhavetc
cometoacompletestop, that’sthelaw. License
and registration, please!”

Lawyer says, “If you can show methelegal
difference between slow down and stop, I'll
give you my license and registration and you
givemetheticket. If not you let me go and nc
ticket.”

Deputy says, “OK. Exit your vehicle, sir.”

At thispoint, thedeputy takesout hisnight-
stick and startsbeating thedaylights out of the
lawyer and says, “Now, sir, do you want meto
stop of just slow down?”’

Combinesshould begintheannual assault on
the wheat fieldsin our area by week’s end —
perhapsaday or two longer. Therearealot of
goodfieldsout thereand afew not sogood. But
thoseintheknow say thegood far outweighthe
bad. After several years of frustration, this
might betheharvest that beginstheturnaround.
Andthelatemoisturehelped. We' |l all haveour
eyesand earsturned in the direction of the el-
evatorsin our townsto see how it'sgoing. We
hope the response is described in two words,
“Goin’ good!”

Reminder: If you want to help the Kiwanis
Clubfinancially withthe July 4thfireworksat
the Thomas County Fairgrounds (and they do
need your help) , please send acheck to:

Kiwanis Club

PO Box 501

Colby, Kan. 67701

They thank-you in advance!

Have agood evening!
*kkkk
TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.
Hiscolumnappears\ednesdaysand Fridays.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com, call (785) 462-
3963 or fax 462-7749.

Letter Policy

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby

Doonesbury
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