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Weather
Corner
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Gradual return

to the 90s

Tonight...Partly cloudy. A 40
percent chance of thunder-
storms. Lows in the lower 60s.
South winds 10 to 20 mph.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 80s. South-
east winds 5 to 10 mph shifting
to the east 10 to 15 mph in the
afternoon. Gustsupto30mphin
thelate morning and afternoon.
Wednesday night...Partly
cloudy witha30 percent chance
of thunderstorms. Lows in the
mid60s. East winds5to 15 mph.
Thursday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the lower 90s. South-
east winds 5 to 15 mph.
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highsin
the lower 90s.

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 84

Low thismorning, 53

Records for this date, 106 in
1911 and 46in 1931

Precipitation July 1-4, 1.42

Month’s precipitation, 1.42

Water use 7-1 to 7-3 =
2,164,500 average gallons per

day
Water use 7-4 = 1,824,200
galons
Soil temperature, 79
Thesources:

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

State
Items

Gilant tree
takes another
big beating

Once states largest
may be nearing end

OZAWKIE (AP) — A cotton-
wood tree that for years had been
admired as the largest in the state
has taken a beating lately from
Mother Nature.

The tree in Cottonwood Tree
Park near Ozawkiehad beenrecog-
nized asthelargest eastern cotton-
wood specimen in the state from
1980 until 2002.

But a Sheridan County tree's
growth, and storm damage to the
tree here in Jefferson County have
brought hard times for a beloved
cottonwood.

A recent windstorm knocked
down a40-foot section of oneof the
tree’s three trunk stems. That fol-
lowed another stormayear agothat
felledthetree’ stall est trunk section
— alossof around 14 feetinheight.

“It really could beviewed asthe
kiss of death that cost the tree its
standing, both literally and figura-
tively,” said Kansas State Univer-
sity district forester Jim Strine, who
for more than 25 years has been
keeper of the Champion Trees of
Kansas list, which identifies the
largest of morethan 100 specimens
inthe state.

Champion trees are determined
by acombination of threemeasure-
ments, Strineexplains: thecircum-
ference of the tree’s trunk at the
base, height from the base of the
trunk to the highest branch, and
crown spread — the distance from
the ti ps of branches on one side of
thetreetothetipsof branchesonthe
other.

Strine had not yet inspected the
latest damagetothetree. But based
onhisexaminationof itlastyear and
news of further damage he said it
may be nearing theend of itslife.

“The partsof thetree'strunk that
were exposed by the loss of that
major limblast summer didn’tlook
real good,” Strine said. “There's
lots of soft spotsand decay.”

Despite that, the tree remains a
sourceof prideat Cottonwood Tree
Park, where a sign designating its
former “champion” status as the
biggest of itskind in Kansas, re-
mainson display.

Board to hold special meeting

The Colby School Board will hold aspecial board meet-
ing at 7 a.m. Thursday at the Administration Building, 600
W. Third. The purpose of the meeting isto swear in anew
board member and accept or reject technol ogy bids.

Puppeteer show Saturday

In conjunction with the summer reading program at Pio-
neer Memorial Library, PriscillaHowewill bein Colby to
present a puppeteer show entitled, Dragons Galore...and
More, starting at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, at Fike Park. There
will be awatermelon feed and Larry Booth of Colby will

Briefly

entertainat 1:15p.m. and prior to the puppeteers. For ques-

tions, call Judy Kleinsorge, children’slibrarian, 460-4470.

Van available to public
TheThomas County transit vanisavailableto all people

in Colby and Thomas County, said Shelly Harms, county

clerk. Thetransit van operatesfrom9a.m.to4 p.m., Mon-

462-6845.

day through Friday. For thosewantingtousethevan, call 460-
2901 for access.

‘Picnic Inthe Park’ is Thursday

“PicnicinthePark” continuesevery Thursdayin July, said
Mary Ann Downing, executive director of the Colby/Tho-
mas County Chamber of Commerce, sponsoring the event.
Each week, starting at noonin Fike Park, different perform-
erswill entertain throughout the hour.

The McLemore Family, Colby, will provide thisweek’s
entertainment.

Bring your lawn chair and lunch and enjoy themusic each
week,” Downing said. For questions, 460-3401.

Childbirth classes start Thursday
Childbirth Classesfor July will be Thursday, July 14, 21
and Tuesday July 28. Thefour-week serieswill beheld at the
Health ScienceBuilding at Colby Community Collegefrom
7 to 10 p.m. For questions or to enroll, call Tina Schrick at

After 5 Club plans dinner party

The High Plains After 5 Club isinviting everyone to its

“Fun At the Malt Shop” dinner party from 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, July 12, at theColonial Steakhousein Oakley. Res-
ervationsand cancellationsareduenolater than Sunday, July
10, by calling either Gloria Mattix at (785) 460-2705 or e-
mailing Teri Adams at: biohw@st-tel .net.

Genesis food drive to continue

Colby Veteransof Foreign Wars Post 3882 Auxiliary will

N. Franklinin Colby.

isthedirector.

continuetheGenesisfood collectionat LeRoy’ sPrinting, 560

Chorus rehearses every Tuesday
TheHi-Plains Harmony Chorus of Sweet Adelines holds
rehearsals every Tuesday at 7:30 pm. at the Colby United
Methodist Church, 950 S. Franklin Ave. All female singers
areencouragedto attend anytime. Larry Patterson of Norton

A guestion only GOPconservatives can answer

An AP News Analysis
By JOHN HANNA
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA (AP)—Areconserva
tiveRepublicansdeliberately trying
toforcetheKansas Supreme Court
to keep public schools closed this
fall?

That’s a legitimate question for
Kansans to ask while legislators
take aFourth of July holiday from
aspecial session that haslasted 11
days and produced nothing to an-
swer the court’s order to provide
additional money for schools.

Conservativeshavehel ped engi-
neer asituationwherethey claimto
work desperately to keep schools
open, even as they move the state
closer to acrisisthat could cut off
the flow of money and keep

445,000 students and 64,000 staff
out of classroomsthisfall.

“At aminimum, | think they're
attemptingtocreateaconstitutional
crisis,” said SenateMinority L eader
Anthony Hensley, D-Topeka. “ To
the extreme, they are forcing the
court to close schools.”

Conservatives, of course, are
aghast at suchanidea. Isn’tit mad-
ness, they’'ve asked, to force
schools to remain closed in the
name of giving children a better
education?

Also, conservatives are pushing
an amendment to the Kansas Con-
stitution to prevent the court from
closing schools.

“The No. 1 priority isto keep
schools open,” Attorney General
Phill Kline said Saturday.

But consider that House conser-
vativesareblockingtheeasiest path
to avoiding a constitutional crisis:
appropriating the additional $143
million for schools demanded by
the Kansas Supreme Court.

The idea of capitulation makes
conservatives' voicesrise, their
facesflushandtheir sentencesburst
with referencesto tyranny.

Many moderates are sympa-
thetic. They also believe the court
went too far in telling legislators
exactly how muchmoney to appro-
priate and that spending decisions
should be | eft to elected officials,
not an appointed court.

“ A basi c principleof government
isthat the power of the purse rests
with the legislative branch,” said
Senate Majority Leader Derek

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

OAKLEY —Finding out retire-
mentwasn'tall itwascracked upto
be, an Olathe man has moved to
Oakley to returntowork.

Paul Thorup retired from alife-
timeof carpentry, but after ayear of
travelingthecountry seeing family
and friends, he decided to go back
towork. But thistimeit’sdifferent,
because he said he's now working
for God, not himself.

“God'’s been really good to me.
My dad, J. L. Thorup, wasamaster
carpenter and he invented the slip
for concrete silos construction and
he was a Baptist minister so | was
raised in church and | have a heri-
tagein the construction business,”
Thorupsaid at ajobsitein Oakley.

After retiring from Kansas City-
based Merit Construction, Thorup
andhiswife, Pat, traveledfor ayear
intheir fifth-wheel.

As Kansas' directors for Mar-
riage Ministries International, last
year they stoppedin Oakley to con-
duct a Married for Life seminar.

JAN KATZ ACKERMAN/Colby Free Press

Paul Thorup (working on doorway) helped Chris Dorman install a new patio door at Dorman’s home.
Thorup came out of retirement to become a volunteer contractor who does not charge a set fee but
relies on God to provide what he needs through donations from those he does work for.

God’s carpenter has no set fee

Thorup said at one of thelast meet-
ings he told someone he needed to
return to Olathe to find work be-
causehewas" running out of money
fromtraveling.”

“Pastor Jamie Bloom called me
and asked meif I’ dcomeandinter-
view for thejob asproject manager
for the Impact Center, so | did,”
Thorup said.

The Impact Center is a project
undertaken by Oakley’s Commu-
nity Church last year. The center
will havearegul ation sized basket-
ball and volleyball court and will
accommodate seating capacity for
about 1,000 peopl e using on-court
and off-court areas.

Inaddition, itwill havetwolarge
projection screensand ahigh-qual -
ity sound system for concerts or
meeting settings.

Having been selected for the
project manager position, Thorup
packed up the coupl €' sfifth-wheel
and moved to Oakley. There’sone
huge difference to Thorup’s life
now, because hedoesn’t set aprice
for hislabor.

“Thework | donow isdonewith
metellingthepeopleto pay mewhat
it'sworthtothemandthen God pro-
videsfor me,” hesaid.

Having worked in construction
since 1958, Thorup said he's built
homes, schools, shopping centers
and all sortsof metal buildings.

“Of anything out therel’ vedone
it all except for a skyscraper,” he
said.

Having worked in Oakley onthe
Impact Center for the past several
months, Thorup said theworst part
about it is “being away from my
family.” But thecoupleplanstosell
their home and moveto Oakley as
soon as their youngest daughter
|eaves home, because as Thorup
said, “ They love the community.”

“The people in Oakley are the
best peopleyou canfind. And| just
lovehel ping peoplewhenever | can
and | enjoy what God providesme.

“I needapointtomy day. If | have
apoint to my day I’ m up and eager
and ready to go,” he said ashein-
stalled a patio door for an Oakley
resident.

Schmidt, R-Independence.

Furthermore, there'sthevery red
specter of further court interven-
tion. Inthe June 3 order that led to
the special session, the Supreme
Court said it could order a much
bigger increase next year — per-
haps $568 million.

“Any separation of powers sys-
temisfull of questionsthat should
never beasked,” Schmidtsaid. “But
once one of those questionsis
asked, it has to be answered. The
answer, at the end of the day, can
come only from the people.”

Conservativesinsistthatlegisla-
tors must approve a constitutional
amendment to limit judicial power
if aschool financehill isto pass.

Democratsand moderate Repub-
licans are preventing an amend-
ment from gettingtherequiredtwo-
thirdsmajority, or 84 of 125 votes.

They appear to oppose any
amendment — because they think
suchathing shouldn’t berushed or
worry that it would upset the bal-
anceof power in stategovernment.

“Our caucuswent past ' hell no,”
about sevendaysago,” Rep. Bruce
Larkin, D-Baileyville, said Satur-
day.

Conservatives argue they’ve
done plenty of compromising, be-
cause many came into the special
session determined not to appropri-
ateanother penny and arenow will-
ing to spend $145 million.

But nothing — or anything sig-
nificantly short of the court’s de-
mand —isn’t an option, just anin-
vitation for the Supreme Court to
keep smacking the Legislature.
Thus, conservatives are showing
they’ ve grasped reality, not that
they’ re being generous.

And besides pushing to amend
the constitution, they’ ve sought tc
add provisionsto a school finance
bill to punish school districts for
suing the state.

Their favoriteamendment woul o
prevent the courts from ordering
legislatorsto appropriatemoney or
to redirect money that’s already
been appropriated.

Another proposal would declare
that thecourtscouldn’t cut of f funds
and keep schools closed.

The plaintiffs in the pending
school financelitigationagainst the
stateincludechildrenandtheir par-
ents, peoplewho believetheir edu-
cation is compromised by how
much money the state spends and
how thosedollarsareappropriated.

By making separation of powers
theissue, conservativeshavemade
themselvesthevictims, not students
who may not be getting the aca-
demic help they need.

And if conservatives succeeded
in amending the constitution, it’s
unlikely that another school finance
lawsuit — or alawsuit over other
partsof thebudget —would seethe
plaintiffs obtain aremedy.

Conservativesbelievevotersare
ontheir sideintheir disputewiththe
Kansas court. But to keep voters
agitated, thethreat hasto bereal.

And nothing getsmorereal than
locking up schools and burning
away days of achild’seducation.

Angry voters are more likely to
approve constitutional changes. If
their wrath is stoked long enough,
they might kick thegovernor out of
officeand hand over theentiregov-
ernment to conservatives.

And that’s what conservatives
havewanted for along time.
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Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

Celebrating Hometown Life

(available in trade area only)

See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

S 1195 S. Range
Colby, KS

NATIONAL BANK ~ 460-2000

-Several Sizes
-Beautiful Finish
-Electronic Locks

-Adjustable Interiors
-Best Fire Protection
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World's Best Known B

Large Selection--6reat Prices]

Buy now and receive

Delivery and installation

Protect your valuables and firearms!
Colby Canvas Company
285 E. 3rd Street
Colby, KS 67701
(785) 4623981  800-333-5791

FREE desiccant.

available.




