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More public records
now available to public

A host of new initiativeswent into effect on July 1 that will mean
more public recordswill be availableto the citizens of Kansas.

Thanks to a controversy that sparked a lawsuit last year in
Lawrence, all recordsrel ating to publicempl oyeecompensationnow
will beavailablefor public inspection.

In 2004, the Lawrence Jour nal-World, the Associated Pressand
the Kansas Press Association joined together to suethe University
of Kansas, whichrefusedto divulgeall compensationrecordsrel at-
ing to the hiring of KU Athletic Director Lew Perkins. The plain-
tiffswon, so KPA went to the KansasL egislaturethisyear to codify
the court’sfindingsinto state law.

Thecontroversy in Lawrence had stemmed from KU’srefusal to
release the records of Perkins' compensation beyond what he was
being paid assalary. Other compensation that had comefrom boost-
ersand other bonusagreementswasnot released. Inasweeping rul-
ing, the judge in the case said: “An expenditure of public funds
through anemployment contract cannot be considered exempt from
KORA (Kansas Open Records Act). Were this true, all payment
agreementsnot specifically included or designated as* salary’ would
be exempt from public inspection.

“Thepublic hasavalid right to discover how apublicinstitution
spends its money. Nondisclosurein this case is exactly the type of
situation the Legislature intended to prevent with the passage of
KORA'”

The“Lou PerkinsBill” will allow thepublictofollow the money
that paystheir public officials, no matter the source. And why not?
Taxpayershavearight to know al the sources of income— public
and private— that might affect apublic official’ sdecision-making.

The measuring stick should be simple: If you’ re going to accept
compensation from public funds, all paymentsthat flow your way
because of your public position should beopentoinspection. If you
don’twant those suppl emental agreementstobepublicly accessible,
then don't seek and accept apublicly funded job.

Whilethiswas an important bill in 2005, the single most impor-
tant pieceof |egislation— inthelong run— may well turn out to be
therequirement that every county and district attorney document the
open records and open meetings complaints they receive and how
they were handled.

Thisiscritical becauseitwill identify theareasof thelaw that might
be causingthemost confusionto recordscustodians. Onceweknow
that, we can work to close the remaining loopholes and guarantee
citizenstheright of accessthey deserve.

Here arethe other changes effective July 1:

« Not-for-profitswho receive and spend more than $350 per year
in public tax money will berequired to account for how the money
was spent. Before, if an organization or agency wasn't defined asa
“public agency,” eventhough it received tax money, it was exempt
fromKORA.

« Theconcept of what constitutesa“ clearly unwarrantedinvasion
of personal privacy” now hasadefinition: “ Revealing information
that would be highly offensive to a reasonable person, including
information that may pose arisk to person or property, and isnot of
legitimate concern to the public.”

Thenew language*“ including information that may posearisk to
person or property” isdesigned simply asonetest that would meet
the“ highly offensivetoareasonableperson” requirement. Butif the
information still wasdeemed to be of | egitimate concerntothe pub-
lic, the information could not be withheld. This would help keep
sensitive personal information off-limits to stalkers and identity
thieves, but not embarrassing personal informationthat isof public
interest.

« Inaddition, thecompensation recordsof faculty membersat our
universitiesthat haveresearch contractspaid by privatecompanies,
if the faculty members make more than $50,000 in salary, are now
opento public scrutiny. Faculty memberswill have to submit Sub-
stantia Interest Reportsto the Ethics Commission and thosereports
will be public records.

by Doug Anstaett
Executive Director
Kansas Press Association
Topeka
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Great writing stands the test of time

| saw “War of the worlds’ last week. It was
intense, which is the first word that comes to
mind. Just goes to show you that great writing
stands the test of time. It holds true even now,
morethan 100 yearslater. It makesyou feel and
think. Evenif youdon'tlikeit or it offendsyou,
it still elicitsan emotional and intellectual reac-
tion.

However, what gavemepausewhileseeingthe
Steven Spielberg adaptation was the fact the
people sitting behind me were laughing. There
was nothing funny to be laughing at when they
werelaughing. Peopledying, trying to get away
fromsomething sohorribleit can’'t evenbeimag-
ined.

That movie managed to capture the despera-
tion, panic and terror such a situation brings
about.

| mean on Sept. 11, people experienced that
type of emotion on agrand scale. If you didn't
feel anything, you’ renot human, or at least alive,
functioning sentient being of the planet Earth.

| think everyonefeelsthat kind of emotion at
least oncein their lives, except on amore inti-
matelevel. You can’t be human and not react.

Now | know why the Orson Welles radio
broadcast frightened so many people. That was
oneof thefirst real examplesof themediacreat-
ing widespread panic.

(A brief history: Orson Welles, of “Citizen
Kane" famewasaradio actor and producer who
onthefateful night of Oct. 30, 1938 duringara-
dio broadcast of the fictional “War of the
Worlds,” rewrote the thing to make it read like
an actual incident going on at that moment,
claiming an object had landed at afarm in
GroversMill, N.J.)

Andthecritics— they weregriping about the
ending, that it was too sappy and sweet, that it
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didn’t match thetone of therest of themovie. |
begtodiffer. Tome, that endingwasabout hope
and perseverance.

That'swhat family isabout, what being alive
isabout. Evenif you don’t makeit, you haveto
at least try.

The bondswe form with people are our link
toliving. Without thoseconnectionsand attach-
ments, we' re nothing.

Materialismaside, | think that waswhat H.G.
Wellswasaimingfor. Awake-upcall for people.
Thereis no denying the movieis probably the
ultimate popcorn movie of the summer, but it
definitely hasamessage.

| know Spielberg said it has certain political
undertones, buttome, itwasmoreof aknee-jerk
reaction that didn’t materialize.

Regardlessof race, religion, whatever, weare
all the same. Country borders and skin color
mean nothing. At least they shouldn't.

Except push someone to the brink and they
will pushback. That i sdesperation. Most people
never feel that or even get ataste. Maybeif they
did, it would change things.

Takefor exampleanother issue. | waswatch-
ing “Taboo” recently on the National Geo-
graphic Channel. Itwasonoutcastsand | caught
it during asegment on lepersin Indiaand how
they are cast out because of the social stigma

-

attachedtoadiseasethatiseasily treatableanc
curable.

Another casein point of how peoplecanhel
othersyet they won't.

Thisworldisafearsomeand beautiful place.
It's full of amazing people and things. It's &
wonder we'reall aliveand experiencinglife. |
don’t see why that isn’t enough for some
people. Instead, they squander their livesonthe
pursuit of power and material gain. That isnot
what thislifeisabout. It is up to each of usto
discover itsmeaning. It'snot the samefor any
two people. Wells and Jules Verne both had
similar messages. We're part of the natural
world and we need to recognizeit. The world
isnot our playground. We are part of it.

At the other end of the literary spectrum,
there’s “Lost Horizon” by James Hilton, in
which Shangri-Lawas a beautiful dream but
everyonetherewasdrugged into somnolence.
Yes, utopiaindeed.

On one end, you have the vision of the pas-
toral utopia where everyone is happy and
young. On the other end, you have the indus-
trialized dystopia of “The Matrix,” “Blade
Runner,” “The TimeMachine” and also “ War
of theWorlds.”

Thereal worldweliveinissomewhereinthe
middle and it’s up to usto decide which way
wego. At least wehavethe choice. And here's
to hoping humanity wises up and makes the
right onesfor it and everything el se.

Parts of this column came from http://
www.transparencynow.com/welles.htm and
http://en.wikipedia.org.

TishaCoxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

No time for heroes

| got an e-mail from aformer classmate the
other day. Sheisteaching at auniversity in a
foreign country which will remain nameless
because she is also teaching the gospel and,
whileit is not technically illegal, it isfrowned
upon and could cause severe repercussions for
my friend aswell asmany of thoseshehastaught.

Funny thing about her, though. Shelooksalot
more like amiddle-aged school teacher than a
hero. She even hasapet rabbit!

She also laughed it off the other day when
someone apparently found out about her, tried
blackmail and when that failed, set out to slan-
der her.

Shewould besurprisedif anyonecalled her a
hero.

Sheisnolessaherothan Paul theA postle, who
carried thegospel throughout theworldin spite
of beatings, torture, shipwreck and imprison-
ment.

Recently, adifferent group of heroeswashon-
ored onthebeachesof Normandy in France. An
ever-shrinking group of octogenarianswho, as
19-20year-olds, had stormed ashore on June 6,
1944toliberate Franceand all Europefromthe
iron grip of Nazi Germany watched astheir ex-
ploits were recounted so that we might never
forget that heroesdo in fact exist.

| doubt if any of them thought of themselves
as heroeswhen they werefighting to stay alive
onthosebl ood-soaked beachesinearly hoursof
that fateful Tuesday morning. Those who sur-
vived think of themselves as survivorsfor the
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most part instead of heroes.

Heroes, however, iswhat they are, just as
thosewho fought beforethem at Yorktown and
Gettysburg and thoseafter at the Chosin Reser-
voir and at Khe Sanh.

Just as those who fight in Iraq and Afghani-
stantoday. Heroescomeinall shapesandsizes.
Not al are in the military and not all do great
things. Infact, some great things have been ac-
complished (mostly by accident) by peoplewho
wereno morethan craven cowards.

Therearetwo thingswhich onemust havein
order to beahero.

First,onemust haveastrong senseof right and
wrong. Our pluralisticsociety isquickly replac-
ing thisattitude with moral cowardice. No one
darescall anything right or wrong for fear that
it might offend someone else and being offen-
siveistheonly real sinleft.

Pluralism is not just the bane of the secular
world, either. Evangelical Protestants are
quickly losing their identity becausethey have
adopted the more convenient, but cowardly,

“agree to disagree” policy first expounded by
moreliberal denominations.

Second, one must have awarrior ethos. That
doesn’'t have to include violence, but it must
include being willing to stand up for one’s be-
liefsintheface of intense conflict. Ghandi was
apacifist, but hewaswillingto stand upfor what
he believed.

Itisnot enough to have beliefs; one must be
willing to put them into practice, especially
when it is uncomfortable or inconvenient.
Churchill became a great |eader because he
stood on his convictions about Hitler before it
was popular, not after.

Without thesetraitsoneisdestined, at best, tc
adull, boring life which accomplishes nothing
worth remembering. With them, however, the
sky isthelimit. Not everyonewill have achap-
ter dedicated to them in the history books, but
someone will remember.

Heroism makes lesser men uncomfortable
and perhapsthat iswhy heroesmake someof us
uncomfortable. After al, they set thebar alittle
higher for all of usand welikeit low where no
oneever fails.

Nevertheless, it is better in my view to fail
whilereaching for the heavensthan to succeed
whilesitting on the earth.
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JayKelleyisalocal minister andwriter whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@st-tel .net. Heisamember of the Col by
Free PressWriter's Club.
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