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Oops!

Two round hay bales fell from
an unidentified truck late Sat-
urday afternoon blocking east
and westbound trafficon U.S.
Highway 24 aboutthree miles
eastof Colby. Thomas County
Undersheriff Jason Moses di-
rected traffic after finding
someone to move the hay off
the roadway. According to
Moses, the owner of the hay
was nowhere to be found after
the incident at around 5:20
p.m. Clean up took about 15
minutes once help arrived.

Fleld fires keep
firefighters busy
over weekend

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Fireworksandlightninglitupthe
skiesthispast weekend, but onfour
separate occasions, firefighters
from Thomas County were called
out to deal with Mother Nature's
wrath or carelessness.

Thefirstincident, said J.L. Ellis,
fire service officer, happened Sat-
urday at about 10:15 p.m. south of
Levant in afield full of wheat
stubble. The cause of the blaze is
still under investigation, but light-
ning is suspected.

Two more incidents were re-
ported on Sunday withthefirst near
CornerstoneAgon County Road Q.
Ellissaid firefightersresponded at
8:35a.m. to put out sometrash that
wasignited by fireworks.

On Sunday eveningat 9:10 p.m.,
firefighters were called to another
fieldfire, thistime near Tom Jones
farm.

After arriving at the scene, wit-
nesses reported seeing lightning
strike a field of uncut wheat on
Jones' ground and the blaze spread
quickly withthewindsgusting that

night.

Earlier today, firefighters were
again called out on afireworks-re-
latedincidentinvolving adumpster
filled with used fireworkstrash.

Thedumpster, located near Hut-
flesConstructionon E. PineStrest,
had regular trash inside along with
fireworks' remnants.

Ellis believes that the fire was
able to reignite itself from the
“smoldering” fireworks that were
not quiteextinguished beforebeing
thrown in the dumpster.

In addition, the Kiwanis Club
wantedtoremindeveryonethat due
toweather Monday night, they will
beback at thefairgroundstonightin
hopes of setting off the public fire-
worksdisplay around 10:15 p.m.

Should weather conditions
change and another postponement
is necessary, said Rick Dickman,
assistant fire chief and Kiwanis
member, then the display will be
held until after the Thomas County
races on Sunday. The approximate
timewould be about 10 p.m.

For questions, call any Kiwanis
member or Dickman at 460-4454.

Injury accident Friday

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor
Two teenage girls traveling on
Interstate-70 near theeast exit 54 by
Colby were injured Friday after-
noonwhen their vehicleveered of f
theroad, sideswiping asecond car,
overcorrecting and then rolling
twice, landing on all four wheels.
LarissaR. Swanson, 17, of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, wasthedriver of the
2002 Chevrolet and the second ve-
hicle, a 2004 Ford, was driven by
Charles J. Bonnevillian, 31, of
Theriot, La. Kansas Highway Pa-
trol officials said the accident hap-
pened at 1.51 p.m. when Swanson
said shewasin theinside lane and

accidentally went off the road.
Intryingtoovercorrect, Swanson
sideswiped Bonnevillian's car anc
while attempting to avoid hitting
the Ford again, she overcorrecteo
and went sidways in the median,
rolled two times and landed on all
four wheelsin the eastbound lane.
Both Swansonand her passenger,
KathleenT. DeWitt, 16, of Sharon-
ville, Ohio, weretaken by Thomas
County ambulance to Citizens
Medical Center where they were
treated and released.
Bonnevillian reported no inju-
ries.
All threewerewearing seatbelts,
officialssaid.

Colby School board approves purchase of new vehicle

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Money was on the agenda at the
Colby School Board’'s meeting
Thursday morning.

Theboard approvedthepurchase
of afour-wheel drive Ford Excur-
sion from Tubbs and Sons Ford in
Colby intheamount of $31,010.96.
Janel Andrews, secretary to Super-
intendent Kirk Niel sen, saidthesec-
ond and high bid was from Taylor
Motorsin Colby for afour-wheel
driveChevy Suburbanfor $31,122.

The board had solicited bids on
two separate occasions before
Thursday meeting but each time,

they didn’'t meet specifications.

“Maybe the third time is the
charm,” said board president Stan
Molstad.

The board also approved there-
publishing of the2004-2005 budget
after apublic hearing on theissue.
District financial officer Jo De-
Young said in order to get $37,000
morefromthestatefor special edu-
cation, therepublishing of thebud-
get wasrequired.

Also, theboard approved end-of -
year budget transfers.

DeYoung said once that’s com-
plete, they will haveabetter ideaof
what they’ll have left over for the

2005-2006 school year.

The board also discussed tech-
nology upgrades. Phil DeYoung,
district technology coordinator,
said hedividedtheprojectintotwo
phases to save the district some
money.

Theproject will cost $76,000to-
tal, but he was asking the board to
set aside $25,000 this year for the
first phase and take care of therest
next year.

He told the board the district’s
network, whichwasputinnearly 10
years ago, needs upgraded to ex-
pand bandwidth, or the amount of
datathat can betransferred.

Museum open despite road blocks

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
Thesedays, it'salittle harder to
get to Colby’s Prairie Museum of
Art and History, but themuseumis
still open despite direct access be-
ing temporarily unavailable.
Museumdirector SueTaylor said
because of road construction on
Franklin, visitorsarehavingtotake
“the long way around.” She said
they’ rehavingtotakeCountry Club
Drivetothefrontageroad, thenthat

to Franklin instead of taking the
moredirect routeonceexiting1-70.
“Direct” usually means Range to
the frontage road then Franklin to
the museum.

“1t'sheenthat way for acoupleof
weeks,” shesaid.

Taylor saidtouristsdon’t seemto
have any problemswith theincon-
venience but locals seem to have
moreissueswiththeroadwork. The
road work is having an affect on
people who decide to come to the

museumonthespur of themoment.

Shehopesthework goesquickly
because it could have a potential
impact on a big event the museum
will have apart in next month.

The Colby all-school five year
reunion isAug. 11-14 and the mu-
seumwill behosting an exhibit en-
titled“ High-Flying Eagles’ featur-
ing 23teachersand alumni whoare
being honoredfor their accomplish-
ments. For moreinformationonthe
museum, call 460-4590.

Menlo addresses could become problem

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County commis-
sioners found out there's an issue
with how houses are addressed in
Menlo.

Jim Engel, emergency manage-
ment director, toldthegroupat their
Thursday meeting there'saprob-
lemwith addressingin Menlo that
could be apotential disaster.

Hesaid thewholetown hasbeen
readressed but it was never voted

on by the city council.

“They havegreat liability,” Engel
said, becauseif anyonemadeacall
for an ambulance or law enforce-
ment, thephysi cal addressandwhat
showsupinthecomputer might not
match so responders could poten-
tially go to the wrong location.

He said he would “gladly” help
thecity withtheissue.

Evanstoldhimtotalk withmayor
Brent Ginther and the city council
thereto seewhat can be done.

Engel also told the commission-
ersabout anew program hewould
like to get going in the county. He
said hewould liketo send | ettersto
businesses in the county to see if
they have storm shelters and then
giveidentification stickerstothose
placesto put on their doorsor win-
dows.

Hesaiditwould|et peopleknow
wheretherewasanemergency shel-
ter they could use during business
hoursin case of astorm.

DeYoung explained the network
is the “backbone” for all the dis-
trict’scomputersand new switches
are needed to keep up with newer
technology. Internet use and
Internet-delivered curriculumneed
thetechnology inorder tokeep pace
with changing technol ogy.

One example he gave is the
district’s accel erated reading pro-
gram. This year, it will all be
Internet-based. If they don’t dothe
upgrades, he said they’ll have to
cancel their order for the reading
programandif they delayed adeci-
sion on theissue, and then decided
to go ahead, they wouldn’t get

equipment until August.

Another issueat hand isthe state
assessments, which studentsin the
district took by computer this past
year. DeYoung said Colby did so
voluntarily, but this year, online
assessments are mandatory.

To address the issue, the board
will be having aspecial meeting at
7 p.m. Thursday, July 7.

In other business, the board ap-
proved:

» The hiring of Ashley Cox as
grade school paraprofessional.

« Theresignation of food service
employee Kimberly Williamson.

* Approved out of district student

reguestsfor thefollowing students
toattend school at Golden Plainsin
Rexford for the 2005-2006 school
year and receive transportation
from Golden Plains: Kelton and
KylieJones, Brett, Rilee, Grant and
Hailee Spresser, Levi, Candee,
Drew and Tucker VonL ehe and
Michael Wilson.

« Allow Michael Downing of
RawlinsCounty to attend school in
Colby thisfall.

« Went into executivesessionfor
15 minutes to consult with district
legal council John Gatz. No action
was taken when the meeting re-
opened to the public.

Governor’s visit

Kids Port children Andrew Schields and Colton Davis visited with lead teacher Jeanette NewJoye
and Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius this morning. The children were sharing their Fourth of July
activities with the governor, who was in Colby as part of her tour of rural communities this week.
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