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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

V I'M CURIOUS, HAGAR -

DO YolU EVER PREAM I ONLY DREAM
OF OTHER WOMEN 2 \ OF ONE WOMAN/

CERTAINLY )\/OT,/‘

Blondie ® Chic Young

-

THATS SONICE | I WONPER WHATEVER
TO HEAR, HAPPENED TO
SWEETHEART. FIFI LARVE 2

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Eastern DOWN 20 Show
1 Pugilistic potentate 1 Exemplar chutzpah
ploy 36 “What the of patience 21 Shake-
4 Equitable Butler 2 Coach spearean
8 Pebbles’ Saw” Parsegh- septet
pop playwright ian 22 Croc’s
12 Feast- 37 Work- 3 Bad kin
famine bench news on 23 Mideast
link attach- “Wheel of gulf
13 “The ment Fortune” 25 Leslie
Thin 40 Moby’s 4 Observes Caron
Man” pursuer Ramadan role
pooch 41 German 5 Arthur of 26 Bohemian
14 Burn car tennis side of the
somewhat 42 Collection 6 Judge Seine
15 Ricochet, of info Lance 27 Height
in rotation 46 Young 7 Snitch (Pref.)
17 Possess fellows 8 Bach’s 28 Lunch-
18 Charlie 47 Stench “Toccata time, for
Brown’s 48 “The in— many
bane Matrix” Minor” 30 Extem-
19 Lost role 9 Authentic porize
ruddiness 49 Dis- 10 Icicle musically
20 Fixes a arrange site 33 Lax
hole 50 Cook 11 Slave 34 Speedy
22 Active book Scott steed
one 51 Barbie’s 16 Cattle 36 Butler’s
24 Malaria ex 19 Rind love
symptom  Solution time: 25 mins. 37 Tranquil
25 Strategy 38 Waikiki
29 Agt. wingding
30 Essential 39 Tosses
31 Green, into the
ina C mix
sense o 40 Teensy bit
32 “Waiting N 42 Billy Ray
for F Cyrus
Godot” R series
character [![Z10 43 Big bother
34 Roundish (=& 44 Born
coif . 45 “— -Tiki”
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COMPANY MAN OR

AFAMILY MAN ?!

[LOVE
THOSE EASY
QUESTIONS
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SIR
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

RiNG!
RING!

RING!
RING!

I'VE NEVERFELT

COMRRIPBLE
PRAINDANALCE
MACHINES:

ki

THAT WAS A PRETTY THEONEL I
HILARIONG JOKE JUETEMALED [ HAVENT
WAGNT [T, DADY oM. i

(RUT WHAT'S THE POINT IN STILL J
PLAYING BALL WHEN WE KEeP s BECAUSE

LOSINGZ siiel] YOUR TEAM IS
1 COUNTING ON

YOU, HILARY...

Cryptoquip

SZ UEN FNU §X “L TSON

TYAL,” SZN ASYTM FKXNTI

FKI UEKU NONWICSMI

LZOSTONM EKM K CKTT.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I LIKE TO NEATLY
STACK AND STRAIGHTEN MY CASH ROLLS,
THUS CREATING A TIDY SUM.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals L

PLUS, YOU MADE A
COMMITMENT TO
THE GAME AND TO » HIT THE BALL ON OUR
YOURSELF THAT .
YOU WOULD SEE
THE SEASON
THROUGH.

P4 WANT TOFEEL

T DONT LOOK AT
GELURE pBAIT THE

My EMAILONTHE
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AND YOU'RE THE ONLY
3 ONE WHO CAN ACTUALLY

TEAM.

Y MFQ,

EPSDFVYU MECI

HYO NJOS VZLAFVSWI YLI

FO LZH OWCAFLQ SFEW.

FS'0 Y NYFUDZJOW CZV.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: ON THE SET OF ‘I

LOVE LUCY,” ONE COULD SAFELY SAY THAT

EVERYBODY INVOLVED HAD A BALL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals J

ACROSS 33 Blazing 54 Sauce 10 The
1 Barber- 34 Attorney source gamut
shop item Belli 55 Water- 11 Bop, e.g.
5 “—for All 36 Young gate pros- 20 Union-suit
Seasons” hen ecutor material
9 Trump 37 New Jaworski 22 Cyber-
casino Haven 56 Misplace corre-
hotel, collegian spon-
briefly 38 Call-day DOWN dence
12 Military link 1 — -pie 24 Hum-
no-show 39 Shock 2 Gtill dinger
13 Ashcroft 42 Gear unpaid 25 Rotating
predeces- tooth 3 Oliver’s part
sor 44 Brood of request 26 “— been
14 — glance pheasants 4 Bobby had!”
15 Toledo’s 48 “Caught Vinton 27 Zero
country yal” hit 29 Hodges
16 “What's 49 Skin 5 Usher’s of
— for opening label baseball
me?” 50 Appre- 6 Diner’s 30 Previous
17 Cartoonist hend card to
Chast 51 Disen- 7 Muppet 31 Prepared
18 “Zip- — cumber drummer 35 Ms.
-Doo-Dah” 52 Addition- 8 “Just Kidman
19 Bottom ally kidding!” 36 Easy
line 53 Early 9 Fictional mark
20 Bronx birds? plantation 39 Super-
cheer_ Solution time: 27 mins. r_narket
21 Examine lineup
thorough- 40 Buckeyes’
ly home
23 Copper 41 “— of
head? Spain”
25 Holly- L 43 Roughly
wood A E 45 Moor’s
industry RIT foe
28 Sills A} 46 Living
32 St. BIAIN|K quarters
Theresa’s IN E|Ol 47 Differently
city KIEINI 49 Crony

Yesterday’s answer 7-9

2 10
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge
Bidding Quiz

Below are eight different bidding sequences.
Where the question mark appears, state whether
partner’s last bid is forcing (compelling you to bid
again) or non-forcing (allowing you to pass). A forc-
ing bid is one that cannot be passed regardless of
whatyou hold. If partner’s last bid merely urges - but
does not compel - you to bid again, treat it as non-

forcing.

1. North  South
1H 3C
?

2. North  South
1D 1S
3S ?

3. North  South
1H 1S
2C 7

4, North  South
Pass 1S
2C 2

. North  South
1H INT
3H ?

6. North  South

3D 3S
?

7. North  South
1C 1H
2C 2D
?

8. North  South
1D 1S

2NT ?
* % %

1. Forcing. Ajump-shift by responder is forcing to
atleast game.

2. Not forcing. If South has six or seven points for
his one-spade bid, he may pass.

3. Not forcing. North’s failure to jump-shift limits
him to 13 to 18 points. South therefore can pass if
he has a weak hand and prefers clubs to hearts.

4. Not forcing. Ordinarily, a new suit bid by re-
sponder is forcing, but when responder has passed
originally, the change-of-suitrule nolonger applies.

5. Not forcing. South may pass with six or seven
points instead of the eight, nine or 10 he might have
had for his one-notrump response.

6. Forcing. The mention of anew suit by responder
belowthe game levelisforcing, even opposite a pre-
emptive opening bid.

7.Forcing. Justasthe one-heartresponseis forc-
ing, so is the second new suit named by responder.
North might be tempted to pass with minimal values,
but he will have a lot of explaining to do whenit costs
him a game or a slam.

8. Not forcing. A jJump to two notrump by opener
indicates 18 or 19 points and is not forcing.

Tomorrow: Good old-fashioned TLC.

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
»O82
YK 52
®KS887
A K105
WEST EAST
® 643 e AK 75
¥34 YA 109
®JO2 ¢ 103
$*QJ873 #0642
SOUTH
®QJ10
¥YQJ763
®*AQ654
*®
The bidding:
North East South West
1 Pass 1 e Pass
1 NT Pass 3@ Pass
3@ Pass 4

Opening lead — six of spades.

Good Old-Fashioned TLC

Aplay that caters to an unlikely distribution of the
adverse cards is clearly meritorious, whether that
distribution provesto exist or not. And when the play
does turn out to have been necessary, it is doubly
satisfying.

Take this case where South must be on his toes
to make four hearts. West leads the six of spades,
and East cashes the A-K before returning a spade
todeclarer’squeen. If South gets careless and plays
alowtrumptotheking, Easttakesthe ace andleads
his last spade. Whether declarer ruffs high or low,
he must lose a second trump trick for down one.

Similarly, Southfails if he leads the queeninstead
of a low trump at trick four. East wins and returns a
spade, and West's eight of trumps again becomes
a factor in establishing the setting trick.

Declarer’s safest method of play is to lead a dia-
mond to dummy’s king at trick four, discard two dia-
monds on the A-K of clubs and play a low trump to-
ward his hand. He has no idea who has the ace of
trumps, but he does place East with the outstand-
ing spade, and that's why he tackles the trumps in
this fashion.

When East follows low and the queen wins, the
proper continuation is the jack! East wins with the
ace butis powerless. He can do no better than lead
aspade atthis point, but South ruffsin his hand, plays
a trump to the king to draw the missing trump and
scores the rest of the tricks.

The hand is an excellent example of good tech-
nique, for it shows that even such amundane trump
holding as South’s needs to be handled with tender,
loving care for the best result to be achieved.
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“My loose tooth came out and it might
clog up the drain!”
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“They might be made from the same

thing, but cotton candy tastes
better than my shirt.”




