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Supreme Court ruling
not In our best Iinterest

“The gover nnent gi vet h, andt he gover nnent t aket havay! ”

That st at enent waswr i ttenbythechi ef counsel for the
Aneri canFanmi | y Associ ati onCent er for Lawand Pol i cy, a
costituiond litigationfirmaftertheUS Sprene@urtthis
past week rul edt hat i t was OKf or aGnnecti cut | ocal gov-
ernnent tosei zepri vat ehonest ousei nt hepri vat edevel op-
nent of anof fi ceconpl ex.

Thekeywordi s“private” —privat e hones” and“privat e
devel opnent. ” 1 i t verefor ahi ghway, it night bedi fferent to
sei zeproperty. But, itisrid cu ousfor apersontol asehi s/ her
hone soapri vat e devel oper can nake noney by bui | di ng.

TheSuprene@urt i susi ngthe“taki ngscl ause” of theF fth
Anendnent sot hel and canbeusedf or anof fi ce conpl ex.

Why ?

Thecityneedsagreat er taxrevenue. And, doesthat j ustify
thefact that soneone’ spropertyw || betakenanay?

Thegover nnent shoul dnot havet he pover t ot ake avnay per -
sonal propertyandg veit tosoneoned se. . Franci sresi derts
coul dusesoneaddi ti onal taxrevenuebut t het hought of hav-
i ngcitycouncil nenor commi ssioners goinandtake
soneone’ sl and, thei r houseor busi nessesi sscary.

Qur f oref at her s cr ossedt he oceanandf ought var s sowedi d
not havetoliveinfear of thegovernnent. Theywotethe
Gnstituti on. And, then, tohavesonet hi ngli ket hi shappenin
t he nane of econoni ¢ devel opnent i s dunpi ng ever yt hi ng
theystoodfor.

Wat ar et he chances of sonet hi ngl i ket hi s happeni ngi n
our littlecorner of theworl d?Probabl yprettyslimbut the
peopl einthecityof NewLondon, Gonn., probabl y never
dreanedt hi swoul d happent ot hem

Wenitistinetovote, don't just narkthe"yes” boxfor the
judgesor | egi sl at ors. Wi hj udgest aki ngnor eand nor e pover ,
naybeitistinetostudyj ust what t hesej udges st andfor, sone
of t hecasest hey have handl edand deci si onst hey have nade
bef or e naki ngt hat “nark. ”

KarenKri en, Rubl i sher
Sint FanciskHeral d

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us

CoLBY FRee PRrEss

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920)

Colby, Kan. 67701

(785) 462-3963

freepress@nwkansas.com

State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.

Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

Tom (TD) Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com

Tisha Cox - General Assignment
tcox@nwkansas.com

Jan Katz Ackerman, Area Reporter
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

ADVERTISING
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Sales/Director
crystalr@nwkansas.com
Jasmine Crotinger - Advertising Sales
jasminec@nwkansas.com

Cindy Davis - Advertising Sales
c.davis@nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
lea@nwkansas.com
Jeanette Applegate - Bookkeeping & Ad Building
japplegate@nwkansas.com
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes Publish-
ing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701. THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Monday to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news credited to it or
not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Association, Inland Press Association and
National Newspaper Association. SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months
$38, 8 months $53, 12 months $70. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of
Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove
counties: 4 months $50, 8 months $62, 12 months $78 . Other Kansas counties and
surrounding states: 4 months $57, 8 months $67, 12 months $81. All other states, $81,
12 months.

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

J.. 0ﬂ \
" LN, \ 3\ ) >
SWINVETT, L i Was IR Soiay \&\\E\\ N
A gl 10/ 707 TN RN R R
CoPLEY NEWS SERU/ICE IR PN R R R

Well, the family reunion (Reunion V1) went
well. Very well. They came from all over, ex-
amples: Florida, the Chicago area, Council
Bluffs, lowa, Dallas, Corpus Christi, and Kan-
sas City. Of course lots of Kansans and many
from neighboring Colorado. Food, fun, fellow-
ship and lots of other things went on during the
Friday-Saturday activities.

Highlights are always seeing family you
haven't seen in awhile. Each reunion (held ev-
ery other year) brings new faces. And this one
wasn’t an exception.

Thelargedining room at ThomasMore Prep-
Marianwascomfortably air conditioned. L otsof
room for the youngsters to do their thing. The
German cooks cooked it up just the way it was
intended to be. Deeee-licious!

Storiesweretold, someabit exaggerated, but
most werereceived by laughter.

There were serious moments, likethe arrival
of the senior member of the family, Norbert
(Dreiling), by wheelchair, who is battling
Parkinson’s and is confined to St. John's Rest
HomeinVictoria, andwho hasdifficulty at times
remembering faces and names. However, he
seemed to rise to the occasion and managed to
call somemembers of thefamily by name. Dur-
ing atribute later in the program, hereceived a
prolonged standing ovation. | wouldliketothink
he understood exactly what was being said.

Sevenof theeight living childrenof my Mother
and Dad werethere: Norbert, Donald, K. Dean,
Dolores, Gene, JoAnn and myself. Our brother
Jim, aso confined to St. John’s Rest Home in
Victoria, wasn't uptothetask, but hewasremem-
bered.

The9thmember of theclan, Mary K. departed
thislifein 1969 at age 31. Shehad aspecial place
in our hearts on that special weekend.

Another highlight wastouring thelargemain

Time for a chuckle o

Timeagainfor sharing someof thestuff read-
ers have shared with me. You'll approve, I'm
sure. If you want to get involved, simply e-mail
whatever it is you want to share to
td@nwkansas.com, fax462-7749, regular mail
to 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701 or bring it by the
office. Names not necessary and won't be used
unlessyou request that | useit. Thanks! - td

TheCarpet Installer

A carpet installer decided to take acigarette
break after compl etingtheinstallationinthefirst
of several rooms he had to do. Finding them
missing from his pocket he began searching,
only to noticeasmall lumpin hisrecently com-
pleted carpet-installation.

Notwantingtoripupall thatwork for alousy
pack of cigarettes he simply walked over and
pounded thelump flat. He decided to forgo the
break continued onto the other roomsto becar-
peted.

Attheend of theday he'scompl eted hiswork
and loaded his tools into his truck when two
eventsoccur almost simultaneously: heseeshis
pack of cigarettesonthedashboard of thistruck,
andthelady of thehousewhere hespent theday
carpeting calls out, “Have you seen my para-
keet?’

Thingsto Ponder

In 1772, the 4th of July was celebrated with
parades, music, and firing of cannons. But the
first official 4th of July celebration, asaffirmed
by alegislativeact occurredinMassachusettsin
1781.

By the early 1800’ sthetraditions of parades,
picnics, and fireworks were widely faceted on
the 4th of July. Congressdidn’t establish Inde-
pendence Day asan official holiday until 1870.

OnJuly 4,1976, WashingtonD.C., celebrated
America’'s 200th birthday by exploding 33tons

My reunion; and supporting the as

building on the TMP campus, allowing the
younger members of the clan to find their par-
entsor grandparents(whatever thecasemay be)
inthemultitudeof largeclasspicturesappropri-
ately displayed on the walls of the large corri-
dors on the school’s third floor. They go way
back andthat’squiteaspan of timeastheschool
will,inthenexttwoor threeyears(theexact year
escapesme), celebrateits 100th anniversary.
Afterall of theweekend swordswerespoken,
storiestold, hugs given and hands clasped, the
final action was to determine the location of
ReunionV1in2007. It will beheldin Colorado

Springs.

The Western Plains Arts Association is
again — for the 36th year — asking your help
S0 it can continueto bring the artsto northwest
Kansas. Those who head the association bring
up agood point: the performing arts brought to
our areaaddstothealready exceptional quality
of life. A sampling of the 2005-06 programsin-
clude: TheViennaBoysChoir, Gentlemen Pre-
fer Blondes, Red Hot & Blue, and Golden
DragonAcrobats.

Membershipsaresoldinthefollowinglevels:
Benefactor, $1,500 or more; Sustaining, $700-
$1,499; Patron, $350to $699; Sponsor, $160t0
$349; Family, $90; Adult, $40; and Student, $15.
There are benefits attached to each level. For
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of fireworks over the Washington Monument.
Americaimports about $130 million in fire-
worksannually from China.

John Adams, one of the Founding Fathers,
said that Independence Day “ought to be cel-
ebrated by pomp and parade, withilluminations
from one end of the continent to the other.” He
also predicted, “1 am apt to believe it will be
celebrated by succeeding generations, as the
great anniversary festival.”

In 1955, apostage stamp cost 3 cents, agal-
lon of gas .23 cents, minimum wage was .75
cents, anew home cost $22,000 and themedian
family incomewas $4,418.

In 1980, astamp cost 15 cents, agallon of gas
$1.25, minimum wage was $3.10, new home
was$76,400 and themedianfamily incomewas
$21,023.

In 2005, apostage stamp cost 37 cents, agal-
lon of gasis $2.20, minimum wage is $5.15, a
new home is $160,000 and the median family
incomeis$43,527.

Isn’t thisabeautiful country?

Bragging

AmanfromTexas, drivingaVolkswagenBus,
pulls up next to aguy in an Arkansas-licensed
Rolls Royce at a stop light Their windows are
open and heyellsat theguy inthe Rolls, “Hey,
you got atelephonein that Rolls?’

The guy in the Rolls says, “ Yes, of course |

moreparticul ars, contact any of thefollowing:
Joan Albers 460-6448, Vicky Waldschmidt
460-6620, Carol Rahn462-6342, Carol Barnes
462-2641, Pat Ziegelmeier 462-7808 or Kevin
Juenemann, 460-2525 (home), 462-3063
(work). If you have been amember inthe past,
please keep your support going astheassocia-
tionembarksonthe2005-06 season. Andif you
haven't beenamember, giveit seriousthought.
Theartsalso deserve aplacein our lives here
in northwest Kansas.

A few guestionsand answersabout retirees:

Q. Why don't retirees mind being called
Seniors?

A. The term comes with a 10 percent dis-
count.

Q.Amongretireeswhatisconsidered casual
attire?

A.Tied shoes.

Q. Why do retirees count pennies?

A.They aretheonly oneswhohavethetime.

Q. Why areretirees so slow to clean out the
basement, attic or garage?

A. They know that assoon asthey do, oneof
their adult kidswill want to store stuff there.

Q. What is the best way to describe retire-
ment?

A. Thenever ending coffee break.

Q. What's the biggest advantage of going
back to school asaretiree?

A. If you cut classes, no one callsyour par-
ents.

Haveagood evening...and agood weekend.
And church should be part of your planning.
*kkkk
TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.
HiscolumnappearsWednesdaysand Fridays.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com.

r two

do....

“1 got onetoo... see?’ the Texan says.

“Uh, huh... Yes, that'svery nice.”

“You got afax machine?’ asksthe Texan.

“Why, actually, yes, | do.”

“| do too! See? It'sright here!” brags the
Texan.

Thelight isjust about to turn green and the
guy intheVolkswagen says, “ So, doyou havee
double bed in back there?’

Theguy intheRollsreplies, “NO! Doyou?’

“Yep, got my doublebed right in back here.”
the Texanreplies.

Thelight turnsand themanintheVolkswagen
takes off.

WEell, the guy in the Rollsis not about to be
one-upped, soheimmediately goestoacustom-
izing shop and ordersthem to put adouble bed
in back of hiscar.

About twoweekslater, thejobisfinally done.
Hepicksuphiscar anddrivesall over townlook-
ing for the Volkswagen beetle with the Texas
plates. Finally, hefindsit parked alongsidethe
road, so he pullshisRollsup next toiit.

The windows on the Volkswagen are all
fogged up and he feels somewhat awkward
about it, but he gets out of his newly modifiec
Rolls and taps on the foggy window of the
Volkswagen.

ThemanintheVolkswagenfinally opensthe
window acrack and peeksout.

Theguy withtheRollssays, “ Hey, remember
me?’

“Yeah, yeah, | remember you.” replies the
Texan, “What'sup?’

“Check thisout...I got adoublebed installed
inmy Rolls.”

The Texan shouts, “You got me out of the
shower just to tell methat?’

That'sit...til next week! - td

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau(:
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WAIT A MINUTE ...
1 LOsT MY LAST
BODYGUARD ON

YU RENTED
AMILITIA.
FROM THAT
HARLORD YU
AAY PFOKER

IM CONAUSED
MY AM T
STULALIVE?




