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Woman sentenced
IN child abuse case

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

A Colby woman arrested earlier
this year for
child abuse has
been sentenced.
County Attor-
ney Andrea
Wyrick said
AmandaHarris,
19, of Colby,
was sentenced
Wednesday in
Thomas County
District Court.

Shereceived eight monthsproba-
tion for pleading guilty to acharge
of aggravated battery.

L ast month during another court
appearance, Harris agreed to the
pleain exchange for dropping a
felony child abuse charge.

“Her sentence was going to be
probation of some sort,” Wyrick
said. “ She doesn’t have acriminal
history.”

She explained even if the case
had gonetoajury trial, theoutcome
still would have been probation.
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A. Harris

And because Harris had no prior
criminal record, shegetsprobation,
shesaid.

Wyrick said shethought it wiser
to savetaxpayer money and accept
the pleabargain.

Harris was originally charged
with attempted second degreemur-
der, childabuseand aggravated bat-
tery. The chargescamefromanin-
cident in mid-February when
Harris' sthen 23-month-ol d daugh-
ter was hurt and later airlifted to a
Denver hospital.

According to police reports, the
injuries were believed to be life-
threatening

Harris was arrested on Feb. 23
after theincidentwasreportedtothe
police by the Protection Report
Center, whichisan after-hourscen-
ter for Kansas Social and Rehabili-
tation Services.

Police had suspicion for abuse
becauseof aheadinjury totheolder
child. However, they wereunsureof
thecauseof her other injuriesonher
arms, legs, chest, buttocks and
shoulders.

Following arrest, Harriswas re-
leased on $300,000 bond.

In May, Harris waived her pre-
liminary hearing 20 minutesbefore
it was scheduled. Shelater entered
apleaat her June 1 arraignment.

Bothof Harris' children, thetwo-
year-old and a younger daughter,
are gtill living with a foster care
family inwestern K ansas, and both
aredoing well, said Gary Shull, an
investigator with the Colby Police
Department.

Wyrick said they’'re both
“healthy, growing and happy.”

The next step for themisachild
in need of care hearing, which is
scheduledfor sometimeinAugust.

“It's a separate case from the
criminal case,” she said, adding
they’ Il getanupdateontheprogress
being made on their behalf.

Wyrick said Harris' parental
rights may beterminated. Shesaid
insuch cases, sometimesthey try to
get childrenback withtheir parents
but said sometimesit doesn’twork.

“They won't be going back with
her,” Wyrick said.

Plea bargain reached
IN two district court cases

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

A pleabargain in afelony drug
case was downgraded during mo-
tion day Wednesday in Thomas
County District Court.

Jeffrey Wayne Murphy, 27, of
Colby, pleaded guilty to aburglary
charge, which isalevel 7 felony,
said County Attorney Andrea
Wyrick.

The charges stem from aFeb. 9,

2005 break-in at Berkgren Chemi-
cal and Fertilizer in Brewster.

According to court documents,
hewasoriginally charged with en-
tering a building with the intent to
commit atheft, theft of adigital
scale, possession of methamphet-
amine, trespassing and possession
of drug paraphernalia.

His sentencing is scheduled for
Aug. 3. Thepossiblesentencecould
be up to 17 monthsin prison, pro-

bation and up to a$300,000 fine.

Another pleabargainwasentered
in the case of Ronald Ray Thomp-
son. He was charged with illegal
possession of aprescription drug.

Hischargescamefromadan. 21,
2005incident. Wyrick said Thomp-
sonfilledaprescriptionfor hiswife
and kept the codeine pillsfor him-
self.

HissentencingisalsosetforAug.
3, court documents noted.

Commission meets Monday

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sionershaveabusy agendafor their
Monday meeting— verythingfrom
abudget request toemployeehealth
insurance are on thetable.

The commissioners meet at 9
a.m. at the courthouse.

Alsoontheagendaisadiscussion
with Menlo City Clerk Sharon
Munk on Menlo addresses.

The issue will be discussed be-
causeat the Thursday, June30com-
missioners meeting, emergency
management director Jim Engel

Man pleads
guilty In
solicitation

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

A Colby man entered a guilty
pleain Thomas County District
Court on Wednesday.

Jacob Duane Rogers, 20, of
Colby, pleaded guilty to acharge
of aggravated solicitation of a
child, whichisalevel 6felony, said
County Attorney Andrea Wyrick
today.

Wyrick said Rogers was origi-
nally chargedwithrapebut after an
investigation recently by law en-
forcement officials, thechargewas
downgraded to aggravated solici-
tation.

Rogers chargesstemmedfroma
Feb. 1, 2005 incident that alleged
hehad sexual intercoursewithaju-
venile who was under 14-years-
old.

Wyrick said hewill belabeled a
sex offender and asfar asasentence
goes, shesaidthechargeswill prob-
ably merit timein prison.

Hissentencing isset for Sept. 7.

said there was a problem with ad-
dressingthat could bealiability is-
sue.

Another continuing discussionis
the issue of credit cards. Sheriff
MikeBaughnwill beonhandtotalk
about hisoffice’'sgascards.

Employee health insurance is
alsoupfor discussionagainbecause
the county health committee made
up of employees will bring back
their recommendationsfor ahealth
plan proposal.

The commissioners will hear a
budget request from Thomas
County Conservation District at

9:30a.m.

The Thomas County Road De-
partment supervisor Clair Schrock
will beat themeeting todiscussper-
sonnel issuesat 10a.m.

At 10:15 am. Sandy Swob will
be there to discuss household haz-
ardouswaste.

Also on the agenda are the ap-
prova of July 5minutes; | etter from
Baughn on future lawn mainte-
nance bids; road department June
report; landfill totals for June and
sampling resultsfor April; and sur-
veys from Thomas County Emer-
gency Medical Servicevolunteers.

Up, up and away

Trevor Strutt got his kite up in the air Thursday during a
children’s kite class held at Colby United Methodist Church.
The children were flying the kites they built during athree-hour
class this week taught by Wayne and Millie Horlacher.
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Susan, Blake, Brandon and Bob McLemore, who perform as The McLemore Family, sang during
Picnic in the Park Thursday in Fike Park and will be among the many entertainers at the Pickin On
the Plains Bluegrass Festival next weekend.

Colby’s 10th annual

Festival here next weekend

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Inlessthanaweek, Colby will be
alive with bluegrass music and a
“Smokin’ onthe Plains’ barbecue
cookoff.

Now initstenthyear, Pickin’ On
ThePlainsisscheduled for Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, July 15-17 at
the Thomas County fairgrounds.

Thereare10groupsscheduledto
entertai n audiencesthroughout the
weekend and the cookoff is being
sponsored by Great American Out-
door Trails Radio Show.

Prior tothefestival, the commit-
teeisagain planning to have a pot-
luck and jam session Thursday at
6:30 p.m. on thefairgrounds.

“Admissionisfreeandeveryone
isinvited to attend,” said Susan
McLemore, one of thefestival en-

tertainersand organizers.

The main event kicks off Friday
at 6 p.m. until 10 p.m.; Saturday
from10am.to11p.m. and Sunday
from 9:30 am. to 2:15 p.m. witha
gospel-sing-along at 10 a.m.

Thefestival isafamily affairwith
many activities available for all
ages, shesaid.

Arts and crafts, jam sessions,
games, and horse-drawn wagon
ridesareonly asampleof what visi-
tors can expect, McLemore said.

Asinyear’spast, there will also
be a bluegrass youth contest at 10
a.m., Saturday, with cash prizesto
winners.

Entertainerson Friday and Satur-
day include: Sons and Brothers,
who were the 2004 national blue-
grass playoff champs; The New
Old-Timers, a Kansas group; the

McLemore Family from Colby;
Larry Booth, Colby; SappaStrings
of Colorado andthe Pearce Family,
which features parents and two
sons.

Alsoon Saturday, TheChapmans
and SpontaneousCombustion, both
from Missouri will be featured,
alongwith Colorado’sHot Strings.

Marshall Allen Baily of High
Plains Public Radio plans to keep
thingsbusy onall threedaysand as
always concessions will be avail-
able.

For tickets, call the Colby Con-
ventionand VisitorsBureau at 460-
7643 or (800) 611-8835. Advance
tickets are discounted.

Watch for more details on blue-
grass groups, activities and ticket
location next week in the Col by
FreePress.

Wheat yields vary around county

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

The proof isin the fields. This
year’s harvest has been touted as
being better than last year’s and
yieldsfromareafarmersprovethat.
There was considerable range in
yields.

Onefarmer who had agood har-
vestwasJoeTrembley of Colby. He
said he's almost done cutting and
hashad some*goodyields’ withan
averageof about 51 bushelsanacre
on 600 acresof drylandwheat north
of Rexford.

“It wasn't bad,” Trembley said.
“It was a pleasant surprise. It was
better than | expected.”

Test weight was also very good.
He said it averaged 63 pounds per
bushel.

“It wasavery good harvest,” he
said.

Another farmer who'shadagood
harvest isBill Miller of Colby.

Hesaid he' snot done cutting but
he's cut enough wheat to know he
had considerable variation in his
fields.

“We're till cutting north of Le-
vant,” Miller said. “Weshould fin-
ish Sunday in time to go to the
races.”

Hesaid near Rexford, someof his
fieldsyielded 68-70bushelsanacre
ondryland wheat.

That, Miller said, wasbetter than
some of hisirrigated fieldsin the
northwest part of the county.

North of Levant, he had some
wheatyield 7-8 bushelsan acreand
somego ashigh as 30.

Ontheirrigated side, theaverage
yieldswerein the mid-60s.

He did have one irrigated field
that had hail damaged but still man-
agedtoyieldaround 40 bushel sper
acre.

“There was a wide range,” he

said. “There was some good
wheat.”

Miller saidif thefieldsgot alittle
rain, no rust, no freeze damage or
other problems, the wheat was
good.

“Itwasway better thanlastyear,”
Miller said.

He said some of the wheat that
didn’'tdovery well had good poten-
tial but succumbed to drought anc
freeze damage.

However, some farmers didn'’t
haveresultsasgood as others.

ClaudeHerren of Colby declined
totalk about hisyieldsbut said be-
cause of drought and freeze, his
wheat suffered. His wheat was 12
miles southwest of Colby.

“Itwasn’t very good,” he said.
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