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Tonight...Partly cloudy with
a20 percent chance of thunder-
storms. Lows in the mid 60s.
Southeast winds 5 to 10 mph.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. A 30
percent chance of thunder-
stormsintheafternoon. Highsin
the lower 90s. East windsup to
10mph. Tuesday night...Partly
cloudy. A 20 percent chance of
thunderstorms in the evening.
Lows in the lower 60s. East
winds 5 to 10 mph.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the lower 90s. East
winds up to 5 mph.
Thursday...Mostly sunny.
Highsinthemid 90s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 91

L ow thismorning, 65

Records for this date, 110 in
1954 and 46in 1905

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8 am. today, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 1.42

Soil temperature, 82

Water Data

WaterWatch— Demandfor 3
consecutive days exceeds 3.5
million gallons per day.

WaterWarning — Demand
for 3 consecutive days exceeds
4.0 million gallons per day.
City will begin conservation ef-
forts.

WaterEmergency — Demand
for 3 consecutive days exceeds
4.5 million gallons per day. No
outdoor watering allowed along
with other conservation efforts.

Water July 7= 2,368,900gal -
lons

The sour ces:

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

Court says
kiss violated
state’s sex law

TOPEKA (AP)—Ateacher who
“French kisses’ a student over the
age of 16 still hascommitted anil-
legal sex act under state law, the
KansasCourt of Appealsruled Fri-
day.

Last year, thestate’ ssexual rela-
tionslaw wasamendedto makeita
felony for school employeestohave
sexual contact with studentsages16
and 17. Prior tothat, sex abuselaws
in Kansas had applied only to vic-
tims under the age of 16.

Theappeal scourt said Friday that
French kissing constitutes the
felony act of “lewd fondling or
touching” between a school em-
ployeeand astudent fromthesame
school.

The court ruled on the appeal of
Lori Lynn Stout, 32, a former
teacher and coach at Wellington
High School in south-central Kan-
sas. Shehad beenfound guilty by a
Sumner County jury of unlawful
sexual relations.

The case involved her relation-
shipwithal6-year-old femalestu-
dent.

According to court documents,
the student initiated a French kiss
while staying overnight at Stout’s
home, but Stout resisted. The two
later kissed again, records show.

Boththegirl and Stout denied any
other type of sexual contact, and
eachsaidshehadnointerestinpur-
suing a sexual relationship, the
court acknowledged.

But based on the circumstances
of thecase, thejudgessupportedthe
jury’searlier finding.

“A French kiss or tonguekissis
indisputably atouching; moreover,
itisatouching that isnot necessar-
ily innocent, dependent upon the
circumstances,” the court said.
“Given the weight of authorities
acknowledging that such kissing
can beintimate sexual contact, we
decline to hold as a matter of law
that such contact cannot be lewd
touching.”

The court did, however, grant
Stout anew trial because the jury
had receivedimproper instructions.

Extension office plans open house

The Thomas County Extension officein Colby will hold
an open housefrom 8 am. to 8 p.m., Thursday, and also on
Friday from 8 am. to 5 p.m. in the west wing of the office
complex, 350 S. RangeAve. Theopen housewill showcase
thecelebration of 4-Hersover thelast 100 years. Therewill
alsobeactivitiesand presentationsby all theagentswithlots
of funand educational opportunitiesfor bothyoungandold.
On Thursday, children will be able to make bottle rockets
startingat 5:30 p.m., and thenlearnhow to makemicrowave
biscuit bubble bread and strawberry smoothies at 6 p.m.
Starting at 6:30, get al your tipsfor tree and lawn care; fi-
nally get your updated report onthel ocal and regional wheat
plots. Staff membersat the extension office are encourag-
ing everyoneto drop and and takethistimeto meet the new
staff, receive door prizes, and enjoy homemade refresh-
ments.

Reservations near for After 5 event
TheHigh PlainsAfter 5 Club isinviting everyoneto its
“Fun At the Malt Shop” dinner party from 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, July 12, at theColonial Steakhousein Oakley. Res-
ervationsand cancellationsareduenolater than Sunday, July

Briefly

10, by calling either Gloria Mattix at (785) 460-2705 or e-
mailing Teri Adams at: biohw@st-tel .net. The High Plains
After 5 Clubisaffiliated with the Christian Women's Club.

SRS officeto begin move Tuesday

TheColby Social and Rehabilitation Officewill beclosed
Tuesday, July 12 and Wednesday, July 13. They will beopen
intheir new locationat 1135 S. Country Club Drive, Suite 1,
Colby, onJuly 14. If anyoneneedstoreport child/adult abuse,
neglect or exploitation, call 1-800-264-3798 from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. After hours, weekends and
holidays, call 1-800-922-53300r your local law enforcement.
If you need assi stancewithfood stamps, medical, vocational
rehabilitation or child care please call (785) 543-5258. The
office apologizesfor any inconvenience.

LaLeche meetings continue

LaLeche L eague of Northwest Kansas will have alocal
meeting serieson breastfeedinginformation, from3to4p.m.
on Sunday, July 10andAugust 7, at First Presbyterian Church
meeting room, 515 W. 4th, Colby. The July Sunday meeting
will be on advantages of breastfeeding and the beginning
weeks. The August meeting will be on avoiding difficulties

and on nutrition/weaning. All interested parents-to-be, par-
entswith nursing babies, and support peoplearewel cometao
theseinformal meetings. Call ConnieDavis, (785) 460-7188,
for questions or general information on breastfeeding.

Five-year reunion forms available

For those planning to attend Colby’sAll School five-year
reunion, but have lost their registration forms or didn’t re-
ceiveon, they can pick formsup from Sharon Bieker at F &
M Bank, 240 W. 4th St., Colby. Also registration informa-
tion can be obtained by going online at http://www.-
eaglesalumni.org.

Queen/princess contestants sought

TheThomasCounty Rodeo Queen and Princesscontestis
seeking contestants for the 2005 pageant on Monday, July
25in Colby. For those interested in the queen competition,
theagerangeis16-23. For theprincesscontestants, agerange
isfrom 12to 15. Junior princessesfrom 8to 11 yearsoldare
alsoeligible. A trophy saddlewill beawarded to queenalong
with belt bucklesand crownsfor all winners. Contestantswill
bejudgedinhorsemanship, interview, speech and modeling.
For questions or an entry form, call (785) 586-2228.
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Taking itin

this week’s entertainer.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Jennifer, Calley and Caitlin Burr relaxed in the shade during the McLemore Family performance
Thursday at the Picnic in the Park. The weekly event runs each Thursday at noon through the
month of July at Fike Park. Bring your lawn chair, blanket, sack lunch and enjoy. Jan Barnum is

Interest in ethanol plants
grows in southwest Kansas

LIBERAL (AP) — Thelarge
number of cattlein southwest Kan-
sasmakesit aprime areafor etha-
nol production, accordingtoacon-
sultant hiredto study thefeasibility
of an ethanol plant in Seward
County.

Ed Stahl, of BBI International,
told agroup of ethanol supporters
Thursday that hiscompany believes
an area from Garden City to the
Texas panhandle could easily sup-
port fiveto seven projectsto create
ethanol, afuel additive.

Heforecast that aplant that pro-
duced 50 milliongallonsof ethanol
ayear could generateannual pretax
earnings of $8.38 million, while a
100-million-gallon plant could
generate $18.03 million.

Stahl said cattle make a ready
market for distillers grain, afeed
thatisoneof thebyproductsof etha-
nol production.

Thepositivereport hasmembers
of the Liberal Ethanol Steering
Committee excited about bringing
aplanttothearea.

“| think the numbers speak for
themselves,” said Nick Hatcher,
who leadsthe Liberal group.

Hatcher said the steering com-
mittee — made up of ranchers,
farmers, bankers, businessmenand
othersfrom Seward County — will
meet again to decide the next step.

Thespecifictiming of any project
“dependsontheequity driveweput
together,” he said.

Thegroupisn’t the only onein-
terested in ethanol. A St. Louis-
based firm announced last month
that it plans to build a plant near
Ulysses to generate 100 million
gallons per year, perhaps starting
thisfall. Kearny County officials
arestudyingthefeasibility of build-
ing aplant there.

“Practically speaking, BBI
thinks the area, Garden City to
Hereford, Texas, caneasily sustain
five, six, seven projectsjust based
ontheamount of cattlealone,” said
Stahl. Herefordisinthe TexasPan-
handle.

Ethanol ismadefrom cornor sor-
ghum. With cattleclose, thedistill-
ersgrain can be shipped to buyers
wet, saving on the substantial cost
of dryingit.

When ethanol producershaveto
shipdistillersgrainlong distances,
they must dry it first so it won't
spoil.

“Themarketfordistillersgrainis
self-evident and should be ex-
ploited at every possible turn,”
Stahl said.

Although interest in ethanol is
growing, Stahl saidthebiggest hin-
drance to such projectsis lack of
equity frominvestors. Bankerswill
lend up to 60 percent of the money
required to build a plant, with the
rest coming from equity.

“There are alot of projects that
get started, and they just can't get
themoney to close,” Stahl said. “
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See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

“ Neighbors helping neighbors’
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and enjoy the
musical talent
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Special floor covering
used in Oakley building

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

OAKLEY — An international
floor covering systemisbeinglaid
in the new activity center at an
Oakley church.

Sean Celmer, IndependenceMo.,
last week started laying arevolu-
tionary compositefloor coveringin
thelmpact Center at Oakley’sCom-
munity Church. A vinyl composite
witharubber foam backing, Celmer
isoneof fiveingtallersintheUntied
Stateslaying Taraflex flooring.

“Taraflex ismade in France and
has a 40-year guarantee. It's the
only floor covering which passes
safety specifications for the Na-
tional Board of Education,” Celmer
said.

He said Congress has safety
specifications before it, which if
passed, will allow United States
school sreplacing current floor cov-
eringingymnasiums, weight rooms
and similar activity-based student
sitesto use Taraflex.

Winner of aworld-wide compe-
tition, Celmer laid the same floor-
ing in the practice facility of the
Seattle Supersonics, and the same
surfacematerial isnow coveringthe
athletic areaof theregulation sized

basketball and volleyball court at
the Impact Center.

Laying4-foot 11-inchwidestrips
84-feet long, Celmer will beready
to paint basketball and volleyball
stripesonthefloor next week when
hefinishes.

The process was delayed one
week whenthelast roll of flooring,
which was damaged in shipment,
had to be replaced.

“I’ll useatwo-part epoxy paintto
paint the lines. It's made by Nova
Manufacturing andit’sanicepaint
because you double coat every-
thing,” Celmer said.

Working alone, Celmer said he
wastrained by devel opersfromthe
French company who traveled to
the United States to teach him tc
install theflooring.

“I’vegotitdowntoascienceand
I’m the only person in the United
Stateswho doesit by myself. | can
doafloorlikethisoneinfour days,
where it takes other guys working
in atwo-man team aweek to do it.

“1 won the world award for in-
stalling for the Parkville Athletic
CenterinParkville, Missouri. Itwas
four gyms in one building with &
running track around it,” Celmer
said.

Thursday, July 14th
12:00 noon
Fike Park
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