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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
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1 HEARDUN GOT A
GUINBURNTODM.

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

OKAY, HILARY, YOU'RE OUR TEAM’S BEST
HITTER AND I DON‘T WANT TO

A HOME RUN! WE'RE UP 2-0!

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF TWO PEOPLE ARE

DEBATING THE MERITS OF THERMOSTATS,
WOULD IT BE A HEATED ARGUMENT?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals D
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A GUTSY GHOST
WENT INTO A PUB BUT WAS TOLD TO LEAVE.
THEY DIDN'T SERVE SPIRITS THERE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals W
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ACROSS
1 Foot
wiper
4 Unlit
8 Lotion
additive
12 Parisian
pal
13 Verve
14 15th-
century
ship
15 “Holy
cow!”
16 Shortcut
18 Ink
variety
20 Bankroll
21 “Bye
Bye
Birdie”
song
24 Withdraw
from
office
28 “Phone-a-
friend,”
e.g.
32 Actress
Sorvino
33 Commo-
tion
34 Ormamen-
tal
stamps
36 Comic
DelLuise
37 “Cheers”
habitué
39 Schedule
41 Shimmer

43 Nil, to 2 Congre-
Novotna gational
44 Energy cry
46 Crowd- 3 Going
scene into extra
actor innings
50 Toroidal 4 Specs
candy 5 “The
55 Victory Greatest”
56 Dr. 6 Battering
Seuss’ device
“If —the 7 Recog-
Zoo” nized
57 Swing 8 Garland
music 9 Actress
58 Skilled Ullmann
pilot 10 Insepa-
59 Nerd- rable
pack 11 Corn
contents spike
60 Mimicked 17 Gloomy
61 Piglet's 19 White
parent House
nickname
DOWN 22 Regimen
1 Amahl's 23 Exemplar
night of slow-
visitors ness
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28 Singer
k.d.

29 “American

30 Links
warning
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35 Cut
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(prefix)
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start
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the
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50 Pouter’s
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51 Rage
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54 Leading
lady?

1 2

10 |11

him a chance to make the slam. All that was re-
quired was a very specific lie of the cards, a bit of
deception and a gullible opponent — but there
was no harm in trying.

Accordingly, South won the heart lead with the
ace, cashed the ace of diamonds and then led a
low trump toward dummy, acting for all the world
like a man with the singleton ace of diamonds.

West couldn’t bear the thought of South’s get-
ting rid of his (presumed) heart loser on one of
dummy’stop diamonds, so he climbed up with the
ace of spades — felling one of his partner’s hon-
ors—and tried to cash the queen of hearts. South
ruffed, led a spade to the king followed by a spade
to the ten, and the party was over.

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
“®» A 7
YK 62
® 10763
10754
WEST EAST
@® JO632 2K Q104
Y343 ¥J9os5
* 2 * A4
PK Q96 A T2
SOUTH
@®» g5
YAQI07
*K QJI98S
@ 3
The bidding:
East South West North
1 NT 2 & 2 o 3@
3 & 4 & 4 & Pass
Pass 5@ Dble
Opening lead — king of clubs.

Fine-Tuned Defense

Defensive play requires complete and unswerv-
ing attention at alltimes. Lapses of concentration
are a prescription for disaster. Many such set-
backs can be avoided by being “at the table” at
the critical moment.

Take this case from a pairs contest. At several
tables, North-South wound up in five diamonds
doubled after East-West had reached four spades
(whichwould have gone down one). West invari-
ably led the king of clubs, after which the defen-
sive efforts diverged.

At one table, East signaled with the eight of
clubs, and West continued with a low club, ruffed
by South. Declarer drove outthe ace of diamonds,
won the spade shift with the ace, drew the miss-
ing trump and ran four hearts, discarding a spade
from dummy to make the contract.

Atanothertable, the defenders gota step closer
to setting the contract, but stilltook second money.
Here, Eastwisely played the deuce of clubs at trick
one, asking his partner to switch to another suit,
and West shifted to the three of spades, taken by
dummy’s ace.

This put the defenders in position to collect two
more tricks, but East fell from grace when declarer
nextled the diamond ten from dummy. After East
followed low and the ten held, South played four
rounds of hearts, discarding a spade from dummy.
Eastcould take the diamond ace then or later, but
that was the only trick he got.

Atathirdtable, the defense functioned perfectly.
East also played the club deuce on the first trick,
and West shifted to the spade three. Declarertook
dummy’s ace and led a diamond, but East alertly
rose with the ace and cashed the king of spades
for down one.

Observe that once West shifted to the three of
spades, the winning defense was easy to find.
Since West could nothave more than five spades
—thethree was fourth-best— Eastknew declarer
had asecond spade. To cater to the possibility that
South had started with four hearts headed by the
A-Q, Eastmade sure to take the firstdiamond and
cash aspade before the setting trick disappeared.
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“Last summer | had IV poison on
my leg.”




