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This is what they’re all talking about!

• Local area news  • Comics  • Bridge
• Crossword Puzzle  • Dear Abby  • Weather
• Sports  • Features  • Statehouse Coverage

• Diverse Editorial Page

Delivered by carrier in:

 - Colby
  - Brewster
  - Oakley

Mailed to the following counties:
Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove, Logan, Rawlins,

Sheridan, Sherman, Wallace and Thomas counties.

NOW AVAILABLE

at Red’s in Hoxie

4 mo. $50; 8 mo. $62; 1 yr. $78

WE ALSO OFFER SENIOR DISCOUNTS.

785-462-3963
155 W. 5th • Colby

4 mo. $38; 8 mo. $53; 1 yr. $70

• NOTICE •
AD RATES

For Classified Word ads are
as follows:
1-2 days

3-4 days

5-9 days

10-14 days

Monthly (tfn)

25¢*/word

18¢/word

17¢/word

16¢/word

15¢/word

(*Price reflects 15 word minimum ad. Ads
must be in our office by 12:00 noon the
day before. In case of error, call us the
FIRST day your ad runs since we will not
be responsible for errors after the first
day/week.

COUNTRY ADVOCATE

$9.45 for the first 15 words & 55¢
each additional word (per week).
Your ad will run 1 time in the Advo-
cate and 1 week in the sister paper
of your choice.

ADS MUST BE IN THE OFFICE BY
12:00 NOON ON FRIDAY.

DISPLAY (box) AD DEADLINE FOR
FREE PRESS IS 3:00 P.M. TWO DAYS

BEFORE AD RUNS.
Classified Display Rate:
$6.95 per column inch

COUNTRY ADVOCATE DEADLINE IS
12:00 NOON ON FRIDAY.

785-462-3963

Livestock for Sale

15 year old mare.  Gentle and kid
safe.  Call after 6:00 p.m. 785-891-
3730.

——7/5—7/15——-

Pets For Sale

Austrian Shepherd puppies.  ASCA
registered.  Black tri and blue merle,
first shots and wormed, $200. 970-
664-2621 evenings.

——7/13—7/25——-

Rat Terriers.  shots, papers.  Call eve-
nings 785-672-3043.

——7/13—8/1———

Special male AKC Golden Retriever
puppy, last of the bloodline, 3 months
old.  $350.  620-355-6026.

——7/11—7/15——-

AKC miniature Dachshund pup-
pies.  Shots, wormed, dewclaws,
ready July 24.  Will deliver to Colby.
620-382-2169.

——7/11—7/15——-

Mini Dachshund puppies.  Red fe-
male, black and tan male, short haired,
1st shots, vet checked, $300. 785-
443-3363.

———7/8—7/14———

3 year old AKC male Scottish Terrier.
Moving - can’t have pets. 785-443-
0427.

——7/7—7/13——-

To Give Away

Kittens, some would make good
house cats.  Patsy Samson 785-626-
9246.

——7/11—7/15——-

1 year old neutered Jack Russell
Terrier with papers. 785-462-2023.

——7/11—7/15——-

Beautiful kittens.  Blue eyes, litter
box trained.  Call after 6:00 p.m. 785-
462-7943.

——7/7—7/13——-

Pets / Supplies

To Give Away

Livestock for Sale

CCCCCCLASSIFEDSLASSIFEDSLASSIFEDSLASSIFEDSLASSIFEDSLASSIFEDS

Cheyenne County Fair

Demolition Derby
Limited Weld

For more information call:
Wade 785-332-8545 or

Jared 785-332-0124

Saturday, Aug. 6 • 7 p.m. Classifieds
462-3963

College gets large donation for nursing department
The Colby Community College

Endowment Foundation has re-
ceived a $20,000 bequest from the
estate of Vesta Shea, a lifelong resi-
dent of Sheridan County.

“The gift will be used for nursing
scholarships,”  said Dr. Mikel Ary,
president of Colby College.

 “There is a great deal of oppor-
tunity for graduates of our nursing
program. Projections from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics point to
the need for more than one million
new nurses by the year 2010.

“We are grateful for the generos-
ity displayed by Mrs. Shea. Many

northwest Kansas nursing students
will benefit from her philanthropy,”
he said. Shea was born May 26,
1917 in rural Sheridan County.  She
graduated from Selden High School
and taught for 10 years in county
schools in Sheridan, Decatur and
Norton counties.  Substitute teach-

ing in the Selden Grade School for
the next seven years completed her
career in education.  On June 18,
1944, she married Flerry Shea.
Flerry and Vesta moved to Selden
after living on their Sheridan Coun-
ty farm for 49 years.

Shea was a member of the United

Methodist Church where she served
as an organist, board member, trea-
surer, choir member and Sunday
school teacher.

She was also involved in 4-H for
31 years, serving as a leader, county
advisory board member president,
secretary and treasurer.

“                 My other placements had given up
on me. But Pat and Phil were different; they
weren’t like the others.”

Linda,  a foster child

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-

888-719-8929 or in the
Wichita area, 268-0834

Couple spends 34 years as foster parents
LAWRENCE (AP) — In her

early teens, Pat McPhail found her-
self with the responsibility of look-
ing after younger siblings. She used
the child-care skills she developed
later, when she and her husband,
Phil, served as foster parents for
hundreds of youngsters.

The McPhails, both 65, retired
from foster parenting last month
after 34 years. They’ve lost count of
how many children have been un-
der their care.

“ It’s in the hundreds — probably
400 or so,”  Phil McPhail said.
“When you get 10 or 12 at a time it
adds up pretty fast.”

His wife, originally from Larned,
said her mother died when she was
14, leaving her to look after two
younger siblings.

“My father couldn’ t handle it,”
she said. “ He pretty much aban-
doned us. Every since then, I’ ve
never wanted another kid to go
without a mother. That thought has
never left me.”

While the McPhails aren’ t taking
on new foster care children, they
still have four children living with
them, plus another they’ve adopted.
They had two children of their own,
son Brad and daughter Stephanie,
both now married and living in
Lawrence.

“What they’ve done is phenom-
enal,”  said Judy Culley, executive

director at The Shelter, which pro-
vides assistance for children in state
custody. “And they done it all of
their adult lives.”

When they moved to Topeka
from western Kansas in 1971, the
McPhails became live-in house
parents at a group home started by
The Villages, a residential program
co-founded by Dr. Karl Menninger,
the renowned psychiatrist, and
criminologist E. Kent Hayes of
Lawrence.

In 1976, the McPhails moved to
Lawrence and took over The Vil-
lages’  group home there.

The McPhails specialized in chil-
dren who’d suffered the most abuse
and were considered the hardest to
handle.

“ I don’ t know what their secret
is,”  said Douglas County Juvenile
Court Judge Jean Shepherd. “They
must love it, they must be real well-
grounded.”

One 17-year-old girl now with
the McPhails for a year has been in

foster care since she was 2, in seven
foster homes and more than a dozen
group homes.

“The first thing Pat ever said to
me was ’ We don’ t give up on
people,”’  said the girl, Linda. “My
other placements had given up on
me.

“  But Pat and Phil were different;
they weren’t like the others.”

“The thing that’s different here is
the rules are the same for every-
body,”  said Lauren, another 17-
year-old who has also been with the
McPhails for about a year. “They
don’t treat you like you’ re a foster
kid; they treat you like you’ re one
of their kids.”

Pat McPhail said their son and
daughter had the same rules as the
hundreds of fosters children
who’ve lived with them.

Sheri Williams, a child protec-
tion services worker with the De-

partment of Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services, said she was amazed
at how organized things were at the
McPhails.

“ I have two kids of my own, I
know how hard it is,”  she said. “But
what impressed me the most was
that I never felt like I was in a group
home. It always felt like a real home
with very loving parents.”

For the first time in 34 years, the
McPhails are living in a house
rather than a group home.

“We’ re leasing,”  Phil McPhail
said. “We can’ t afford to buy.”

He and his wife saved for retire-
ment, but essentially they’ re living
on their Social Security benefits.

Still, Pat McPhail says she thinks
they’ re “ some of the richest people
in the world,”  recalling a recent
visit from a former foster child who
came by to introduce her husband.

“And while we were talking she
joked about how she couldn’ t get
him to fold towels like we taught
her to,”  she said.

“And then she turned to me and
said ’How’d you get me to do that?’
because she knew she was a hand-
ful and, years later, she knew we
cared enough to stick with her.”

“ It’s moments like that you can’t
buy.”


