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Small-town girl takes big risks
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I’m a police of-
ficer with a large metropolitan po-
lice department. I have been dating
a wonderful woman I’ll call “Jamie”
who was raised in — and still resides
in — a small town where everyone
knows everyone, and many people
still leave their doors unlocked. I’m
frustrated with her because she’s so
trusting of everyone.

The last time Jamie came here to
visit, she accepted a ride from a com-
plete stranger while walking to a
nightclub. Because she thought he
was “nice,” she also gave him her
name and phone number. Jamie fre-
quently picks up hitchhikers, and
last week after she finished work,
she let an intoxicated male come to
her barber shop at 10 p.m. and gave
him a haircut. When she was fin-
ished cutting his hair, she told me he
took out a bag of marijuana and
asked her to smoke with him. Jamie
does not use controlled substances.
She says she gave him a ride back to
his hotel so he would leave the shop.

I constantly tell my girlfriend to
use common sense with strangers
and stop assuming everyone is nice.
I see violence, misery and mayhem
every day, and I tell her about it. I’m
afraid unless she starts using com-
mon sense that one day she’ll be a
victim. Please help me get through
to her.

— WITS’ END IN THE WEST
DEAR “END”: While I admire

your girlfriend’s optimism, I
agree her naivete is dangerous. So
far she has been lucky — but any
one of the incidents you described
could have ended badly.

A picture is worth a thousand
words. Because you have been un-
able to convince her verbally, con-
sider showing her photographs of
what has happened to some of the
individuals who became victims
because they were in the wrong
place at the wrong time, or be-
cause they trusted a stranger.

DEAR ABBY: I have wanted to
convert to Judaism ever since I was
16. (I am now 19.) I was raised as a
Christian by non-religious parents.
But when I announced that I wanted
to convert, they had a fit.

I now realize that I would like to
go further than conversion, Abby. I
would like to become a rabbi. When
I told my parents, they became so
upset they ordered me to see a psy-
chologist.

It was hurtful enough that they
didn’t accept my conversion — and
now this. What should I do?

— DEPRESSED IN N.C.
DEAR DEPRESSED: Discuss

this with your rabbi, who I am
sure will be sympathetic and sup-
portive, and by all means talk with
a psychologist. A mental health
professional may be able to help
you find a way to make your par-
ents understand that this is
YOUR life and future, and not a
criticism of them or the way they
raised you.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I have a question regarding table
manners. He says that when you are
eating with your right hand, your left
arm should be resting on the table
fully extended.

I say your left hand should be in
your lap. Who is right?

— WONDERING IN WIND-
SOR, CALIF.

DEAR WONDERING: You
are. According to Emily Post’s
Etiquette (16th Edition): “You
may rest your hands and wrists —
but not your entire forearm — on
the edge of the table.”

DEAR ABBY: I am 25, single and
hard-working. I am also pregnant.
The father, “Zack,” is married and
expecting his first child in August.
I’m due in October.

I met Zack at a bar. I wasn’t look-
ing for a serious relationship, just a
fun evening. Zack seemed like a
nice guy. He never said he was in-
volved with anyone, let alone mar-
ried, and he wasn’t wearing a ring.
Well, our night of passion has now
led to a lifetime of concern.

Zack doesn’t want me to “ruin his
marriage,” and I don’t want to be
called a homewrecker. I initially
didn’t want him involved at all, but
reality has set in and I will need his
financial help. Once my baby is
born, Zack will be taking a blood test
to establish paternity. My family
knows nothing about all this, but it’s
hard to hide. It will be even harder
once the court comes into play re-
garding child support. How should
I break it to them? Should I be
ashamed? I don’t think so, because
I didn’t know Zack was married —
so why is he burdening me with the
guilt of ruining his marriage?

— MOTHER-TO-BE
DEAR MOTHER-TO-BE: Tell

your family in plain English about
what’s going on, because you are
going to need their emotional sup-
port in the months to come. Clear-
ly, you will get none from Zack be-
cause he will have his hands full
explaining this child to his wife.

Should you be ashamed? Unless
you consider having unprotected
sex with a stranger you met at a
bar one of your prouder moments,
I think you should.

Bridge

Famous Hand
In 1993, a team of young players from the

Netherlands — their average age was just over
32 — won the world team championship, help-
ing to dispel fears in bridge’s inner circles that
interest in the game among the young was on
the wane. (That misconception was proven
wrong once again when another group of young
Netherlands players finished second to Italy in
last year’s world championship.)

Today’s deal comes from the 1993 final
against a Norwegian team that itself boasted an
average age of only 34! When Bauke Muller
and Wubbo de Boer of the Netherlands held the
North-South cards, they bid uneventfully to
four hearts as shown.

With South as declarer, and with West hold-
ing the diamond ace and spade king, 12 tricks
could not be stopped. In practice, West led a low
spade, which de Boer ran to the queen, and he
lost only a diamond trick.

The auction took a decidedly different turn
at the other table, where Norway’s Tor Helness
and Geir Helgemo were North-South:

North      East  South        West
1 NT       Pass   2 D          Pass
2 H         Pass   3 C          Pass
3 S         Pass   4 NT Pass
5 S         Pass   6 H
After an opening notrump bid by Helness and

a transfer by South, Helness ended up in six
hearts.

As fate would have it, this placed the lead in
the East hand, and the Netherlands’ Enri
Leufkens unerringly found the killing jack-of-
spades lead.

Helness tried the queen, covered by the king
and ace. In desperation, he led the club ten and
finessed, hoping for a miracle. When West pro-
duced the queen, the slam was down two, and
the youthful Dutch gained 11 IMPs and took a
step closer to their first world team champion-
ship.

Tomorrow: Trump mismanagement.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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