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A really great weekend

Tothe Colby Free Press:

WEell, the10thannual “ Pickin’ onthePlains’ Bluegrass

festival isover, andit wasahugesuccess! Oneof therea-
sonsis because of the tremendous support we had from
the people of Colby and the surrounding area.

Weappreciatethegenerosity of themany businessesand
individuals whose contributions allowed usto bring to
Colby top quality Bluegrass performers. People came
fromat least 15 states, with 90 camping spotsbeingfilled.

It took alot of volunteers to keep things running
smoothly, andweareso grateful for themany peoplewho
helped in that capacity — and for the nice selection of
vendors.

Theentertainment committeehasal ready started onnext
year’s lineup, so be watching for the new schedule. It
promisesto be another fantastic time!

We are proud of Colby and proud of our festival!

Thank you,

The Colby Bluegrass Committee
Susan and Bob M cLemore
GeneCriss

Bill Summers

Keith Reavis

J.D. and Donna Bennett
Joand Larry Booth

Merry LeelL ewis

Chuck and L eilani Thomas
Machelleand Rick Haskins
MarcieMagley

Pat Wolf

Joand Sam Wolf

(L etter #58)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax 462-7749 or drop your letter off at

the office. Remember to include your signature, daytimetelephone

numb er and address. Thelatter two arefor verification of thewriter
only. Questionsto the publisher.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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IT’s NOT A LEAK..
He’S SUPPOSED
To DO THAT. /
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The vibes | get lead me to believe the ticket
salesfortheMark SchultzconcertonAug. 11 are
moving along at agood pace. Dave Jennings at
theHis Shop herein Colby told methismorning
that there’ sal ot of excitement about thisconcert
and hisadviceisnot towait until thelast minute
becausetheremight not beany ticketsleft. Mark
takesthe stage in the Colby Community Build-
ingat 8p.m.onThursday, Aug. 11, which, by the
way, isthefirst day of the Colby High School
Reunion, anevent heldevery fiveyears. Markis
a Colby product and is charted way up therein
the field of Christian music. He's good, very
good. Probably outstanding would better de-
scribethisartist’stalent. Heisbeing brought to
town by J& R Marketing, the Judy and Rich Epp
duo, responsiblefor somemighty big namesap-
pearing locally inthe past few years. Let'swel-
comeMark Schultzhomewitharoaringovation
when his concert opensat 8 p.m. onAug. 11!

Thepolitical cartoonwe carried on the Opin-
ion PageintheFriday, July 15issuewould have
beenfunny if it wasn’t sotrue. If you remember
it showed two charactersinthetwo panel swear-
ing T-shirts. The writing on the top of the first
panel said, “What theworld cares about...” and
showed anAfrica-AmericanwomaninaT-shirt
that read, “ Save Africafrom Aids & Famine.”
Atop the other panel was the wording, “What
America Cares About...” and showed a white
man wearing a T-shirt that said, “ Save Katie
Holmesfrom Tom Cruise.”

Sad, isn'tit.

Themajor mediainthiscountry seemtothink

celebrity isnews. And quite frankly | am get-
ting sick of it! And I’'m also getting sick of
watching the celebs in their latest fashions —
whichiswearing next to nothing— and claim-
ingthisistheAmericanway of life. It'snot. It’s
corporate America's perverted perception of
how the American way of life should be.

The shining city on top of the hill no longer
exists, asitdidintheyearsof Ronald Reagan's
presidency, or the hope held out in the brief
presidency of John F. Kennedy.

Themorel looked at that editorial cartoonand
themorel studiedit, themoretheanger builtup
within me. It is so true. The rest of the world
looks at the situations in other countries with
despair. We turn our heads and look the other
way.

If thosewho are spoon feeding usall thisstu-
pid stuff they call news, would get out in the
country and look at REAL Americathey just
might changetheir stripes.

Thereisno shining city onthehill. Thereare
druggies, boozers, dopers, perverted and twisted
mindsroamingthestreets, sidewalksandalley-
ways. Therearehungry peoplediggingintotrash

cans for survival. There are people sick anc
forcedtostay that way becausethey don’t have
the meansto seek medical help. There arethe
homeless. It'san endlesslitany.

Yes, our illsaremany. But thosein charge of
what wesee, hear and breath, for most part, see
adifferent America. An America concerneg
with thelifestyles of therich, the famous, the
powerful.

Pardonme, bigguys, your Americaand mine
don'tjell.

I might put in another plug for the member-
ship drive underway by the Western Plains
ArtsAssociation. They haveasuper program
lined up for the 2005-06 season for northwest
Kansas. Contact any of thefollowingfor more
information: Joan Albers 460-6448, Vicky
Waldschmidt 460-6620, Car ol Rahn 462-
6342, Carol Barnes 462-2641, Pat
Ziegelmeier 462-7808 or K evin Juenemann,
460-2525 (home), 462-3063 (work). If you' ve
been amember in the past please renew your
commitment, if not consider joining. What the
Western Plains Arts Association doesis com-
pliment the already fine quality of lifein this
part of our great state.

Have agood evening and a good weekend!
And remember toinclude your house or wor-
ship in your weekend plans.

*kkk*x

TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.
Hiscolumn appears\ednesdaysand Fridays.
E-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Getting old Is something to crow about

Hereweareagain, at week’'send and timeto TD And | shall eat dessert every single day.
sharewithyouwhat readersaresharingwithme.
Send nesonlgofyourhstuﬁ andlitjust might fi n_? o At Lhelr(;eacher’sSon er ha
its way into this column. E-mai n old country preacher a teenage son.
td@nwkansas.com, fax462-7749or dropbythe Week’s The preacher felt it was getting time the boy
officeat 155 W. 5th. Thanksfor your help. - td En d should givesomethought to choosing aprofes-

About being old

Theother day ayoung personasked mehow |
felt about being old. | wastaken aback, for | do
not think of myself asold. Upon seeing my re-
action, shewasimmediately embarrassed, but |
explainedthat it wasaninteresting question, and
| would ponder it, and | et her know.

Old age, | decided, isagift. | am now, prob-
ably forthefirsttimeinmy life, theperson| have
alwayswanted to be. Oh, not my body? | some-
time despair over my body — thewrinkles, the
baggy eyes, skin spotsand bumps, and the sag-
gingbutt. Andoften| amtakenaback by that old
person that livesin my mirror, but | don’t ago-
nize over thosethingsfor long.

| would never trade my amazing friends, my
wonderful life, my loving family, for less gray
hair or aflatter belly. Asl’ veaged, I’ vebecome
more kind to myself, and less critical of
myself. I’ ve become my own friend. | don’t
chidemyself for eating that extracookie, or for
not making my bed, or for buying that silly ce-
ment geckothat | didn’t need, butlooksso avant
garde on my patio. | am entitled to overeat, to
be messy, to be extravagant. | have seen too
many dear friends leave this world too soon;
before they understood the great freedom that
comeswith aging.

Whosebusinessisitif | choosetoread until 4
in the morning, and sleep until noon? | will
dance with myself to those wonderful tunes of
the 50's, and if | at the same time wish to weep
over alostlove, | will. I will walk thebeachina
swim suit that is stretched over abulging body,

and will dive into the waves with abandon if |
chooseto, despite the pitying glancesfrom the
bikini set. They, too if they are lucky, will get
old.

| know | am sometimes forgetful. But there
again, some of lifeisjust as well forgotten —
and | eventually remember the important
things. Sure, over the years my heart has been
broken. How canyour heart not break whenyou
loseal ovedone, or whenachild suffers, or when
abeloved pet getshitby acar? But broken hearts
arewhat giveusstrength and understanding and
compassion. A heartnever brokenispristineand
sterile and will never know the joy of being
imperfect.

| am so blessed to havelived long enough to
have my hair turn gray, or to have my hair dis-
appear, and to have my youthful laughs befor-
ever etched into deep grooves on my face. So
many have never laughed, and so many have
diedbeforetheir hair couldturnsilver. | cansay
“no,” and mean it. | can say “yes,” and mean
it. Asyougetolder,itiseasiertobepositive. You
carelessabout what other people think. | don’t
guestion myself anymore. I’ veeven earned the
right to bewrong.

So, toanswer your question, | likebeingold. It
hasset mefree. | liketheperson| havebecome. |
amnot goingtoliveforever, butwhilel amtill
here, | will not wastetimelamenting what could
have been, or worrying about what will be.

sion. Like many young men, then and now, the
boy didn’t really know what hewanted to do—
and hedidn’t seem overly concerned about it.

One day, while the boy was away at school,
hisfather decidedtotry anexperiment. What he
did was this: he went into the boy’s room anc
placed on hisstudy table these three objects —
aBible, asilver dollar, and abottleof whiskey...

“Now then,” theold preacher said to himself,
“I'll just hidebehind thedoor here, andwhenmy
soncomeshomefromschool thisafternoon, I'll
see which of these three objects he picksup. If
hepicksuptheBible, he’ sgoingtobeapreacher
like me, and what a blessing that would be! If
he picks up the dollar, he's going to be a busi-
nessman, and that would be OK too. But if he
picks up the bottle, he's going to be adrunkard
— ano-good drunkard and L ord, what ashame
that would be.”

The old man was anxious as he waited, and
soon he heard his son’sfootsteps ashe camein
thehousewhistling and headed back to hisroom.
He deposited his books on the bed, as amatter
of routine, and as heturned around to |eave the
room he spotted the objects on the table.

With acuriousset in hiseye, hewalked over
toinspect them. What hefinally didwaspick up
the Bible and place it under his arm. He then
picked up the silver dollar and dropped it into
hispocket. Heuncorked thebottleandtook abig
drink....

“Lord have mercy!” the old man whispered,
“he'sgonnabeapoalitician!”

That'sit for thisweek. - td

l HES ANXIVS ALL THE
TIME NOW. BUT HE KEEPS
GKIPPING HIG MELSG, AND HE

WONT GO 70 THE VET CENTER

1T A4S OVER NOTHING —
HE WAS HAVING TROVBLE
GTARTING THE MOWER,
AND HE JUST EXFLOLED.
HE GETS FRUGTRATED 20

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau
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