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Recording
artist returns
to hometown

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Coming “home” for avisitisal-
ways a special
occasion.

But for Mark
Schultz, return-
ing to the com-
munity wherehe
grew up is even
morespecial this
time. Schultz,an
award-winning
Christian artist,
is giving his
first-ever concert in Colby on
Thursday, Aug. 11.

Theconcertwill beat 8p.m.atthe
Colby Community Building. And
Schultz said it's a “huge thrill” to
giveaconcertinthecommunity he
once called home.

“Thisisthe first concert since
I’ve come to Nashville,” Schultz
said, adding in nearly six years of
touring, he's done “thousands’ of
concertsfrom Charlotteto Dallasto
LosAngeles.

The concert will be the kick-off
date for the tour to support his up-
coming DV D “ Storiesand Songs,”
whichwill bereleased on Tuesday,
Sept. 27.

People will be able to pre-order
the DVD at the concert and it will
be delivered by mail after itsre-
lease.

The Colby concert will be the
first of atour that will span more
than 20 dates thisfall, and will in-
clude Orlando, Charlotte, Dallas,
and Tulsa.

Schultz has had six No. 1 songs
in the past five years, including
“LettersfromtheWar,” whichwas
on hislast record.

The U.S. Army made a video of
it, which was shown to soldiers
servinginlragandAfghanistanand
he even did a concert in the court-
yard of the Pentagon in Washing-
ton, D.C. last summer.

Footagefromthat concertwill be
shown during his Colby perfor-
mance.

Schultzisinthemiddleof getting
ready to promote the DVD, which
features alive concert aswell asa
45-minute documentary on where
he grew up, including Colby,
Salina, where his grandmother
lives, and Kansas State University
inManhattanand hisold fraternity,
aswell asNashville.

“1t makes sensein the context of

Marijuana
buston I-70

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

A routine traffic stop Friday
evening yielded several hundred
pounds of marijuana.

Jason Draper, atrooper with the
Kansas Highway Patrol, said a
deputy from the Thomas County
Sheriff’s Office pulled over amo-
tor homefromArizonaonaroutine
trafficstopon[-70 at 5:30 p.m.

The stop was made at mile
marker 62 just east of the Mingo
exit.

An investigation found 409
pounds of marijuanain the motor
home bathroom. Draper said the
estimated value of the drugsis
about $800,000.

Hesaidthey wereassisted by the
Thomas County Sheriff’s Office
and Col by Police Department. One
of the department’s two K-9s,
Capone, helped with the search,
and was instrumental in locating
the marijuana.

Draper declined to name the
peoplewho were arrested because
the matter is still under investiga-
tion.

Hesaidtheindividualsarebeing
held at the Thomas County jail.

M. Schultz

the concert,” he said.

Hestill hasfamily inthearea, an
aunt and uncle, Louise and Don
Schultz, who live in Grainfield.
However, Schultzsaid hefeelslike
he has adopted the community as
family while he was growing up.

“| wasover at everybody’shouse
then,” he said, adding it's always
fun coming back home. “1 feel like
| never left.”

The timing of the concert
couldn’t be better. Not only is
Schultz coming back to perform but
he'll be sticking around for afew
daysfor the Colby All-School Re-
union, an event held every five
years.

He'sexcitedtocomeback anddo
theconcert, and saidit'sadreamto
actually be able to do so. Schultz
said all of his concerts are special
but with this one, he's coming full
circle.

Schultz said the community is
important to him.

He also talks about Colby while
on the road at concerts, telling
peopleit wasagreat placeto grow
up.
And, Schultz said, he's doing
what he's doing because of the
people he grew up with.

Many people in the community
played a“huge”’ roleinhislifeand
hewantedtothank them, including
Phil Shuman, Joan Albers, Lenora
Haney and Shirley Malcolm, who
taught himto play piano, and all of
the other people who encouraged
himinmusic.

Schultz, a 1989 graduate of
Colby High Schooal, played quarter-
back onthefootball teamaswell as
basketball, said Larry Arehart,
whose son Scott was a friend of
Schultz's.

He said Scott was a couple of
yearsolder than Schultzandthetwo
met through youth activities at
Colby United Methodist Church.

“Hewasagoodkid growingup,”
Arehart said. “He was fun to be
around.”

Schultz also attended Colby
Community College two years,
where he was active in the Sun-
flower Singers.

Arehart saidhewaseveninapro-
duction of “South Pacific” with
Schultz.

Only acoupleof hundredtickets
areleft, said Rich Epp, co-owner of
J& R Marketing, the concert orga-
nizer.

Andthis little piggy . . .

Samantha Schmidt, the daughter of Stan and Terina Schmidt,
Colby, painted one of many animated characters keeping with
this year's Thomas County Fair theme of “Ride High in 2005,”
on the front windows of the Cutting Edge, 850 S. Franklin.

Samantha, along with many others, are participating in the win-
dow decorating contest with judges planning to evaluate the
winners tonight. First place winner will receive $150; second,
$100; third, $75; fourth, $50 and fifth, $25.
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|_ocal incident turns into federal case

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

What started out as a theft at
Colby’s Wal-Mart store in March
involving two northwest Kansas
peoplehasnow escalatedintoafed-
eral drug case, said Detective Sgt.
Gary Shull, Colby Police Depart-
ment.

Jason Neal Hopkins, 31, Colby,
and TreshaA. Carter, 27, Goodland
werebothindicted onsevenfederal
warrants from the United States
District CourtinWichitaon Thurs-
day.

Hopkins, also known as Jason
Davis, was charged on unlawful
possession of firearms (amachine
gun and a firearm with a silencer)
infurtherance of adrug trafficking
crime; manufacturing of metham-
phetamine; possession of prohib-
ited equi pment used to manufacture
methamphetamine; receiving, pos-
sessing and disposing of a stolen
firearm; possession of a machine
gun; possession of psuedoephe-
drine with intent to manufacture
methamphetamine and aiding and

Getting ready
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Aaron Mead, Colby, thought about where to put items during
booth setup Sunday at the Thomas County Fair Grounds. He
and his other family members have the Mead Insurance booth
located in the commercial building.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press
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J.Hopkins

T. Carter

abetting.

Carter wasindicted on unlawful
possession of firearms; possession
of a machine gun; possession of
pseudoephredrine with intent to
manufacture methamphetamine;
manuf acturing and ai ding and abet-
ting.

Intheinitial arrest at about 10
p.m. on Sunday, March 26, Shull
said, thepolicegot areport of atheft
at Wal-Mart after observing aman
(wholater turned out tobeHopkins)
run from the store with a bag of
items.

Employees also told police they
saw theman, allegedto havestolen
itemsfrom the store, getinto ared
Pontiac Grand Am.

One of the store employees fol-
lowedthevehicleasitfledand used
hiscell phonetokeepintouchwith
the emergency dispatcher.

Intrying to catch Hopkinsinthe
initial arrest, Shull said, thecar fled

to the Oasis Travel Center area,
turned back and headed east onto |l -
70, crossed over and thenwent west
onl-70.

Both city and county law en-
forcement officers chased the
Pontiac, which got back off at the
Colby interchange.

“The car ran a police roadblock
that was set up at the bottom of the
exit ramp and headed south on
RangeAvenue.

The car fled at a high rate of
speed south on Range Avenue in-
cludingthespeedsintheresidential
areassouth of Webster Avenue,” he
said.

Asthe chase pursued, the police
lost sight of the car asthey reduced
their speed in the residential area.
However within seconds of Hop-
kinsabandoningthecarinanalley
near Webster and Chick, Hopkins
raninfront of oneof thepatrol cars.
He was captured in afenced back
yardintheimmediatearea. Aftera
struggle he was placed in a patrol
car.

Carter wascaught after aresident
told officers he saw afemale flee-
ing from the same alley.

“A search warrant was obtained
for the 2000 Pontiac Grand Am
which appeared to contain a meth
lab,” Shull said. “There were 68
boxes of various types of pills as

well as other items used in the
manufacture of meth.”

Thecar wasregisteredtoAngela
Cook and Jerome (J.D.) Kruse of
Oakley, but no chargeshavebefileo
against Cook and Kruse.

It was during the search that po-
lice found an M1 carbine fully au-
tomatic machine gun, along with
another firearmand suppressor (Si-
lencer) that al soappearedtobefully
automatic.

“Due to the seriousness of the
crimes (drugs for sale and auto-
matic weapons) the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency wascontacted,” Shull
said.

After booking Hopkins in the
Thomas County jail in March, he
originally told officersthat hisname
wasJason Davis. However, FBI fin-
gerprint records showed his real
namewasHopkinsand waswanted
intwo countiesin Colorado aswell
aswanted nationwide out of Sher-
man County Kansas.

Hopkins has been in custody in
both Thomas and Sherman Coun-
tiessincethisincident.

Federal agents picked up Hop-
kinsfrom the Sherman County jail
on Thursday and Carter was ar-
rested by Quad County Drug Task
force at her home in Goodland on
Friday. Botharebeingheldat aFed-
eral Detention Center in Wichita.

Grass fires cause problems for city

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

Grass fires kept the Colby Fire
Department onitstoesthe past two
weeks said Assistant Colby Fire
Chief Rick Dickman, includingtwo
over the weekend.

TheFriday firewasaquarter mile
south of the Nine Mile Corner on
Highway 83. Dickman said it
burned 10-15acresdowninasmall
draw.

Thecall cameinat 6:15p.m.

“We were there two hours,”
Dickman said, adding one engine
and two tanker trucks from Colby

and atanker from Gem were used
tofight thefire.

The department also responded
to acall for another fire at 12:58
p.m. Sunday.

Dickman said this smaller fire,
whichburned about fiveacres, was
two miles south and one east of
Mingo along the Union Pacific
Railroad.

Hesaid thosetwo fireswerejust
acouple of “numerous’ grassfire
callsthedepartment hasreceivedin
the past two weeks.

The cause of the two fires was
unknown but Dickman said recent

Thomas County fair parade

The 2005 Thomas County Free
Fair startsthisweek and one of its
signature eventswill bethe parade
on Saturday morning.

Entries are being taken now and
registration will be taken up until
beforetheparadestartson Saturday
at 10a.m., saidfair board secretary
Audrey Hines.

Thethemefor thisyear’sfair pa-
radeis“ Celebrating 100 years of
Kansas 4-H Ride High in 2005.”
The“RideHighin2005themewas
chosen by the Brewster Grade
School fifth grade class, which re-
ceived $250 from thefair board for
the school and the studentsin that
class were awarded rodeo tickets

dry conditions haven’t been very
helpful in preventing fires.

He said people can help avoic
fires by maintaining their vehicles
and not throwing anything out their
windowswhiletraveling, including
matches, cigar or cigarette buttsor
even trash, especially glass.
Dickman said sun shining through
broken glass can also causefires.

Other tipsinclude being careful
withopenburnsandkeepingaclose
eyeon barbecuegrills.

Hesaidkeepingareasmowed can
alsohelpby getting rid of weedsanc
other unnecessary vegetation.

entries sought

for having the winning theme cho-
senfromacontest earlier thisyear.

Parade registration begins at ©
a.m. Saturday under thepicnic shel-
ter on the north side of Fike Park,
Hinessaid.

Theparadeitself startsat 10a.m.
Moredetailswill appear inafuture
edition.
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