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County budget
will Increase
by $251,000

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

TheThomasCounty 2006 budget
has been ham- -
mered out. And 3
it'sgoingtocost
taxpayers about
$251,000 more
than last year.

County Clerk
Shelly Harms
said the 2006
budget is
$5,310,629.
Last year's was
$5,058,871.

Sheexplainedtheincreaseinthe
budget is due to expenses that
weren't therelast year.

Harms said a big portion of the
additional money is slated for the
election fund to buy voting equip-
ment required by theAmericanDis-
abilitiesAct.

However, the commissioners
hopeto spend only $25,000instead
of $120,000 becauseHarmsisseri-
ously considering consolidating
polling placesinthecounty intoone
location in Colby.

Other increases in the budget
come from the hiring of Jim Engel
asthecounty’ sfull-timeemergency
management director, which in-
cludes his salary and expenses for
the department, which are around
$26,000.

Other increases are from addi-
tional vaccineat the ThomasCoun-
ty Health Department, whichhadto
purchase meningitisvaccineand a
two percent raise for county em-
ployees, which is a $35,000 in-
creasein the budget.

The Thomas County commis-
sioners began working on their
2006 budget at their M onday meet-
ing.

Thebudget hastobepublished by
Friday and the commissionerswill

S. Harms

approve it at a meeting later this
month after a public hearing.

Brian Staats of Adams, Brown,
Beran and Ball presented acopy of
theaudit and apreliminary budget,
which hesaid washbasically acopy
of the 2005 budget rolled forward,
with only afew minor changes.

The budget Staats presented
didn’treflect any budget requestsor
raises and was only adjusted for
health insurance.

“Health insurance seemsto bea
big issue with municipalities,”
Staats said.

Chairman Ron Evans asked
Staats to include athree percent
raisefor county employeesandthe
effect it would have on the budget.
Inthe 2005 budget, employeesala-
riesmadeup $1.6 million of theto-
tal.

Theraisewould causea$53,000
increasein that area of the budget.

Evanssaid thebudget is* almost
identical” to last year’s budget, a
total of 35.527 millsas opposed to
35.523 millsin 2005.

Healso saidthecounty val uation
went up this year, $78,425,000
comparedto $76,846,263 | ast year,
adifference of morethan $1.5 mil-
lion.

Evans said next year, they will
probably start the process three
weeks earlier than usual in the be-
ginning July so the group has
enough time to get through every-
thing.

He said he and fellow commis-
sioners Ken Christiansen and Paul
Steel eappreciatedthehelpthey re-
ceived from Staats, the county
clerk’s and appraiser’s offices.
Evanssaidthey answered questions
and provided necessary informa-
tion to get the budget hammered
out.

“We'rereally happy withtheway
thingswent,” he said.

Treasure and Tessa Nye took a spin on the paratrooper Wednes-
day night at the Thomas County Free Fair. The carnival midway vendors. The carnival is open each night starting at 6:30 p.m.
was teeming with people riding the rides, playing carnivalgames and until 11 p.m., including Friday and Saturday.

and more. There is also putt putt golf, jumping castles and food
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Former professor saving lost language

LAWRENCE (AP) —Aformer
University of Kansas linguistics
professor said hehad noideawhen
he went to a watermelon feed in
Oklahomain 1974 that he would
find an important part of hislife's
work.

Robert Rankin went to the gath-
ering in Shidler, Okla., to meet
Maude McCauley Rowe, one of
threespeakersof theKansaor Kaw
Indians language still aive at that

time. Since that meeting, Rankin,
66, anow-retiredlinguisticsprofes-
sor, has spent 31 years document-
ing the language of the Kaw, who
were forced to move from Kansas
to Oklahomain the 1870s.

Rowe, theninher 70s, recited the
Lord sPrayer for Rankin, whotran-
scribed it using a special phonetic
alphabet.

“When we met the next after-
noon, | said | had some questions

about some of the words in the
Lord’sPrayer,” Rankin said.
Rowe believed her tribe's lan-
guage could not be written and
would disappear when she died.
Rankincompiled between50and
60 hoursof reel-to-reel taperecord-
ingsof Rowetranslatingwordsand
phrases, sharinglegendsandtelling
stories, beforeshediedin1978. He
made similar recordingswith Kaw
eldersWalter K ekahbah and Ralph

Pepper, the other two surviving
Kaw speakers. Pepper diedin1982,
Kekahbahin 1983.

All thetapes' contentsarenow on
55 compact discs.

Withaone-year, $40,000fell ow-
shipfromtheNational Endowment
for theHumanities, Rankiniswork-
ing to finish aKaw dictionary and
grammar manual. He has about
4,500 entriesinthedictionary, with
another 1,000-1,500 to include.

Colby School Board schedules public hearing for 2006 budget

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press
The Colby School District started work
onthe2006 budget at itsM onday meeting.
DeYoung said the proposed 2005-2006
budget would allow thedistrict to spend up
to $12,129, 462. The school board ap-
proved publishingthebudget andwill give
itfinal approval after apublichearingatits
Monday, Aug. 15 meeting.
The 2004-2005 budget authorized
spendingupto$11,148,545. DeYoungsaid

thedifferencebetweenthetwoisdeceptive
because of theway someof thefundsinthe
budget function.

“It's going to look like we're going to
spend alot more money,” DeYoung said.

Shesaidthat and $366,259 morein state
aidarethebiggest differencesinthisyear’s
budget.

DeYoung explained theway someof the
fundsareset upmakeitlook likethemoney
in them is spent twice, which inflates the
numbers.

For example, shesaidif themoney for at-
risk wastransferred fromthegeneral fund,
it would show up as spent twicewheniit's
only spent once.

Thedistrict’smill levyisalsogoingdown
t0 46.708 from 47.502 in 2004-2005.

More state aid is coming to the district
thisyear but becausethestategavedistricts
tax money at an accel erated rate thisyear,
more money will comefromthelocal tax-
payers. DeYoung said alittle more money
will come from local taxes, but doesn’t

know how much becauseit dependsonthe
final valuation.

Other preparations for the 2005-2006
school year are also under way. Theboard
took atour of the boys lockerroom at the
Intermediate Building to look at pipe that
needsreplaced.

Superintendent Kirk Nielsen said the
district’scustodial crew could dothework
when they have time. He said doing the
work in-house would save money.

In other business, the board approved:

« The handbook for Thomas County
Academy, thedistrict’snew charter school
that opensthisfall.

* Supplemental contract for T.J. Scholz,
Colby Middle School seventh gradeassis-
tant football coach.

* The resignations of bus driver Cindy
Black and paraprofessional Victorie
Zweygardt.

The board went into executive session
twice to discuss teacher negotiations. NG
action wastaken.

Free food

Thomas County Fair Board member Nancy Rundel and others helped served up grub atthe free
barbecue during the fair Wednesday. Several hundred people turned out for a dinner of barbe-
cued beef sandwiches, pickles, potato chips, tea and watermelon.
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Cloned dog latest milestone
for South Korea’s stem cell pioneer

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
The “Pride of Korea” has struck
again.

Pioneer South Korean stem cell
researcher Hwang Woo-suk and his
research colleagues have suc-
ceeded in cloning a dog, a global
first that extends the remarkable
string of |aboratory successeshy the
Seoul National University profes-
sor.

L ast year, Hwang' steam created
theworld' sfirst cloned human em-
bryos.

They followed that in May by
creating the first embryonic stem
cellsthat genetically matchinjured
or sick patients.

Now, they’ve come up with
Snuppy, an Afghan hound, now 14
weeks old, that Hwang's research
colleague, Gerald Schatten of the
University of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine, called* afrisky, healthy,
normal, rambunctious puppy.”

Thegoal of Hwang and histeam,
who reported their achievement
Wednesday in the journal Nature,
isn’t to reproduce |ovable pooches
but to find waysto eventually help
treat human diseases by creating a
reliable research model.

Monkeysaretheclosest model to
humans and they are crucial to
medical research, but Hwang told
reportersWednesday that cloninga
monkey “istechnically impossible
at the moment.”

“Dogsshare physiological char-
acteristics with humans,” Hwang,
cladinhistrademark whitelab coat,
told reportersin Seoul. “A lot of
diseases that occur in dogs can be
directly transferred to humans.”

Embryonic stem cells are the
source of all tissue. Researchers
believethey can be coaxedto grow
into heart, brain or nerve cellsthat
could be used to renew ailing or-
gans.

Hwang’ spreviousachievements
grabbed worldwide headlines and
instantly made the 53-year-old a
national hero in education-mad
South Korea, which consistently
scoresinthetoptier of world math
and science surveys.

The cloning news was reported
on the front pages of most major
South Korean dailies Thursday.

“It's a matter of great national
pridethat such aperson camefrom
our country,” Ro Suk-rae, a mer-
chant in downtown Seoul, said of

Hwang. “All Korean people are
waiting for the final results of his
research ... to be applied to cure
humans.”

The name of the cloned puppy,
thelonesuccessfrommorethan 100
dogs implanted with more than
1,000 cloned embryos, highlights
the importance of Hwang's re-
search base. Snuppy is shorthanc
for “Seoul National University
puppy.”

Seoul National is South Korea's
topschool. Admissionisconsi dereg
a sure ticket to the corridors of
power and influence here.

“Theability tousetheunderlying
technol ogy in devel oping research
modelsand eventually therapiesis
incredibly promising,” said Robert
Schenken, president of the Ameri-
can Soci ety for ReproductiveMedi-
cine.

“However, the paper also points
out that in dogs asin most species,
cloning for reproductive purposes
isunsafe.”

Other animal sthat havebeen suc-
cessfully cloned are sheep, cats,
goats, cows, mice, pigs, rabbits,
horses, deer, mulesand gaur, alarge
wild ox in Southeast Asia.
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