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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

REMEMBER, LUCKY EPDIE—YOURRE WEARING
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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HERE'S MY ESTIMATE —
ON THE FLOWERS FOR YOUR

ANNIVERSARY PAQ:)-/

Syndicate, Inc. World Rights r

© 2005 by King Features
www.Blondie.com

8-8

YEOOOW! THAT'S
z| THIS FIGURE POSSIBLE. ..
g CAN'T BE LET ME TAKE
2 RIGHT! ANOTHER
LOOK AT IT... 4
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YOU'RE RIGHT!

THANKS! | FORGOT THE
18% SURCHARGE TO
COVER MY GRATUITY
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

Student still datesguy mom didikes

DEARABBY: | ama22-year-old
college student and have been dat-
ing“ Cody” for sixyears. Four years
ago, my mother decided shedidn’t
likehim. Shetold metoeither dump
him or to forget about going to col-
lege.

Notwantingtogiveupeither one,
| begantosecretly dateCody. I’ | be
graduating in one more year, and |
know that Cody will ask metomarry
him. Should | wait another year —
until I'mout of college—totell my
mother so she can’'t keep me from
obtaining my degree? Or should |
tell her thetruth now, soitwon't be
such abig shock that I’ m engaged?
| can’t just be engaged to aguy |
supposedly haven’t seeninyears.

— UNDECIDED IN TEXAS

DEAR UNDECIDED: You are
an adult. Please start acting like
one, and inquire at your college
about alternative financing for
your last year of college. You may
qualify for somekind of scholar-
ship, or you may need totakeout
astudent loanand get apart-time
job so you won’t be dependent
upon your mother to complete
your education.

If you are mature enough to
become engaged, you should be
strong enough to level with your
mother.

Shemay not beasdumb asyou
think sheis, but don’t expect her
tobethrilled tolearnthat shehas
been lied to. On a more positive
note, you and your fiance will
have finally cleared the air and
asserted your independence as
adults, and that’sa step in the
right direction.

DEAR ABBY: Some neighbors
askedmeto carefor their petswhile
they vacationedin Europefor three
weeks. Theboy acrossthestreet was
to do the first four days, but | was
asked to do the bulk of thework.

Although | was assured that all |

Bridge

East dealer.

Abigail
Van Buren

had to do was empty the litter box
and feed the cats, | found an exten-
sivelist of choresinmy mailbox the
next morning. One cat has cancer;
the other two also needed medica-
tion. The meds were complicated
and had to be administered twicea
day. Thecatsvomited profusely sev-
eral times, and went tothebathroom
every place except the litter box. |
cleaned up after them, administered
all the medications, and even con-
sulted the vet at one point.

When my neighbors returned,
they paid the boy $30 for the four
daysheworked and didn’t offer me
onenickel. Worse, they paidhimin
front of me! | badly needed the
money, butevenif | didn’t,don’tyou
think they should have offered me
something? I’ m furious and am
tempted totell them off, but | don’t
want to sink to their level. What
should | do?

— POOPER SCOOPER
QUEEN IN NEW ORLEANS

QUEEN: Bideyour time. They
will ask you again.And whenthey
do, stateclearly that you want to
be compensated monetarily —
and how much you expect to be
paid.

DEAR ABBY: Every time we
visit my in-laws, they feed my wife
food that's laced with peppers.
Abby, my wife gets sick when she
eats peppers, and | gently remind
them during the cooking process
about this. Yet thelittle suckerstill
appear in everything that's offered
to her.

Short of stealingall thepeppersin
the house before a meal is made,

e Dear Abby

what elsecan | do?
— UPSET IN HOUSTON
DEARUPSET: M akesureyour
wifeiswell-fed before she visits
thein-laws. And keep a stash of
fruit and energy barsinthecar if
thevisitisgoingtolast morethan
threehours.

DEAR ABBY: Can you please
definea” potluck” dinner?I thought
it was a smorgashord-type meal to
which everyone contributed, and
guests consumed whatever was
brought. L ately, however, many
hostscarefully planthepotluck with
assigneddishes. | think that takesthe
funout of it.

— ELIZABETH IN MAN-
CHESTER, CONN.

ELIZABETH: My Webster's
Collegiate Dictionary (10th Edi-
tion) defines “ potluck” as“the
regular meal availableto a guest
for whom nospecial preparations
have been made,” or as*“a com-
munal meal towhich peoplebring
foodtoshare.” Andyou'reright;
they can befun — aslong asthe
participantsdon’t all bring the
samething. Thehostsmay betry-
ingtoensurethat theguestsenjoy
a balanced meal, with a certain
number of appetizers, salads, en-
treesand dessertsto choosefrom
— and that seems like sensible
planningtome.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
Dear Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440,
LosAngeles, Calif. 90069.
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dinarily afast player, Chagastook three min-
utes before making hischoice.

Thereis no doubt that his time was well-
spent, since he came to exactly the right con-
clusion. The opening lead he sel ected wasthe
ace of hearts!

Chagas' partner, Pedro Paolo Assumpcao,
signaled for acontinuation by playingthesix.
So Chagasplayedthequeen and another heart,
and the Venezuelan declarer lost thefirst five
tricksfor down one.

And that’s how Brazil won the 1978 South
American bridge championship.

Tomorrow: Aninexpensive safety play.
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: HE WAS DESTINED TO

BECOME A CATTLE RANCHER. HIS OWN

MOTHER HAD NAMED HIM BRANDON IRONS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals [
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