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Thursday night was Mark
Schultz night in Colby.
Period.
The Colby High School grad,
arenowned Christian adult con-
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Jim Kitch of Quinter danced
with his daughter Rebekah
during the concert.

temporary music artist, played his
firsthomeconcert everinthe Com-
munity Building.

Hewasonstagenearly twohours
in front of a sell-out crowd, per-
forming a high-energy show that
washighonaudienceparticipation.

He'searned six No. 1 hitsduring
his career so far but nothing could
compareto thethrill of playing for
family, friends and others he grew
up with in the town he still calls
home.

“Itwasfantastic,” Schultzsaid.“|
knew it would be exciting.”

Hesaid hedidn’t know it would
get so emotional at the end, where
everyone was on their feet. The
crowd also got him to come back
out for an encore after leaving the
stage.

The show started with no lights
onin the building but Schultz told
his crew to turnthelightson so he
could see the faces of everyonein
the crowd.

Beforetheconcert, excerptsfrom
his new DV D were shown, high-
lighting the places and faces he
grew up with.

After the show, Schultz signed
autographs, posed for picturesand
spent alittle time with everyone
waiting inlineto meet him.

Between songs, hetalked alittle
about growing up in the commu-
nity, some of his experiencesin
Nashville before landing arecord-
ing contract and of course, his
songs.

Hewas" overwhelmed” somany
people came to the concert, which
madefor afun evening for him.

SCHULTZ

The crowd goes wild
as Colby grad performs

Audience participation added to
thelively show.

He enjoyed thefact people have
heard hissongsontheradioenough
to sing along. Schultz had people
laughing, clapping and in afew
cases, even dancing.

At one point he even jumped off
thestagetogo say helloandhughis
first grade teacher Lenora Haney.
Hesaid shelivesin Ulyssesat are-
tirement center.

Almost 90, she talked the staff
intobringing her andagroup upfor
the concert.

“It was so great to see her out
there,” Schultz said.

“That wasreally alot of funfor
me.”

His parents, Ronnie and Gary
Schultzwereherefrom KansasCity
aong with other family members.

Schultz saidit was“ fantastic” to
have them herefor the show inthe
townwhere he grew up.

Hesaidhisfamily usually comes
to several shows ayear, including
the Kansas State Fair in Hutch-
inson, wherehe'sperformedtwice.

Schultz will be staying in town
for the All-School Reunion this
weekend, alittle downtime before
resuming hisconcert schedulenext
week with five showsin five days.

Schultzisona32-city tourtopro-
mote his new DV D and upcoming
album.

Ronnie Schultz said being in
Colby for her son’s first show at
home was an unbelievable experi-
ence.

“It'sadream,” shesaid.

“Wedidn’tknow thiswould ever

Mark Schultz, a 1989 graduate of Colby High School, now a Christian adult contemporary artist,
performed hisfirst concertin front of his hometown crowd Thursday at the Colby Community Build-

ing. Schultz sang in front of a full house.

happen.” Shesaidthey’ re proud of
their son.

They lived 24 yearsin Colby and
Schultzwas2-years-old whenthey
moved here.

Ronnie said they go to a couple
of hisconcerts each year and were
inTopekaWednesday. That concert
wasthefirstin hislatest tour.

“He did a good job,” she said.
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“We'reproud.”
Schultzalsothanked Rich Epp
and hiswife Judy and everyone
€lse who hel ped make the con-
cert amemorable experience.

Colby College trustees schedule public hearing Monday

By Patty Decker

Free Press Editor

A publichearing for the 2005-06
Colby Community Collegebudget
isscheduledfor Monday duringthe
regular trustees’ meeting at 5 p.m.
intheboard room of theadministra-

tion building.

Thesame 31.58 mill levy aslast
year or $2,476,734 will give the
college $50,073 more than last
year's levied tax of $2,426,661.
Thereasonforthedlightincreasein
money, said DanErbert, dean of fis-

cal affairs, isbased onthecounty’s
valuation being higher this year
from $76,846,263 to $78,425,933.

The projected budget total toin-
cludelocal levy, state funding and
other revenue sources, he said, is
about $8.5 million with expendi-
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Colby Fire Department firefighters Wayne Plumisto (left) and Brian Quaglianao put water on a tire

that caught fire Wednesday.

Boom sprayer hits county power line

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
AtirefireonWednesday drew the
Colby Fire Department, Rural Fire
District 3, ThomasCounty Sheriff’s
Office, Colby Police Department
and Midwest Energy to the scene.
Sheriff Mike Baughn said they
got acall at 2:30 p.m. about a
Rogator boom sprayer, driven by

John Friesen, a farmer, hitting a
Midwest Energy power line, ulti-
mately resulting in atirefire. The
incident took placeon County Road
Q east of Country Club Drive.
Baughnsaid Friesenwasturning
in the roadway when one of the
sprayer’shoomstouchedthepower
line. Thesprayer thenwentintothe
south ditch and the right front tire

caught on fire.

He said no one was injured and
the sheriff's office was involved
becausetheincident took placeout
inthe county.

Colby Fire Department assistant
chief Rick Dickman said therewas
only minimal damageto the power
line, whichwill berepaired by Mid-
west Energy.

tures about the same.

Carryover cash from last year's
budget was about $1,165 million,
hesaid.

Other items on the agenda in-
cludeaKansasStateUniversity and
Colby Community College agree-

ment; approval of contracts and
agreements; and payment of claims.
The board will also go into an
executive session for non-elected
personnel.
Another itemontheagendanoted
there will be a public statement

made, but no further details were
available.

All meetingsareopentothepub-
lic and trustees encourage atten-
danceat the public hearing prior tc
approval of the budget. For an
agenda, call 462-3984.

County budget meeting set

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

A publichearing onthe 2006 bud-
getwill start off Monday’sThomas
County commissioners meeting at
9 a.m. at the courthouse.

The commissioners worked on
the budget at their Aug. 1 meeting,
coming up with a preliminary fig-
ure of $5,310,629, an increase of
$251,000 over the 2005 budget of
$5,085,871.

At that meeting, County Clerk
Shelly Harms said the increasesin
the budget are from additional
money for the voting fund to buy
equipment, hiring afull timeemer-
gency management director and a
two percent raise next year for
county employees.

The possibility of consolidating
voting placesintooneinthecounty
alsocameupat theAug. 1 meeting.

Others on the agenda Monday

include Brian Staats of Adams,
Brown, Beran and Ball with the
2004 audit and aspecial landfill re-
port; approval of the first half of
August accountspayable; approval
of the Aug. 8 minutes; Kansas De-
partment of Transportation five-
year construction program; and
Northwest K ansas Solid WasteAu-
thority regional plan update.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic.

Death toll among part-time troops
In Iraq soared during early August

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
National Guard and Reserve suf-
fered more combat deathsin Irag
during thefirst 10 days of August
— at least 32, according to a Pen-
tagon count — than in any full
month of the entirewar.

Morebroadly, Pentagon casualty
reports show that the number of
deaths among Guard and Reserve
forces has been trending upward
much of this year, totaling more
than100sinceMay 1. Thatranksas
the deadliest stretch of thewar for
the Guard and Reserve, whose
membersperformboth combat and
support missions.

Thereislittleevidencetosuggest
that part-timetroopsarebeing spe-
cifically targeted by theinsurgents,
sincetheGuard and Reservetroops
are mostly indistinguishable from
— and interchangeable with —

regular active-duty troops.

The42ndInfantry Divisionof the
New York Army National Guardis
commanding a combat force in
north-central Iragthat includestwo
brigades from the active-duty 3rd
Infantry Division, and a brigade
from the Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard is operating with the
Marine Corps.

ThePentagonrejectsany sugges-
tion the Guard and Reserve are
morevul nerableincombat because
they are part-timers.

“We will not deploy a soldier,
sailor, airman or Marinewhoisnot
fully trained and prepared for the
mission,” said Air Force Lt. Col.
Ellen Krenke, a Pentagon spokes-
woman.

“Combat operations are inher-
ently dangerousand despitethebest
training and thebest equipment, we

will unfortunately have service
members killed and wounded in
action.”

Some seeit differently. Michael
O'Hanlon, amilitary analyst with
the Brookings Institution think
tank, said Thursday that while the
performanceof reservistshasbeen
generally excellent, someareshort-
changed on training prior to arriv-
inginlrag.

“If wereally believethat military
personnel need monthsof intensive
training beforebeingat their best —
aslogicsuggestsand other evidence
would seemtoprove—itishardto
believe that most reservistsin Irag
arereally as strong as active-duty
troops, especially when they first
arrivein country,” O'Hanlon said.

The32 combat deathsinthefirst
10daysof August areinadditionto
onedeath classified asnon-combat.
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