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Reunion draws
hundreds back
to school event

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Eagle spirit was flying high this
weekend with the ninth annual
Colby All-School Reunion.

Sharon Bieker, one of the orga-
nizers, said morethan 1,100 people
wereregisteredfor thereunion, but
there were many more peopl e than
that in town, considering many
brought their spousesandfamilies.

She said attendance was good
andthereunioncommitteereceived
many complements about the re-
union and barbecue.

“We thought it was a success,”
Bieker said. “ Theweather wasper-
fect.”

Thoughthenextreunionisn’tfor
five years, she said the committee
will meetinafew weekstogoover
what went well and start thinking
about ideas for the next event
planned for 2010.

Oneof thebiggest eventsoverthe
weekendwasageneral assembly at
the Colby Community Building on
Saturday.

Charley Wasson of the Colby
High School class of 1989 wasthe
master of ceremonies.

He also did Colby trivia with
Elvisthe Eagle.

Healsoread atopfivelistof “ You

Know You' reFrom Colby When...”

Veteranswererecognized, along
with Colby gradswho stayedinthe
community.

Ron Evanstal ked about theDen-
nenFieldprojecttoimprovethesta-
dium at thefield.

Tracy Rogersof thealumni asso-
ciation thanked al of the commit-
tee memberswho helped makethe
reunion possible and worked to
makeit happen.

They included Bieker, Meredith
Molstad, Sue Taylor, Bernice
Skiles, Joey and Jill Nickols, Jackie
Helus, Lon Frahm, Sue Evans,
AmandaWahlmeier, Wynn Duffey,
Amy Jennings, Denise Schief-
ereckeand AlanaTubbs.

“These people are the oneswho
did all thework,” Rogerssaid.

New officers were also elected,
including Wahlmeier, president;
Jada Tubbs, vice president; Joey
Nickols, secretary and Duffey, sec-
retary.

Rogersal so presented the* Spirit
of theEagle” awardto Ruthand Ray
Kersenbrock, for their dedication
and support of Colby High School
athletics.

.
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Theassembly wasfollowedbya More than 2,000 people attended the ninth annual Colby High Skies,” along with the Eagle Feather Choir Saturday at the Colby
School All-School Reunion. During the general assembly (above) Community Building. The assembly was followed by a barbecue
alumniand visitors were on their feet singing the school song, “Blue  at Fike Park and a basketball game.

barbecueat Fike Park and abasket-
ball game.

Rape trial remains ‘up in the air’ as to when it will happen

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Thetria of alocal rape case dat-
ing back to 1993 isup inthe air as
towhen it will take place.

“1 don’t know anything about the
case,” Thomas County Attorney
AndreaWyrick said Friday

The case in question involves
DouglasS. Belt, 44, alsoreferredto
astheInterstate 70 rapist.

Belt was convicted last year for
the murder, decapitation and muti-
lation of internal female organs of
Lucille Gallegos, 43, of Wichita.
Evidence collected at the murder
sceneconnected Belttosevenrapes
acrossthe state.

The Colby rape dates back to
March 1993, when a 20-year-old
womanwasraped at the Sunflower
apartment complex on South
Franklin Avenue.

Authorities in Thomas, Saline,
M cPhersonand Reno Countiescol -
lected DNA samplesat thetimesev-
eral sexual assaults occurred be-
tween 1989 and 1994, and it was
those sampleswhichlinked Belt to
the rapes.

When Belt was charged with

murder last year, the rape cases
were on filein those four counties
asthe State of Kansas versus John
Doe.

After Belt was connected to the
onerapeinThomasCounty, another
inReno County, tworapesinSaline
County and three rapesin Mc-
Pherson County, the cases were
refiled substituting his name for
John Doe. The first rape cases
headed to court in Reno County on
Thursday with apreliminary hear-
ing. Friday afternoon. Wyrick said
she had learned her predecessor,
AllenTaylor, failedto consult with
her about the case before leaving
office.

Shesaid shewouldbecontacting
theAttorney General’sofficetode-
terminethe status of the case.

Whyrick said after learning about
theThomas County rapecasefrom
members of the media, her initial
review of the casewhichisfiledin
the local clerk of the district court
office has documentation indicat-
ing that John Bork of the Attorney
General’s Office would be pros-
ecuting the case.

Jan Lundsford, public informa-

Donors raise money
for BTK relatives

WICHITA,Kan. (AP)—Donors
will help pay for relatives of the
BTK serid killer’svictimstoattend
hissentencing, but organizersof the
fund worry they might not have
enough to cover al the expenses.

“We' vehad pretty good success,
but it's going to go real fast,” said
Kelli Cochran, anarchitectural firm
worker whostartedthefundinearly
July.

“We're running out of time.”

Sofar, Cochransaid, donorshave
raised about $4,000 for travel and
lodging expenses and several res-
taurants have offered discounted
meal s—for which other businesses
have offered to pay.

Thesentencing hearing for Den-
nis Rader, aformer code enforce-
ment officer from the Wichitasub-
urbof Park City, isscheduledtostart
Wednesday in Sedgwick County
District Court.

The process is expected to last
threedays.

Rader pleaded guilty in June to
killing 10 people in and around
Wichitafrom 1974 to 1991.

His nickname, which he gave
himself, standsfor “Bind, Torture,
Kill.”

Atleast 10relativesof thevictims
areexpectedtotravel toWichitafor
the sentencing.

If there is any money left over
fromthefund, itwill beevenly dis-
tributed among those family mem-
bersto help offset lost income.

Cochran, a former police em-
ployee who has lived in Wichita
since she was 13, said she estab-
lishedthefund becausesherecalled
thefear BTK struck into the city’s
residents— especially women.

She said several donorshavein-
cluded notesof support forrelatives
of Rader’svictims.

However, District Attorney Nola
Foulston’s office has asked her to
hold those letters until after heis
sentenced.

tion officer for the Attorney Ge-
neral’soffice, saidalthoughBorkiis
listed asprosecutor, it'snot certain
which attorney will prosecute the
case.

Since the death penalty was re-
instated in Kansas in 1994, seven
men havereceived death sentences
for capital murder cases.

Besides Belt's case, there are
three other death penalty cases
pending in Bourbon, Montgomery
and Wyandotte Counties.

Thedeath penalty convictionsin
these three cases are in question
sincethe Kansas SupremeCourt is
looking at the constitutionality of
the sentencing procedure.

Kansas Death Penalty History:

1859: KansasTerritorial Legisla-
ture passed a death penalty law.
Hanging wasthe method of execu-
tion.

1907: Gov. Hoch signed aboli-
tion legislation.

1931: Gov. Woodring vetoed re-
instatement legislation.

1935: Gov. Landon signed rein-
statement legislation.

1972: Furman decision ended
Kansas death penalty.

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Thomas County rape case
was long in the making because
of amistakeby KansasBureau of
Investigation officials.

A 2002 changein statelaw re-
quired Douglas S. Belt, 44, on
probation at the time for a 1999
Reno County burglary, to submit
asampleof hisDNA tothestate.
That sample sat unanalyzedin a
Kansas Bureau of Investigation
lab since Jan. 17, 2002.

But 16-months after it was
filed. Belt was connected to a
Thomas County rape, another in
another in Reno County, two
rapesin Saline County and three
rapesin McPherson County.

Belt, chargedwithrapinga20-

KBl makes mistake in case

year-old Colby woman at an apart-
ment complex in March 1993, was
ontrial in Sedgwick County andhad
pleaded no contest toarobbery that
took placein November 2002. Evi-
dencefromthe murder caselinked
Belt to the rapes, but a 16-month
delay wascreated by mistakeniden-
tity.

Welch said a blood sample col-
lected during arape investigation
more than 12 years ago had been
mistakenly identified ashavingbe-
longedtoBelt, drawing rapeinves-
tigations away from his true iden-
tity.

“The tragic result of thissimple
mistakeisthat theinvestigationin
anumber of rapecasesmoved away
from Mr. Belt. The review has
shown that this was simply a case

of human error.

Eventhebest peoplearen’t per-
fect,” Welch said at thetime. He
saiditwasalsotragic Belthad not
been identified earlier, leaving
him on the streets to commit
Gallegos murder.

Belt's DNA sample collected
at Wichita crime scenes linked
himtotherapesinthefour coun-
ties, includingtheonein Thomas
County. Reno County’s case
against Belt started on Thursday,
and motionsin the case in Mc-
Pherson County are due to be
filed by Oct. 4.

A spokesman from the Saline
County Attorney officeon Friday
said no information about the
Saline County case was avail-
able.

1979: Gov. Carlin vetoed rein-
statement legislation.

1994: Gov. Finney allowed are-
instatement bill to become law

Reminiscing

Mary Jo Boye and Sharon Steele, both ofthe Colby High School
class of 1953 talked to other alumni Friday at Colby Country
Club. Steele also had a party at her home for alumni.
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without her signature.
July 1, 1994 to Jan. 1, 2004:
Over 80 potential capital cases
Over 50 capital casesin18coun-

ties15Capital trials, 7menreceiveo
death sentence, 8 men received
prison terms. - Source: 2004 Kan-
sas Death Penalty Guide

Colby City Council
to consider building

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

TheColby City Council will con-
sider approving a cold storage
buildingwhenit meetsat 7:30p.m.,
Tuesday, in council chambers for
theregular meeting.

Two bids were received on the
proposed publicworksbuildingand
will be discussed at the meeting,
said CarolynArmstrong, city man-
ager.
Inadditiontothebid, thecouncil
will bereviewingandtalking about
a propsed heavy commercial dis-
trict zoning regulation.

Armstrong said the planning

commission has been working on
thisfor many monthsto creat anew
commercial district that would al-
[ow minimal amounts of manufac-
turing and finishing in a commer-
cial zonerather thanjustinthelight
industrial zone.

Thecouncil couldadditsinputto
what the commission has devel-
opedforthat heavy commercia dis-
trict.

For a copy of the agenda or
guestions,stop by city hall, 585 N.
Franklin Ave. or call 460-4410.

All meetingsareopentothepub-
lic and everyone is encouraged to
attend.

Alumni photo album
see page S
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