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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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THE WORLD’S MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PODIATRIST

Children’shedthcareanecessity

DEAR ABBY: Asapracticing
physician, a mother, and CEO of
the nation’slargest health founda-
tion, the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, | caredeeply about the
45 million Americans who lack
health insurance— especially the
8.4 million uninsured children.

These kids often do not receive
needed medical care for sore
throats, earaches and asthma.
However, many of them are eli-
gible for programs that provide
low-cost or freehealth-carecover-
age, evenif their parentswork and
earn only modest incomes. These
programs exist in every state and
the District of Columbia through
Medicaid and the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Eligi-
bility varies by state, but families
of four earning upto $38,000ayear
or moremay qualify. Theprograms
cover doctor visits, hospitaliza-
tions, prescriptionsand more.

Making sure our children have
health-care coverageisan invest-
mentintheir heathy futureaswell
asour nation’s. Thank you, Abby,
for helping America’s kids by
printing this.

— RISALAVIZZO-MOU-

REY,M.D., PRESIDENT AND

CEO

DEARDR.LAVIZZO-MOQU-
REY: Thank you for theimpor-
tant heads-up. That acountry as
rich and power ful asthe United
States does not have a compre-
hensivenational health program
protectingall of our childrenisa
national embarrassment.

Readers, the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation sponsorsa
program nationwidecalled“ Co-
vering Kidsand Families,” and
encour ages parents of nonin-
sured children to call (toll-free)
877-543-7669(877-KIDS-NOW)
to find out if your children are
eigible.

The need is great, so please

Abigail
Van Buren

® Dear
Abby

don’t wait to placethat call.

DEARABBY: | am engaged to
be married. The problem is that
“Todd” and | comefrom different
religions. I'maCatholic and heis
aBaptist.

Todd refuses to even consider
beingmarriedinaCatholicchurch
and, becausehewon't, | won't get
married in his. | really want a
church wedding, and my mother
doesn’'t want me to be married in
any other church. (I don't attend
church onaregular basis.)

— CONFUSED

DEARCONFUSED: That de-
pendsuponwhat you consider a
“perfect wedding.” If itinvolves
being married in a Catholic
church, you will have to break
thisengagement and find anice
Catholic boy. If it’s marrying
Todd, you will prabably haveto
changerédligions.

Becausethisisasubject about
which neither of you seemswill-
ing to compromise, | strongly
recommend that the two of you
get premarital counsdling. It ap-
pear stherearemany important
subjectsyou need to discuss —
including in which religion you
plantoraiseyour children.

DEARABBY: My wifeand |
rent ahousefrom her mother. | run
ahome-based businessand useour
bedroom as an office. On several
occasions | have returned to the
house and found my business
documentsrearranged.

| suspected someonewas going
through the house in our absence,

so| set upmy camcorder and | eft it
running one afternoon. When |
came home later, | played it back
and saw | had caught “ ontape’ my
mother-in-law going through our
personal belongings and my pri-
vate papers.

I'mafraidif weconfront her she
might evict us.

— DISAPPOINTED

DEAR DISAPPOINTED: Do
not confront her. Install a dead-
bolt lock onyour bedroom/office
door and keep it locked when-
ever you'reaway fromthehouse.
And as soon as you can save
enough to rent or buy another
place, get theheck out of there.

DEARABBY: Most of your re-
sponses | agree with, but the one
you gaveto “Hurt and Offended,”
whowaswith her fianceinarestau-
rantwhenamansheworkswithap-
proached and asked, “What' syour
bra size?” was somewhat “off.”
Youtold her toreport it at work.

Abby, it happened in a public
place— not at work.

| agree, the question was rude
andout of line. (Maybetheguy ise
jerk and thought he was being
funny.)

Butit can’t besexual harassment
if it happened outside the work-
place. Rather than report him, |
think she should drop it unless it
happensagain.

— JAMESS. IN WISCONSIN

DEAR JAMESS:.: You didn't
read the woman’s letter closely
enough. I nthesecond par agraph
shewent on to say, “| have seen
these men every day and had
work-related discussions with
them.

Two of them havemader efer -
encetotheincident, but neither
hasapologized.” By referringto
theincident at work, the men
HAVE"“broughtitintothework-
place.”

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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Both sides vulnerable.
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“Jeffy’s eating his fast food too slow.”

Opening lead — five of spades.

FamousHand

Thisdeal occurredinthequarterfinal match
between Italy andthe United Statesat the2004
World Team Championshipinistanbul lastfall.
Theltaliansdefeated their long-timerivalsby
the slender margin of 12 IMPsin the 80-deal
clash, and then went on to win the world title
by downing the Netherlandsinthefinal. Rus-
siafinished third, and Chinafourth.

Theltaly-U.S. confrontationwasan up-and-
downaffair, withthelead changinghandsmany
timesover thefive 16-board segments.

Today’s deal helped put the Americansinto
thelead at the end of the second set.

The bidding shown took place when Nor-
berto Bocchi and Giorgio DuboinwereNorth-

Southfor Italy.

Duboin ruffed the opening spade lead and
had to decide how to broach the trump suit.

West's four-spade bid indicated a distribu-
tional hand with few high cards, so it would
seem that declarer would do best by leading a
low diamond fromhishandto seewhether West

had a singleton honor.

Inthe actual case, thiswould haveresolved

theissueimmediately.

If an honor did not appear, declarer would
play theking, andif it lost tothe ace, hewould
have to decide whether to finesse East for the
jack when the suit was next led from dummy.

Instead, Duboin crossed to dummy with a
clubattricktwoandledadiamondtothequeen. [z s
When thislost to the singleton ace, he had to

godownone.

At the other table, where Bobby Levin and
Steve Weinstein of the U.S. held the North-
South cards, they also reached six diamonds

and got aspadelead.

Here, too, theltalian West had | eapedto four

spadesat hisfirst turn.

Weinstein considered hisfirst play in the
trumpsuitvery carefully andfoundthewinning
line by leading low from hishand at trick two.

The appearance of West’sacegavethe U.S.

al1l6-IMP pickuponthedeal.

Tomorrow: Therationale of good defense.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Crossword
ACROSS 41 Worn DOWN 19 Shade
1 “Rumble down 1 Dogfight provider
in the 43 Chart partici- 21 Moo —
Jungle” format pants gai pan
contender 44 Incursion 2 Missis- 23 “The
4 Hatch- 46 Song sippi Practice”
back, e.g. of senator practice
7 Leave at praise 3 Grooving 25 Ask for ID
the altar 50 Sherlock on 26 “Let Us
11 Pt. of trademark 4 Stocky Now
speech 53 Lepre- horse Praise
13 “So that’s chauns’ 5 “Hi, sailor” Famous
it, eh?” dance 6 Automa- Men” writer
14 Hexagonal 55 Neighbor- ton 27 Informa-
state hood 7 Speaker tion
15 Comment 56 Acknowl- of 28 Bona
to Brutus edge 15-Across follower
16 Go up 57 Eggs 8 Judge 29 Smell
and down 58 Michelle Lance 30 Nevada
17 Capital of Kwan’s 9 Felon’s city
Togo arena flight 31 Siesta
18 Pilfered 59 Coloring 10 Article in 35 Shirill bark
20 Boo-Boo’s agents News- 38 Verily
mentor 60 Bottom week? 40 Rend
22 Under the line 12 “Victor/ 42 Mustard
weather 61 Citric Victoria” variety
24 Froot cooler star 45 Jackknife,
Loops for one
spokes- Solution time: 24 mins. 47 Met
bird | AAEEE DOEBEE | melody
28 1-Across’ [DIEIMIUIRIE R AINICIHIOIR] 48 Give tem-
opponent ’;‘ "Lj' CT’ il Q = i (,3 A 8 f = porarily
32 K_ansas MRE ) clelo] 49 Put
river MIEIR [A] ElCY together
33 Notion #: :_ 50 Cushion
34 Method VIA[M LIE|S| 51 Trellis
36 Staff g (T) g ’CI g g twiner
37 Marie’s RN ofutwl 32 “The
brother Alclc MEE Raven”
39 Proces- |E[A Al poet
sions s 54 Roscoe
8 |9 |10




