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About those gas prices

Tothe Colby Free Press:

| think itistimefor thegasolineretailersherein Colby
toexplainwhy they fedl it necessary togougetheir friends,
neighborsand customers!

Asof Friday, Aug 19, the average pricefor agallon of
gasin Goodland was $2.56, whilein Colby it was $2.69,
adifferenceof 13 centsper gallon. Addintheextra3- to
5-centsagallon for the extratransportation costs to get
thegasto Goodland, our retailersarechargingus16to 18
centsmorefor every gallonwebuy! | will addthat it’sbeen
thisway all summer.

I think weall know thereisreally noreasonfor gasto
beashighasitis. And at thistime the mgjor oil compa-
nies are making windfall profits!

It'snot asurprisethat theoil companiesaretryingtotake
advantageof us, butitisalarmingwhenit happensinyour
own hometown!

Sincerely,

CharlesCook
Cook Trucking
Colby

(L etter #65)

Letter policy

The Free Press encourages and welcomes |l ettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. These
are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you
want your address and tel ephone number to appear with
your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your
letter, or include anotewith your letter. Most importantly,
al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot
be published. Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and
length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject letters
deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your |etter to appear in print within
24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow
readersto become engaged in public debate on topicsthey
deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith
thefamily of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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FORGET DOGS AND SHEEp.
LET’s CLONE SOMETHING

WE CAN REALLY USE!
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With the fair and the Colby All-School Re-
union, | spent two weeks constantly onthego. |
hardly had time to notice the gas prices until |
finally had to go fuel up.

Anyway, | havecomeaway with sticker shock
at the gas pump.

| wasn'’t happy. | know othersaren’teither. And
| hear that oil companiesareblamingtheAmeri-
can publicfor the spikein pricesinstead of put-
ting whereit really belongs.

Instead, | lay blame on George W. Bush and
his Saudi buddies.

The American public is paying out the nose
whileMiddleEastern coffersfill upand oil com-
panies get richer.

Other solutionsexist. Why should we pollute
our environment and destroy untouched wild
habitat for the sakeof anoutdated energy source?

Frankly, | think theinflated gaspricesare ob-
scene.

TheUnited Stateshasthechanceto emergeas
aleaderinthedevel opment of alternativeenergy
sources. By settingan exampleotherscanfollow,
everyone can benefit.

L et the Saudiskeep their oil. We need to send
themessagethat wewill nolonger bedependent
onthemfor our energy needs. They haveusright
wherethey want us.

So do other foreigninvestors. We'rejust afat
calf waiting for everyone el seto slaughter.

In an article on Yahoo! news, engineers are
tinkering with theidea of plug-in cars, vehicles
youplugintoanormal wall outlet. Severa people
who'’ ve doneit are getting up to 250 mpg out of
hybrid gas/electric cars they modified them-
selves.

TheexampleusedwasaToyotaPrius, but other
carshavebeen used. It said producing such cars

Tisha Cox

-

® Off The
Beaten Path

&

ontheassembly linewoul d add about $6,000to
the price of the car because of production costs
butits worthit.

Peopleal ready pay upto $50,000for an SUV
that gets 15 miles per gallon.

Thereisnoshortageof oil. Theproblemisthe
people in charge control supply and demand.
They can pump out as much or aslittle asthey
want, andtheproblemishow muchisavailable
for refinement.

Maybe we should just give them the deed to
the country and be donewithiit.

Foreign investors practically own the coun-
try anyway, and with so many jobs outsourced,
we'reno longer our own sovereign state.

Used to we had no one to answer to but our-
selves but that’s not true anymore.

We have a president who sold us out to for-
eigninterestsand hisown personal agenda.

He gets off scott free while everyone elseis
paying the price with American blood and
American money.

| complainabout the priceof gas, but whether
I likeitor no, alongwitheveryoneelse, I' mtill
going to haveto pay

Talking about what can be done and actually
doing somethingabout it aretwodifferentthings

The government keeps talking about devel-

Y

book, again

oping hydrogen fuel cells. The way | under-
standit, the processto get thosefuel cellswill
beaspollutive asthe fossil fuelswe use now.

It'salose-lose situation.

Petroleumisn’tgoingtolast forever, butits
not going to run dry tomorrow. But maybewe
need to set atimelimit and act like that’s how
much time we have to devel op alternative en-
€ergy Ssources.

And sending amessageto OPEC that we' re
not they’ re slaves anymore.

Inthis, | dosay asAmericans, wedon’'t have
totakethis. Wea so don’t haveto sit back and
listentotherest of theworldsay “1 told you so”
andrevel withgleethat we' refinally havingtc
put up withwhat they’ ve been putting up with
for years.

They saidthat after the Sept. 11, 2001 terror-
istattacks. | still don’t seethem doinganything
to help stop terrorism but that’s a subject for
another column. Nor do| seethem doing much
to help curb the cost of transportation.

Why should anyone accept anything that
isn'tfair or right?

In the past four years, Americans have hao
to give up some of their freedomsin the name
of paranoiaand alleged safety.

Thingsmight not changetoday or tomorrow,
but we can get things started. Thefirst stepis
denying theworld we livein now and choos-
ingtotry to makeit the placeit could be.

Naive? Stupid? Maybe.

But as a certain author once wrote, small
stepsarefirst stepsto taketo get there.

TishaCoxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

Democracy: To be or not to be

Most Americansfollow our political leaders
asthey chant their lead linein our international
relations “creating democracies all over the
world.” Under this noble banner we send our
sons and daughters to war and spend our trea-
surer down to dangerously low levels. But, are
we really ready to accept the mgjority of the
world'speopl esliving under Democracy ?What
dothepoalitical insidersknow that they haven't
told usabout aworld “ safefor Democracy?’ Is
it possible that none of usreally want Democ-
racy worldwide?’

In 1970 Salvador Allende was elected Presi-
dent of Chile in an overwhelming landslide.
President Nixonused our CI A and spent millions
of dollars, working with the military to over-
throwAllende. Mr. Allende’ sweakness?Hewas
aSocialist. Withour approval, on September 11,
1973 Augusto Pinochet was made president by
the army and set out to murder 135.000 of the
poor who had backed the el ected president.

IN1990 Father Jean-BertrandAristidebecame
thefirst democratically el ected president of Haiti
with 87 percent of thepopular vote. Withineigh-
teenmonthstherichand powerful usedthearmy
toput himout of office. President Bush (1) turned
hisback and blessedtheevent. Threeyearslater,
under pressurefromthe OAS, President Clinton
returned Aristide to office. In true democratic
order at the end of histerm in 1995 he stepped

Dr. Britt
Minshall
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down. After therequired stand down (fiveyears)
Aristide ran again and won in 2000. Our re-
sponse? The president cut aid to Haiti, divert-
ing the $33 million for water projectstotheIn-
ternational Republican Institute to destroy
Aristide’s presidency. Finally, Bush sent 200-
armed thugsinto the country to rip it apart and
subsequently we kidnapped the president and
hiswife on February 29, 2004. His crime? He
represented the poor, raised the minimumfrom
86¢ aDAY to $1.56 aday, disbanded the army
that had preyed on the poor for decades, ended
the moonshine trade and opened a medical
school totrain doctorsand nurses. Dowereally
want democracy? Arewewilling to accept the
government othersselect?

Two-thirdsof theworld’spopulationispoor.
Only in the west is there a significant middle
class. When democracy comesto these nations
they will ALWAY S elect a government famil-

iar to them. These governments may often be
Islamic or Socialist in character; both scare
American government and business types to
death. Why? Because governments elected by
the poor will raisethe standard of living for the
poor andtheregoesour cheap labor. TheAmeri-
can people are just as afraid because govern-
mentsel ected by thepoor will raisethestandard
of living for the poor and there goes our cheap
goods.

Sothereitis, the dilemma. And it’s not only
ontheshouldersof thebigguysbut onall of our
shoulders. Arewethe most powerful peopleon
earth willing to share this planet equally with
others?Will webewillingtopay more, thushave
less, toensureall havethose*inalienablerights’
of whichwespeak. Or, will wecontinuetobully
therest of our worldinto submittingto our over-
seeing?

If wearewillingtoallow therest of theworlo
to live under Democracy we must begin to act
likeit. If not, wemust stop talking about it. De-
mocracy: ToBeor Not ToBe, that | SThe Ques-
tion, and we all must answer it.

*kkk*x

Dr. Britt Minshall is the author of “ Ring of
Angels,” a book that covers the political and
social climate in Haiti. He is a former
INTERPOL officer. He may be reached at
repress@juno.com.
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