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LulaThieler will be 100 years
old on Thursday, Sept. 1, and
she'sstill going strong.

In her lifetime, shehasdonea
lot of different things ranging
from teaching and volunteer
work to traveling all across the
country and writing about other
people.

For morethan40years, shehas
been involved inthe happenings
of eventsin Rexford and more
recently Fairview Estates, which
appear intheColby FreePresson
aweekly basis.

“| started (writing) because |
thought that would befuntodo,”
shesaid. “Itwasinterestingwork
todo.”

She hadn’t written anything
like that before but decided to
giveitatry andalsobecausethere
wasn’'t anyone else at the time
whowantedto doiit.

Shetook over thecolumnfrom
Anna Shaw.

Almost three years ago she
moved from her homein Rexford
to Fairview Estates, where she
started writing about thehappen-
ingsthere.

Writing hasbeenaway tofind
out about what’ sgoing onaround
her and what people are up to.
Thieler saidit’sbeenachanceto
talk to more people than she
thought possible.

“Some people wanted their
name in the paper every week,
somedidn’t,” shesaid.

Through her writing, she
knows all 34 residents at Fair-
view and most of them are will-
ing to sharetheir newswith oth-
ers.

Thieler is a Rexford native,
bornonafarmoutsideof townon
Sept. 1, 1905.

Shewasmarried, her first hus-
band having died in 1948 at the
ageof 44.

She married her second hus-
band, Earl, in 1950. Betweenthe
two of them, they had six children
and Thieler said she's got so
many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-

100th birthday

Lula Thieler enjoying a full life

Lula Thielertook time out on Thursday to relax at her Fairview Estates residence. Close by are lots

of photographs of her many grandchildren.

grandchildren it's hard to keep
track. She taught school 26 years,
19 of those spent at Oberlin, onein
Selden and the rest in country
schools.

Thieler said after retirement, she
and Earl traveled with their fifth
wheel trailer and she' sbeentoall 50
states.

Shesaidshe'slivedafull lifeand
has been active in Rexford and is
alsoamember of Rexford Commu-
nity Church.

Her family will be honoring her
with a birthday dinner on Sunday,
Sept. 4. She said most of them are
coming into town for the event.

Her birthday hasn’t gone unno-
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ticed either. She' salready gotten
several 100th birthday cards, in-
cluding birthday greetingsfrom
President George W. Bush and
hisFirst Lady LauraBush.

For those who would like to
send birthday wishes, write
Thieler at: 1630 Sewell Ave. (B-
3), Colby, Kan. 67701.

Doctor’s resignation
requested by governor

TOPEKA (AP)—AtGov. Kath-
leen Sebelius’ request, Dr. Howard
Ellisresigned Wednesday fromthe
KansasBoard of HealingArtsamid
controversy over retiring his Mis-
souri medical license rather than
facingadisciplinary hearinginthat
state.

But Larry Buening, the board's
executivedirector, said Ellis resig-
nation won't stop an investigation
by the panel into what led to Ellis
retiringhisMissouri license. Before
Ellis resignation, Bueninghadsaid
hewould appoint aspecial investi-
gator to look into the matter.

“Wewould beinvestigating him
whether hewasaboard member or
not,” Bueningsaid. “ It doesn’t mat-
ter whereit occurred, it'swhat oc-
curred that could be aviolation of
theHealing ArtsAct.”

Ellis, 52, of Leawood, served
three previous terms on the board
andwasitspresident from 1996-97
and 2002-03. The board isrespon-
siblefor licensing, enforcing state
regulations and investigating alle-
gationsof professional misconduct.

Announcement of Ellis’ resigna
tionwasmadeinabrief e-mail from
Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole
Corcoran that said the governor
asked for hisresignation and heno
longer was on the board.

Asked what led to the request,
Corcoran said, “Dr. Ellis accepted
appoi ntment tothe Kansasboard at
nearly the same time he relin-
quished his license in Missouri.
Under the circumstances, Gov.
Sebeliusaskedfor Dr. Ellis'sresig-

nation and he gaveit.”

Ellisdeclined to comment when
contacted at hisofficeby TheAsso-
ciated Press. L ater, heissued astate-
ment saying, “ Recent events have
placed meinthe spotlight and it is
best for all parties to move ahead
without such distraction.”

Heal sosaid hewas" humbled by
the outpouring of support” from
colleagues, patientsandfriendsand
won'’t makeany further comments.

TheMissouri StateBoard of Reg-
istration for the Healing Arts al-
legedina2003 complaintthat Ellis
tried to convince another doctor to
alter recordsand submitted errone-
ousmedical recordstoinvestigators
in another case.

The Missouri board also hasre-
portedthesettlement—whichlists
the license retirement as non-
disciplinary — to databanks that
track formal disciplinary actions
against physicians. That was not
donebefore Elliswas appointed to
the Kansas board.

When news of the Missouri situ-
ation first was reported recently,
Corcoran said the governor was
unaware of Ellis’ license issues
when sheappointed himlast month
toaterm dueto expirein 20009.

“What thissituation has brought
forthistheneedfor communication
acrossstatelines,” Corcoransaid at
the time. She said the governor
“wasaarmedtofind out something
could be happening just acrossthe
state linein Missouri and the Kan-
sasStateBoard of HealingArtswas
not informed.”

Soldier leaves
her children
1IN HoXI€s care

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

HOXIE— Hoxiehasbecomethe
hometo two young children while
their mother isinvolvedinawar in
Irag.

“Shannonand Kadengaveupal-
most everythingthat wasfamiliarto
them.

“They gave up their house, their
friends, andtheir community. Shan-
non and Kaden both started a new
school, but worst of all, they gave
up their mommy.

Most adults would have diffi-
culty dealingwiththat much change
all at once,” said the children’s
grandmother and caregiver, Rhon-
daFarber.

Farber, along with her husband,
Rodger, are caring for Shannon
Seeger, 9, and Kaden Flavin, 6, the
children of Rhonda sdaughter, Ser-
geant Carrie Seeger, who was de-
ployedto Iraqin 2004.

Both Seeger and Flavinwill start
their secondyear of school inHoxie
onAug. 19.

Flavin, who turned six on Aug.
13, said hismom beingin Irag had
madehimawareyoushouldn’t“kill
anybody.”

Hesaidthebest part about living
inHoxiewasspendingtimewithhis
family andlearning notto“ do any-
thing bad.”

Afirstgrader, Flavinsaid helikes
reading about dinosaursandishav-
ing fun at his grandmother’s and
Rodger’'shome.

Seeger too said she's enjoying
livinginHoxiewhileher mother is
inlrag.

Shesaid she’smet other children
in her situation through the North-
west Kansas Military Family Sup-
port Group.

The group organized to give
families an outlet to express their
feelings about having loved ones
involved inthewar.

“Being here has taught me how
otherkidsfed if they don’t haveany
parents,” Seeger said.

“If other peoplehavetolivewith
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their grandparents, | know how they
feel.”

Farber said the military needstc
do a better job of helping school
districts learn how to work with
children whose parents are in-
volvedinthewar.

“The school has had to adjust to
children with a deployed parent
also. That is not something that i
incorporated into the system.

“Theschool hasdonewhat it can
by allowing timewith astaff mem-
ber on aregular basisto talk about
how they feel about their mom be-
ing gone.

They need that time, and they
both connected well with that per-
son. Shehelpedthemalot, and | am
very thankful forthat,” Farber said.

Rodger Farber knowsfirst-hanc
what hiswifeisgoing through. His
oldest son, Jesse, was sent to Irag
when thewar had just started, he's
now a student at the University of
Kansasin Lawrence.

“1"'m glad Jesse went to Iraq and
got through all hedid.

“1’mproud of himandfor himfor
all he did. He learned alot, any
which way you look at it,” Rodger
said.

Despitechallengesof hel pingthe
children adjust to having their
mother away, Rhonda Farber said
thejoysoutweigh thedifficulties.

“They arebothvery lovablekids
and we get hugs and kisses all the
time.

“ Itis nice to see the world thru
their eyesagaintoo. Kidscan besc
funny too.

“l amgoingtobaseball againand
teaching Kadenhowtobat. It brings
back memories of doing that with
my kids. | am again learning what
a9-year-old considers*“ cool,” anc
having sleep-overs. They are both
goodkids,” shesaid.

Meet and greet for new doctor

——
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Katherine Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer and her daughter Christin - Club Thursday. Matchell is a new doctor joining the staff at Citi-
Ostmeyer visited with Dr. Darren Matchell and his wife Sherri

during a welcome reception for the Matchells at Colby Country  Center for Healthcare facility.

zens Medical Center and will be employed through the Family
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