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Counterfeit ring still a keepsake
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My husband gave
me a beautiful diamond and sap-
phire ring for our anniversary. Be-
cause it was too large, I took it to a
jeweler who has worked on many
pieces for me. After looking at the
ring, he asked me where it came
from. I told him it was a gift from my
husband.

When I asked the jeweler why he
asked, he informed me that the sap-
phire was synthetic and the “dia-
monds” were, in fact, cubic zirconia.
I was shocked, and now I don’t
know what to do. I’m not certain
whether or not to tell my husband. I
don’t want him to think I don’t like
the ring, in case he knew what he
was purchasing. It is beautiful, and
I will love wearing it regardless.
However, if he bought the ring
thinking it was the real McCoy, he
may have spent a lot more on it than
it is worth. Because my husband has
always given me exquisite jewelry,
I suspect he doesn’t know. Should I
share this information with him?

— STUCK IN STONE MOUN-
TAIN, GA.

DEAR STUCK: Tell your hus-
band that you took the ring to the
jeweler to have it sized and what
he told you. Assure him that you
love it and want to keep it “regard-
less.” He may have bought it from
the Home Shopping Network, or
he may have been taken advan-
tage of by a jeweler.

DEAR ABBY: Over the past few
years, I have noticed an increased
number of restaurants putting the
silverware in a napkin and then set-
ting the rolled napkin on a bare table.
I have seen this at both casual din-
ing restaurants and even some fine
dining establishments.

I was taught to place my napkin
on my lap as soon as I sit down, but
I don’t like leaving my silverware on
the bare table. I have tried placing
the silverware on the bread plate,
creating an awkward pile that is not

conducive to eating bread, espe-
cially when butter gets involved.
When there is no bread plate, I have
resorted to placing my silverware on
a sugar packet — a faux pas, but I’d
prefer that to leaving my silverware
on a bare table.

— GERM-PHOBIC
DEAR GERM-PHOBIC: Ask

your server for some extra cloth
napkins so you can “create” your
own placemat. If you (nicely) ex-
press your concerns to your ser-
ver, most restaurants will happily
accommodate your request. Al-
ternatively, you can bring your
own disposable paper placemat
with you. (Buy a package at the
market and keep it in your car.)

DEAR ABBY: Next week I go
back to school. I’m only 11, and I’m
scared to go to middle school. I miss
everyone at my old school. I miss
my best friend. We met when we
were 6. She isn’t going to middle
school. I feel so sad, like everything
has changed.

— GOING TO MIDDLE
SCHOOL

DEAR GOING: Yes, as a mat-
ter of fact, it did. I was a couple of
years older than you when my
parents left the Midwest and
moved to California. Let me share
with you what I learned from the
experience. Although changing
schools can be scary, it can also be
the start of a great adventure.
Change is a fact of life. Please
don’t let it make you sad, because
it’s usually for the better. Trust
me. P.S. And just because you
aren’t at the same school doesn’t
mean you won’t spend time with

your friend anymore.

DEAR ABBY: My husband’s sis-
ter, “Dayna,” is moving here from
her mother’s house, 200 miles away.
She says she needs to get away from
her mother. My husband, without
consulting me, told her she could
stay with us.

Dayna and I don’t get along, and
never have. I have problems with
my mother-in-law, too, and I know
that within a few months she’ll be
moving right behind her daughter.
My husband’s family has caused a
lot of problems in our marriage. If
there isn’t any commotion in their
lives, they have to create it. We
moved here to get away from them.

If that isn’t enough, I am due to
give birth to our third child any day.
I cringe when I think of another adult
in our house, because we don’t have
room. My husband says he told
Dayna she’ll have to find a place of
her own within a couple of weeks,
but I don’t see that happening. She
doesn’t even have a car.

— ABOUT TO DELIVER
DEAR ABOUT TO DELIVER:

Tell your husband that with your
due date so close, having another
adult in a crowded house will not
work. Then pick up the phone, call
your sister-in-law and inform her
that with the arrival of the new
baby, you’ll be unable to accom-
modate her after all. Therefore,
she’ll have to stay elsewhere while
she looks for a job and lodging —
or postpone her escape from her
mother. Do it NOW. Nothing is
more important than your health
and well-being — and that of your
baby — at this time.

Bridge

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the Open Pairs at the

Eastern States Regional tournament more
than 60 years ago.

The heroine was Helen Sobel, considered
by many to have been the greatest woman
player of all time.

Sobel was South and opened with two
hearts. Had the opposition remained silent,
she no doubt would have settled into a quiet
four hearts, making exactly.

But when East-West began bidding spades,
Sobel adopted a different strategy.

Looking at 10 tricks in her own hand, and
certain West would lead a spade, she bid
notrump at both her second and third turns!

True, she didn’t have the “book” distribu-
tion for notrump play, but this didn’t stop her
from making what she considered to be the
best bid under the circumstances.

She had not, after all, achieved her reputa-
tion by rigidly following textbook principles.

West doubled four notrump, but wound up
taking second money when Sobel ran off the
first 10 tricks for a score of +810.

At several other tables, East-West also
reached four spades, but at most of these
tables, less imaginative Souths continued on
to five hearts and went down one.

The four-spade bidders who got doubled
fared badly — although not quite as badly as
the pair that doubled four notrump.

North led his singleton heart, and South
cashed two hearts and the ace of diamonds be-
fore leading a third heart.

There was then no way declarer could pre-
vent North from scoring a trump trick either
immediately or eventually, and West wound
up down three for an 800-point set.

Tomorrow: The long-term view.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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