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Brewster man
Injured In Iraq

Prognosis looks

good for recovery

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

A former Brewster residentisre-
cuperating after
being injured in
a mine explo-
sioninlragin
July.

Specialist
SeanBryant, the
grandson of
Duane and Judy
Headley  of
Brewster, is do-
ingwell afterthe
truck he wasin
hit alandmine.

Hisgrandmother said hewasre-
cently released from the hospital.

He spent the past weekend with
his parents, Kelly and David
BranaminMonroe, N.C.

Heisnow at Hunter Air Basein
Savannah, Ga. where he will un-
dergo rehab.

Headley said he has to use a
walker now but he should make a
full recovery.

“He's got a good attitude,” she
said. “Weexpect himtomakeafull
recovery.”

Bryant lived with his grandpar-
entshislast twoyearsof high school
and graduated from Brewster High
in 1999.

Bryant was on his second Iraqi
tour of duty.

Hisfirst was ayear long and he
was 10 months into the second
when hewasinjured. Headley said
hisunitisduetocomehomein Oc-
tober.

She said his recovery will take
time.

HeisanArmy truck driver, butin
Iraghewashelping crew aguntruck
to guard convoys.

S. Bryant

He's gotagood
attitude. He always
had it in his mind he
wanted to be in the
Army.”

Judy Headley,
Sean’s grandmother

Theday hewasinjured hewasn’t
supposedtodrivebut Headley said
Bryant took over right before the
vehicle hit thelandmine.

Bryant took the brunt of the ex-
plosion and the other soldierswith
him were also injured, but not as
badly.

“We thank God he was maybe
able to save another family from
grief,” shesaid.

Shesaidthey talked by phoneon
Sunday andarekeepingintouch.As
soon as he's able to travel, Bryant
isplanningtovisit hisgrandparents.

He enlisted about a year out of
high school and Headley saidthere
never really was anything else he
wanted to do with hislife.

“Heawayshaditinhismind he
wantedtobeintheArmy,” shesaid.

Headley is hoping maybe now
he' [l want to go to collegewhen he
getsout of service.

She said they’re proud of him,
and also all of the soldiersin the
service, and support themall.

Headley also wanted to thank
everyone for the cards and calls.
She said many peoplehavewritten
andcalled Bryant during hisconva-
lescence.

“The cardsand callshavereally
been a big help to Sean,” Headley
said.

“We appreciate that support.”

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

The Colby Free Press says
good-byetolong-timepublisher
Tom Dreiling today and wel-
come to its new interim pub-
lisher, Pat Schiefen of Goodland.

Atage 70, Dreilingisretiring
to his hometown of Hays. He
plans to leave quietly, with a
small party for the staff, after
sevenyears.

He earlier has been editor of
theold Goodland Daily Newsfor
23 years and editor of the Sher-
idan (Wyo) Press for three and
one-half years.

Whilethesearch continuesfor
apermanent publisher, Schiefen

agreedtoleaveher positionascopy
editor with The Goodland Star-
News to assist in the day-to-day
operations of the Free Press, said
Steve Haynes, owner of both pub-
licationsand president of Nor’ West
Newspapers.

Overthepast sevenyears, Schie-
fensaid, shehasbecomeproficient
inmost aspectsof newspaper opera-
tions, including circulation, ad de-
sign, proofreading, bookkeeping,
page building, copy editing and
writing.

Shesaid sheislookingforwardto
thechallengeof adaily newspaper,
which will bealittle different than
thebi-weekly Goodland operation.

Schiefenisalsonostranger tothe

Pat Schiefen, the new interim publisher at the Colby Free Press, reviewed procedures today from retiring publisher Tom Dreiling.

New interim publisher named

area, having lived most of her adult
lifein Goodland.

Her parents, thelate George and
Henrietta (Rudell) Homm, have
rootsin Oakley.

Afterfinishing collegeat Kansas
Wesleyan University in Salina,
Schiefen returned to Goodland in
1972.

With a degree in biology and
chemistry, she got ajob in quality
control andtesting at thesugar beet
factory in Goodland in 1976.

After the factory shut downin
1983, Schiefen said, she started
putting more time into a family-
owned dry cleaning business,
Wardrobe Cleaners. Shestill over-
seesthecleaners.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Schiefen hasason, James, 23,
asenior at the Colorado Techni-
cal University in Colorado
Springs.

Sheis secretary of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Goodland
and plays the bass recorder. She
isamember of the Goodland Fed-
erated Music Club and part of a
four-member recorder ensemble
that playsfor churchesand other
groupson request.

Schiefen’sskillsand diversity
as a journalist, volunteer and
business owner, and community
involvement will all be assetsas
sheworksto build aneven stron-
ger newspaper in Colby, Haynes
said.

Hazardous material drill teaches strengths, weaknesses

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

MENLO — The town of Menlo
had the samenumber of emergency
personnel init Monday evening as
residents.

Sirens, fire trucks and ambu-
lancesresponded to thetown of 35
residents for a multi-agency haz-
ardous materialsdrill.

Sheridan County Fire Depart-
ment Trainer Steve Hirsch orga-
nized thedrill.

“Sheridan County Fire Depart-
ment has wanted to have a multi-
agency drill for sometime,” Hirsch
said. “Weactually get pointsonour
fire insurancerating for the whole
county by doing drillswith mutual
ald agenciessoweneedtodothese
fromtimetotime.”

Agency personnel besides fire
fighters from Sheridan County
basedinHoxieand Seldenincluded
fire departments from Menlo,
Rexford and Colby in Thomas
County, Rexford based emergency

medi cal services, Sheridan County
emergency medical services of
Hoxie, Sheridan County Health
Complex, and emergency manage-
ment personnel from both Sheridan
and Thomas Counties.

Hirschsaidthereareseveral ben-
efitsto having a drill like the one
posed Monday evening.

“The drill involves an incident
where someone had attempted to
break into the anhydrous tanks at
Co-AginMenlo,” Hirschsaid. “In
the process, something will go
wrong and a cloud of anhydrous
ammoniawill be released over the
town.”

Simulating a southwest wind,
Hirsch said two children were ex-
posed to the chemical.

Colby Fire Department is in-
volved because it is the regional
hazardous materialsteam.”

“Unfortunately, in this age of
stealing anhydrous for making
methamphetamine, this drill is
probably very realistic. Fire and

Between the lines

-

Shanae Calkins painted a cross walk on Range Avenue by
Colby Middle School Wednesday. City crews have been re-
painting curbs, cross walks and parking lines around the com-
munity since the beginning of summer.
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emergency medical serviceperson-
nel are getting the opportunity to
traintoremovevictimsfromsitua-
tionssuch asthese, and towork to-
gether toaccomplish our goalsof a
safe conclusion to the incident,”

Hirsch said.

Hirsch said none of the agencies
islargeenoughtohandleafull scale
incident, but working together the
units can pool resources for a
successful outcome to stopping a
leak should oneillustrated in the
drill occur.

“ Sheridan County’shospital was
chosen to participate because it
would likely be involved in areal
incident,” Hirsch said. Drills such
as the one which took place Mon-
day evening present challenges
which haveto be overcome.

“Themajor challengeof thedrill
wasto keep accountability of all of
theresponders,” Hirschsaid.“ This
isan incident that we cannot have
get out of control. Oneof thethings
that canmakeit get out of control is

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

MENLO— Threeof Menlo’s
residents saw the need for afire
department for their townsothey
stepped up to the plate and cre-
ated one.

Andy Munk, along with his
brother, Jeff Munk, and friend
RobbieMeyer, arethethree-man
Menlo Fire Department.

“Therewasn’'tanything here,”
Andy Munk said, “and my wife
and | just built anew housewith
twofireplacesinitand | thought
| better know what to do in case
of afire.” Created lessthan two
yearsago, theMenloFireDepart-
ment building is located one

Menlo residents create fire department

block inside of Thomas County.

“Thecounty linerunsright down
that street,” Andy Munk said.

“Ilivein Sheridan County andthe
other two guys live in Thomas
County.”

All three men train live within
oneblock of thefire department in
Menlo, but they train under Steve
Hirsch, who, while a resident of
Decatur County, is the Sheridan
County Fire Department Training
Instructor.

Both Andy Munk, who servesas
Menlo’'s fire chief and Jeff Munk
participated in Monday evening's
hazardousmaterial drill. Meyerwas
unable to participate due to previ-
ous commitmentswhich could not

bechanged. After theinitial drill
call was made to the Sheridan
County Sheriff’'s Office dis-
patcher, Hirsch assisted the
Munk in setting up thedrill.

About 35 firefighters, emer-
gency medical servicepersonnel
andtheareahazardousmaterials
response team from Colby con-
verged on thetown.

After settingup astaging area,
the crews from Colby, Rexford,
Selden and Hoxie, assisted the
Munkswith thedrill.

“Thenumber onethingtothink
of isthe safety of your respond-
ers,” Jim Engel, Thomas County
Emergency Management direc-
tor, said.

tohaverespondersdoingtheir own
thing, or freelancing.”
Hirschsaidthat “freelancing gets

respondershurt. Thatissomething
we are not going to have hap-
pen. We will be practicing with an

incident command officerinamore
realisticsettingthanjust onachalk-
board.”

Commissioners approve salary increase

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Thomas County Emergency
Medical Servicesvolunteerswill be
getting alittle more money for pa-
tienttransfers. TheThomasCounty
commissioners approved raising
transfer fees at their meeting this
morning.

Director Kathi Wright and Mar-
tin Rinehart gavetheir monthly re-
port ontheemergency medical ser-
vices, which showedthesalariesfor
patient transfers. Rinehart said lo-
cal runs are $20; Hays, Salinaand
Denver are $85 and Wichita and
Kansas City $110.

The commissioners approved
raising the salary for Denver and
Salinaruns to $100 for volunteers
and also upped Kansas City and
Salinarunsto $115, an increase of
$5. Theincreasewaseffectiveasof

What we are hoping to do is make the
county accessibleto everybody ..."
Nonnie Trail, county employee

today. Rinehart said raisingthe $85
salariesto $100 wasn’t abad idea,
although he wouldn’t want to go
any higher.

Paul Steelewantedtoknow if the
$85wasfair to volunteers.

“That’swhy | think thisneedsto
belooked at,” he said.

Wright said Hays used to be $60
but was raised up to $65 several
yearsago.

Thecommissionersalso heard a
proposal to buildacounty Web site
toput al of itsdepartmentsonline.
Nonnie Trail, who works in the

county treasurer’s office, gave a
presentationonthefuturepotential
Web site.

“Wearehopingtodoismakethe
county accessibleto everybody all
thetime,” shesaid.

The commissioners didn’t take
any actionontheissuebuttoldTrail
to come back with moreinforma-
tion.

Trail handed out folders to the
commissionersand explainedthey
could put all the county depart-
mentsonline, aongwithformsand
other information.

She said the point would be to
helpreducetraffic, phonecalls, pa-
per work, faxes and printing. It
would also allow the different de-
partmentstowork ontheir own\Web
pagesif they want. If not, Trail or
whoever is appointed administra-
tor, would do it and departments
wouldonly haveaccesstotheir own
pages. Trail saidthey canputall the
departments on the Web and the
public would have accessto infor-
mationthey wouldnormally beabl e
toget at thecourthouse. Other infor-
mation that isn’t public access
would have fees to make it avail-
able, like mortgage companies or
other seeking such information.

The commissionersalso heard &
reguest from Sherry McDonald to
vacate Heather Lanein Sunflower
Acres. Thecommissionerstold her
to submit aformal request.
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