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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

NANY PANTS, WHITE-
SHIRT, GREY
SWEATE

GREY PANTS, WHITE
SHIET, NAVY
- SWEATER.

NAVY AND cRE
SKIRT, WHITE
SHIRT, GREY SWEATER
OR NANY JACKET.

Garfield = Jim Davis

NAVY PANTS, WHITE.
SHIRT, PLAID
SWEATER?

THEYRE WRONG.
... HAVING A SCHOOL
UNIFORM DOES NOT
MAKE IT EASIER
TO DECIDE

I'M GOING TO LEAP
ON THAT DONUT!

Www.garfield.com
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OKAY, I'M GOING TO
WADPLE OVER TO THAT

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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LONG AS BLONDIE AND DAGWOOD... KIDDING

I HOPE WE'LL BE TOGETHER A9) ARE You
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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WE'LL BE TOGETHER
FOR A THOUSAND

DAGWOOQD, BUT BOSS, I'VE
THIS CONTRACT Y GOT A HOUSE FULL
NEEDS TO BE A\ OF GUESTS HERE
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ReadersweighinonAbby’sanswer

DEAR ABBY: | was disap-
pointed by your answer to“ Wonder-
inginlllinois,” whoisjeal ousof his
wife' sbestfriend,“ Cassandra.” You
accused her of havinga“girlfriend”
(andl knowyoumeantintheroman-
tic senserather than platonic). You
told him they were due for along
talk. In my opinion, the problemis
the husband'’s raging jeal ousy.
What's the evidence of leshbian ac-
tivity? Their vacations together?
The phone calls? Obviously, this
woman is having the kind of fun
with her friend that she hasn’t had
with her nasty, suspicious husband
inalongtime. (I bet he hardly has
two words for her if agameison
television.) Isn’'t oneof thesignsof
an abuser when he startswanting to
control hiswife' sfriends?l think her
husband needstogetalifeand some
friendsof hisown.

— KEELAH INITHACA, N.Y.

DEAR KEELAH: When | ad-
vised“ Wondering” that hedidn’t
appear tobethefirst on hiswife's
list of priorities, | was UNDER-
STATING the problem. The
wife’'sgirlfriend gives her lavish
giftsand paysfor their tripsto-
gether; they make frequent bets
with oil massages as the payoff,
spend hoursaday talkingor text-
messaging, ignor ethehusbandto
the point of rudeness if he's
around, and thenor mal routineof
the household is forgotten be-
cause of the distraction. It’s not
onething — it'sthe aggregate. |
stand by my answer. Read on:

DEARABBY: | agreethat “ Won-
dering” needsto find out what's
goingon.Afriend of minewasmar-
ried 11 years to his high school
sweetheart. She, too, began spend-
ing alot of time with afemale co-
worker, and hewas often excluded.
Intime, he begantoresent themas-
sages, trips, dinners together and
other activitiesthey shared without
him. When he confronted her, she
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accused him of “tryingto comebe-
tween her and her best friend.”

Hegot the shock of hislifewhen
he walked in unexpectedly one af-
ternoon and caught them in acom-
promising position. His wife then
demanded adivorce. Twelve years
later, hisformer wife and her “ best
friend” aretill acouple.

If “Wondering’'s” wifeisn't ro-
mantically involvedwith her friend,
it'stimehefindsout what'slacking
in their relationship that she's get-
ting fromthegirlfriend.

—ALSOWONDERING

DEAR AL SO WONDERING:
Good point. If thereisn’t aro-
mance going on, marriage coun-
seling could do them a world of
good. A marriage can be healed
only if both partieswant it to be
and arewillingto cooper ate.

DEARABBY: It doesappear that
the wife may be having an affair
withherfriend.| anamember of the
Straight Spouse Network, an orga-
nization started by Amity Pierce
Buxton to help the straight spouse
understand the coming-out process
of their gay spouse. The Straight
SpouseNetwork isaworldwideor-
ganization whose membership
comprisescurrent or former hetero-
sexual spouses/partnersof gay, les-
bian, bisexual or transgender mates
and mixed-orientation couples. Our
members provide personal, confi-
dential support and resourceinfor-
mation to spouses, couples and
families. We are the only support
network of thiskind in theworld.

— MARIANNEIN
GULFPORT, FLA.
DEAR MARIANNE: | am fa-

e Dear Abby

miliar with the Straight Spouse
Network, which is allied with
PFLAG,andhavementioneditin
my column before. Dr. Buxton,
whochairstheSSN, isarespected
resear cher and author of an excel-
lent book, “ TheOther Sideof the
Closet” (JohnWiley & Sons), that
explains the gay spouse “ di-
lemma” and offersstrategieson
how families can cope when the
gay person “comesout.” Not sur-
prisingly, that’s a complicated
and emotionally wrenching pro-
cess. The network’s Web siteis
www.ssnetwk.org.

DEARABBY: My hushand anc
| areinour late 20s, and we agreed
to be the godparents of our niece
when shewas born. My husband’s
brother and the mother of our niece
arenot married. Thebaby now lives
with her maternal grandparents be-
cause her parentsare young and ir-
responsible. Both of them are on
drugs, and at |east one of them has
charges pending. Are we still re-
sponsibleasgodparentsnow that the
parents no longer have custody?
Thereisnothinginwriting, andthis
is getting to be avery sticky situar
tion. Thelittlegirl isin good hands
now. Please advise us.

— UNSURE

DEAR UNSURE: Doyou want
toserveasthechild’sgodpar ents?
If the answer isyes, pick up the
phoneand inform thegrandpar-
entsthat you wereasked tobe. If
the parents of thebaby areasir-
responsible asyou say, it may be
newstothem. | fthegrandparents
are agreeable, I'm sure you can
work it out between you.
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easily made. Inbiddingthegrandslam, North  |* [ |?
doesnot weigh hisholdingsin the other three [z
suits; he simply obeys South’s command to
define histrump holding.

With only the ace or king of trumps, North
would bid six diamonds.

The only danger associated with using the
GSFisthat one player or the other might mis-
read it as part of the Blackwood Convention
asking for kings.

TheBlackwoodfive-notrumpbidaskingfor
kings, however, isalways preceded by afour-
notrump bid asking for aces, sothereshouldbe
no confusioninthisregard.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A SHOREFRONT
WERE KNOWN FOR ITS BREAD BAKERIES, YOU
COULD CALL IT THE YEAST COAST,

Today’s Cryptoguip Clue: O equals D
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