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Weather
Corner

[
Mostly clear
on Labor Day

Theforecast

Tonight...Mostly clear. Low
in the high 50s. South wind be-
tween 10and 20 mphwith gusts
as high as 30 mph. Saturday...
Mostly sunny with highsin the
low 90s. Southwind between 10
and 15 mph. Saturday night...
Mostly clear with lows in the
low 60s. Southwind between 10
and 20 mph. Sunday...Mostly
sunny and breezy with highsin
the low 90s. Sunday night...
Partly cloudy with lowsin the
low 60s. Monday ... Isolated
showers and thunderstorms af -
ter 1 p.m. Partly cloudy with
highs in the mid 90s. M onday
night...Scattered showers and
thunderstorms, mainly after 7
p.m. Partly cloudy with lowsin
the high 50s. Tuesday ...Scat-
tered showers and thunder-
storms, mainly in the morning.
Partly cloudy with highsin the
low 80s. .

Temperatures

Thursday’shigh, 82

L ow thismorning, 60

Records for this date, 10 in
1939 and 39in 1962

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8 am. today, 0.00

September’s precipitation,
0.00

Soil temperature, 65

Water Terms

*WaterWatch — Demand for
3 consecutive days exceeds 3.5
million gallons per day.

*WaterWarning — Demand
for 3 consecutive days exceeds
4.0 million gallons per day.
City will begin conservationef-
forts.

*WaterEmergency — De-
mand for 3 consecutive days
exceeds4.5 million gallons per
day. No outdoor watering al-
lowed along with other conser-
vation efforts.

Water Use

Aug. 31=2,048,100 gallons

Sept. 1= 2,383,500 gallons

Thesources:

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

Kansas sends
150 troops
to Louisiana

TOPEKA (AP) — About 150
KansasNational Guard troopswill
goto Louisianato helpwith recov-
ery work in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina, and hundreds more could
be summoned.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius also an-
nounced steps Thursday to speed
hurricanerelief tovictimsand pre-
pareKansasfor apotential influx of
refugees from Gulf Coast states.
Her actions included issuing a di-
saster emergency proclamation,
which reduces state regulatory
hurdles to move relief items to
stricken areasand allowsfor reim-
bursements from the federal gov-
ernment.

Sebelius also urged Kansans to
conservefuel in responsetorising
gasoline prices caused by Katrina
shutting down refineries. And she
said consumers should be vigilant
about potential pricegouging atthe
pump.

“It breaks my heart,” Sebelius
told reporters. “People arein des-
peratesituations, andthelossof life
andthelossof property andworldly
goodsisjust heartbreaking.”

USE A LITTLE RESTRAINT
WITH YOUR KIDS.

‘The back seat is the safest place for all children
12 and Lnder ta ride. Protect our youngest passengers.
Put therm in the back and remembe: to
Buckle [p on every trip,

YOU COULD LEARN A LOT FROM A DUMMY_*

BUCKLE YOUR SAFETY BEL.

For more information,
cotl 800-424-9393

U.S. Department of Transportation

No newspaper Monday

The Colby Free Press will not publish aMonday news-
paper inobservanceof Labor Day, said Pat Schiefen, interim
publisher. However, anewspaper will bedeliveredonTues-
day. The office will also be closed Monday, and reopen
Tuesday at itsregular time of 8a.m.

Commissioners meeting on Tuesday

The Thomas County Commissionerswill meet at 9 am.
Tuesday at the courthouse. Items on the agenda include
Bruce Bandy of Commercial Sign at 9:30 am. to discuss
painting some panels at the courthouse. The commission-
ers meetings for this month will be on Sept. 6, 12, 19 and
30. Thepubliciswelcometo attend and anyonewanting to
meet with the commissionerscan call in advanceto sched-
ule.

Fair board to meet Thursday
TheThomasCounty Fair Boardwill meetat 8p.m. Thurs-
day at the 4-H Building at the fairgrounds. Items on the
agendainclude areport from county extension agents; fi-
nancial report and bills; committeereportsonthebuildings
and grounds, carnival, rodeo, parade, demolition derby,

Briefly

races, fair book and advertising. Old businesswill includea
discussion on thefair barbecue.

School board to meet Tuesday

The Colby School Board will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday in
theboard room at theAdministration Building. Itemsonthe
agendaincludeapproval of theconsent agenda; reportsfrom
theprincipals, curriculumdirector and superintendent; 2005-
2006 out-of -district student requests; K ansasA ssociation of
School Boards regional meeting and convention; approval
of Head Start agreements; 2005-2006 fund-raising activities
and personnel mattersif necessary. The meeting is open to
thepublic.

Page City reunion continues Saturday

The Page City Alumni School Reunion will be held on
Friday and Saturday at the Colby Community Building.
Activitiesbegintonight at 7 p.m. withatimefor visiting and
snacks. On Saturday, events start at 11:30 am. with a pot-
luck at noon and aprogram followingthemeal. Most activi-
tieswill concludeby 5 p.m. Drinksand table servicewill be
provided at the potluck. All Page City graduates, attendees,
and any one in the community is encouraged to attend. All

arewelcome. For questions, call Sharon Stramel, 460-3706.

Share signup next week

Heartland Sharesignupfor September will beginonMon-
day and continuethrough Friday, at the State Farm I nsurance
office, 905 E. 4th, Colby. Theorder will goin Monday, Sept.
12, anddelivery isSaturday, Sept. 24. For questions, call 460-
3579.

County offices closed Monday

The Thomas County courts, all county officesto include
the health department will be closed on Monday for theLa-
bor Day weekend, said Shelly Harms, clerk. Thecounty land-
fill will be closed Sunday and Monday.

EMT classes planned in September

Thomas County Emergency Medical Serviceis sponsor-
inganEMT Classstarting at 6 p.m., Monday, Sept 12, at the
Thomas County EMS building, 1275 S. Franklin, Colby.
Interested individualscan call 460-4585 for aninformation
packet concerning class dates and times, meeting places,
collegecredit andfees, textbooksand | abeequi pment needed,
and of coursethe requirments.

Oakley schools seek status quo

Music booster fun

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

OAKLEY — Theschool district
in Oakley isgoingtotry and retain
the status quo from last year as it
opened itsdoorsthisyear.

“Therewill benomajor changes
thisyear,” said Superintendent Bill
Steiner.

Working with a slightly higher
budget this year compared to last,
Steiner said the including the At-
Risk and special education funds
will bring the budget up from
$3,153,367 to $3,283,850.

“OurAt-Risk money will double
and our special education money
will increase. Much of theincrease
inspecia educationisflow through
money; it stoops here and then

moves to the service center. That
doeshelp out our local option bud-
get,” Steiner said.

What Steiner calls* At-Risk” stu-
dentsarethosewho receivefreeor
reducedlunches,; for example, those
livinginlow income or single par-
ent households qualifying for the
assistance.

“Themoney canbespent for pro-
gramsthat will enhance children’s
achievement who are not perform-
ing at the proficient level on state
assessments,” Steiner said, “those
below grade level in reading and
those who are at-risk to fail. Basi-
cally our actual general fund mon-
ieswill show no gain. Any new
monies will probably be eaten up
withtherising fuel prices.”

Oakley’ sschool district hasabout
130 students more than does
Hoxie's. Oakley’s enrollment is
432, comparedtoitsneighbortothe
northwest withabout 305right now.

Steiner said thethreeupper-level
highschool classeshavethemostin
thedistrict. Thesophomoreand se-
nior classes have 42 students, and
thejunior has 40 students.

The junior high school runs
counter to the high school with 40
seventhgradersand 42 eighth grad-
ers.

Grades three, four, five, six and
nineall havebetween 22 and 27 stu-
dents, withthesecond gradehaving
only 18 students. This year’s first
gradehas 34 students, 10 morestu-
dentsthaninthekindergartenclass.

Hoxie enrollment looks higher

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

HOXIE—Inatimeof continued
declining enrollment, thingsmight
belooking upfor theschool district
inHoxie.

Superintendent Scott Hoyt said
on Wednesday the project enroll-
ment of 305 students might be
higher.

“1think we' [l beahead of the 305.
The plus side is we'll stay about
evenwith last year,” Hoyt said.

Last year being 331 full-time
equival ent students, and abudget of
about $100,000 higher than this
year’'s which comes in at
$3,455,921.

Sales &

Colby Sew & Vac

“We may have to republish our
budget,” Hoyt said about | ooking at
thedistrict’sfinancial picture after
theofficial headcount date of Sept.
20.

Hoyt said the state-wide school
financial crisisis making Hoxie's
district“ strivetoincreaseresources
with At-Risk students.”

At-Risk students are those re-
ceivingfreeor reducedlunches; for
example, those living in low in-
come or single parent households
qualifying for the assistance.

Enrollment runsthegamut asfar
asnumber of students.

All four gradesat thehigh school
currently have 36 students, and the

Service

kindergarten follows close behind
with 28 students.

Thelowest number of studentsis
inthefirst gradewith 15, followed
by the seventh grade with 19 stu-
dents.

Second through sixth gradesare
inthe high teensand low 20s.

Hoyt said in spite of the state’s
doom and gloom financial outlook
for schools, particularly rural
schools, Hoxie' smaking“ nomajor
changes” because of the state’'s
school finance budget increase.

“You can't make plans for the
school year startinginthemiddleof
July,” hesaid.
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The Colby Music Boosters held a barbecue at Fike Park re-
cently, which was the first activity of the new school year, said
Jennifer Koel, Colby Grade School’s primary music teacher.
All students and their parents involved in vocal and band were
invited to the a meal of hot dogs, hamburgers, and drinks.
ABOVE: Joey Nickols, accompanist, was the barbecue chef.

JENNIFER KOEL/Colby Free Press

4t Annual

CELEBRATION
on the High Plains

Sewing Machines

Vacuums
Panasonic * Sanitare
Fabric

Hours: 9 am.-5:30 p.m.

-

Opening ~ Tuesday, September 6

Viking ¢ Pfaff « Singer « White  Brother (Commercial)

**Offering Sewing & Quilting Classes**

Southwind Plaza < 785-460-1900

Sept. 10 - Noon

Prairie Museum of Art & History
1905 S. Franklin, Colby, KS

Featuring Western Kansas
Very Own

J

his special interestsinclude:
*Obstetrics *Sports Medicine

For an appointment call:
785-675-3018
Hoxie Medical Clinic
826 18th Street
Hoxie, KS 67740

Hoxie Medical Clinic
Announces Clinic Hours for
Dr. Brewster Kellogg

Dr. Kellogg from the Family Center for Health Careiin
Colby will be seeing patientsin the Hoxie Medical Clinic on

Tuesday, Sept. 6 from 9 a.m.-Noon
Dr. Kellogg is Board Certified in Family Practice,

eFamily Medicine « No-Scalpel Vasectomies

Heather Shelley

Colgate Country Showdown National Champion
Voted “Best New Act in Country Music”

12:30 -2 p.m.
2:00-3:00 p.m.
3:15-5:15 p.m.
5:30-6:30 p.m.
6:45-8:00 p.m.

Paul B. Heskett (DJ)
“Calamity Jane”
Aces & Eights
Lipriddle

No Parking
National Anthem by Teighlor Light

8:15-9:30 p.m. Heather Shelley

Children's Activities & Prizes s Concessions ¢ Chili Cook-Off
Beer Garden ( 21 yrs. & older) « Watermelon Feed

Motorcycle Displays  Antique Engine & Tractor Display

FOR TICKETS CALL: 460-3401 OR 800-611-8835
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