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Sal Otolo, an employee with Cactus Roofing, carried materials from one rootfop to another Thurs-
day at South Park Apartments. Otolo is one of a crew of 22 working on re-roofing the buildings at
the complex. Judy Luedke, an employee with the Colby Housing Authority, which owns the com-
plex, said all the buildings there and at Meadowlark Manor are getting new roofs due to hail and
wind damage. At South Park, units J, K and L are also getting new siding which will complete a
project started last year to re-side all of the units.
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Crops helped by recent rains

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Three inches of rain last month
are helping prospects for a decent
fall harvestandwheat plantinglater
this month.

Farmers will soon be ready to
harvest corn, grain sorghum and
sunflowers. It'salsonearly timefor
farmersto get ready to drill wheat,
said Brian Ol son, extensionagrono-
mist for northwest Kansas at the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center.

Depending on whether or not
crops got rain, harvest will vary
because of moisturelevelsand lo-
cation.

“Weobviously hadrainbutitwas
spotty,” Olson said.

On dryland corn and grain sor-
ghum, he said there were places
where corn burned up. However,
Olson wouldn't be surprised if
some dryland cornyielded 70-100
bushelsanacre. Ninety to 100 bush-

elsanacreis“agood surprise,” he
said.

“Farmersare pretty happy about
that,” Olson said.

Another dryland crop, sunflow-
ers also look good, depending on
how much rain they received.

Someirrigated cropswill alsobe
ahitor missthankstoextremely hot
weather earlier in the summer. On
irrigated corn, Olsonsaid any of that
crop that pollinated before the hot
July weather will havegood yields
but plants that didn't won't have
good ear development, which
meansfewer kernels of corn.

For the most part, he said farm-
ers should be happy with potential
yields but the ones that missed out
ontherainwon't be.

“1t'sbetter thanit hasbeenthel ast
coupleof years,” Olson said.

Drillingwheat isanother activity
farmers are gearing up for. They
should be out in their fieldswithin
the next few weeks, he said, de-

pending on location.

There is adequate soil moisture
also.

“Prospects are fairly decent for
planting wheat in the next few
weeks,” hesaid.

In the next 14 to 20 dayswill be
when most farmers plant, Olson
predicted, but if farmers are going
tousetheir wheat for cattlegrazing,
they’ Il probably beputtingitinnow.

Another issue farmers, along
with everyone elseis dealing with
right now are high fuel prices.

Olsonsaiditisaconcernbecause
unlikeother products, farm market
prices don’t go up like other mar-
ketsdo becauseof thecost of trans-
porting goods and materials.

Diesel goesup, it makesit more
expensive to move equipment
needed for harvest and planting,
which affects a farmer’s bottom
line.

He said as fuel prices increase,
the cost of nitrogen also goes up.

Katrina disrupts railroads, more

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The
grain elevators that take in corn,
soybeansand wheat from Midwest
farmersandtherailroadsthat move
it are waiting to see what impact
Hurricane Katrina will have on
them.

Morethan half of U.S. grain ex-
portsgothrough New Orleans, and
it remained unknown Thursday
whenthecrippled port anditsship-
ping terminals might reopen.

That meansrailroads and eleva-
torsdon’t know whether grain that
would normally go down the Mis-
sissippi River by bargewill needto
go elsewhere by rail or truck. Nor
dothey know how well therail net-
worksand other seaportswould be
ableto copewith the added load.

“It'sjusttooearly totry toanswer
those,” said Steve Forsberg, a
spokesman for the Fort Worth,
Texas-based BNSF Railway Co.

John Huber, aspokesmanfor the
Canadian Pacific Railway Co.,
agreed: “We're just going to be
watching and monitoring.”

September and October are nor-
mally the region’s biggest export
monthsfor cornand soybeans, said
Jerry Fruin, aprofessor at the Uni-

versity of Minnesota's College of
Agricultureand an expert on barge
shipping.

If Mississippi River bargetraffic
cannot berestored within about two
weeks, Fruin said, significant ad-
justmentswill need to be madefor
the new crop. Alternatives might
include Pacific Northwest or East
Coast ports, hesaid. Andmoregrain
may need to be stored longer on
farmsandin elevators.

But Fruin acknowledged there's
only somuch additional rail capac-
ity out there.

Mark Davis, aspokesmanfor the
Omaha, Neb.-based Union Pacific
Railroad Co., said other ports will
be able to handle some of the ex-
portsthat would passthrough New
Orleans.

But it will tax the system if cur-
rent forecasts of abin-busting har-
vest cometrue.

TheUnionPecificisNorthAme-
rica’s largest railroad, and Davis
saidit hashistorically shipped most
of itsgrainboundfor export through
either Mexico or portsinthePacific
Northwest and Texas.

Likewise, Huber said only about
10percent of theCanadian Pacific's

grain traffic isnormally bound for
the Gulf of Mexico.

Whiletherewassignificant dam-
age to Jacksonville, Fla.-based
CSX Corp.’srail linebetween New
Orleansand Pascagoula, Miss., that
will take some time to repair, its
grainoperationsaren’tlikely toface
major disruptions, spokesman Gary
Sease said. Most of CSX’s grain
businessconnectsfarmsintheMid-
west with feed producersin the
Southeast.

TheElbow Lake Coop GrainEl-
evator in west-central Minnesota
shipsmost of itscorn and soybeans
to the West Coast and most of its
wheat by rail to the East. But man-
ager Allen Mashek is still con-
cerned about therippleeffectsof the
closure of New Orleansand result-
ing higher transportation costsand
downward pressure on prices.

“Overall thisaffectseverybody,”
Mashek said. “It doesn’t matter if
it'stheport downthereor wherever.
It just puts more pressure on ports
that are already at capacity.”

Add to that the higher fuel and
fertilizer prices resulting from
Katrina, then figure in the current
low grain prices.

College president
announces plans
to retire in November

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

After almost two decades, the
president of Col- .
by Community - y
College an-
nounced his
planstoretirein
November at
Thursday’s spe-
cial meeting of
the board of
trustees.

Dr.Mikel Ary,
64, madethean-
nouncement after an executive ses-
sion with the trustees. His retire-
ment places him asthe third presi-
dentintheschool’shistory and one
of the longest-serving community
college presidentsin the state.

During the interim, Skip Sharp,
dean of student affairs, agreed to
oversee the president’s responsi-
bilitiesat the college.

“| appreciate the confidenceand
support of theBoard of Trusteesand
my administrative team during the
past 17 years,” Ary said.

“Teamwork has made the ad-
vancement of thecollegepossible.”

The chairman of the board, Don
Kready, who has served asamem-
ber of the board for 26 years, said
hewasn’ttotally surprisedwiththe
announcement.

“He has mentioned retirement
many times recently and as the
boardlookstothefuture, therewill
be a number of challenges for
CCC,” Kready said.

“Change is never easy, but be-
cause of the efforts of Dr. Ary and
his staff, the college is running
smoothly.

Another board member, Cleona
Flipse, now serving her third four-
year term, talked about Ary’sposi-
tive attributes.

“Dr. Ary guided the board
through the Bedker building con-
struction process and served as
president of theK ansasCommunity
College Council of Presidents —
which isquitean honor,” she said.

“Every Christmas, he and De-
lores(his wife) opened their home
and spread goodwill by invitinglo-
cal townspeople,” Flipsesaid.

Ary accepted the position of
president in 1988 and prior to that
hiscareerinhigher educationbegan
inOklahomaasan assistant profes-
sor of history at East Central Uni-
versity.

Herose through the ranksto be-
come afull professor before leav-
ing in 1981 to become vice-presi-
dent of student affairsat Northwest-
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| appreciate the confidence and sup-

port of the board of tr

ustees and my admin-

istrative team during the past 17 years.”

Dr. Mikel Ary,
president of Colby College

ern Oklahoma State University.

Dr. Ary, anativeof western Kan-
sas, was born in Dodge City and
spent his formative years in Ed-
wards County graduating from
Lewis High School, said Debbie
Schwanke, public information of-
ficer.

“Ahistorian by training, Dr. Ary
received his bachelor’s and mas-
ter'sdegreesfrom Fort Hays State
University and was awarded his
doctoral degreefromtheUniversity
of Oklahoma,” she said.

Aspresident, Ary hasledthecol -
lege through many changes and
achievements.

Shortly after assuming hisduties,
Schwankesaid, thecollegeapplied
for and received a $200,000 per
year grant authorized by the U.S.
Department of Education to fund
Student Support Services.

Sincethat time, the program has
been annually funded at the
$200,000 level equaling atotal of
$3million.

Student Support Services pro-
vides personal and academic sup-
port servicestofirst generationcol -
lege studentswho enroll at CCC.

The collegewas also awarded a
$1.5 million Title I11 grant for the
years 1988-1993.

Also during his tenure, the col-
lege experienced considerable
growth and achievement. Specifi-
cally, said Schwanke, under Ary’s
leadership, thecollegeexperienced
positive enrollment growth with
full-time equivalency numbers
(statistics which determine state
funding) growingfromalow of 735
in 1984-85 to highs of 1,247 in
1995-96 and 1,210 in 2001-02.

Contributing factors to the
growth of the college were the ad-
dition of several academic pro-
gramsincludingnursing and dental
hygieneaswell astheacquisitionof
venturecapital throughtwosignifi-
cant grant sources.

Because of the growth of thein-
stitution, two new buildings were
constructed during Ary’stenure.

The Health Sciences Building
was completed in 1991 and the
20,000 squarefoot Bedker Memo-

rial Complex, themost recent addi-
tion to the campus, wasfinished in
October 1997.

A 6,000 sguare foot addition to
theNorthwest KansasCultural Arts
Center wasalsoincludedinthecon-
struction project. Fiscal conservar
tism under Ary’s leadership al-
lowed the college to fund this ex-
pansi onwithout placing anew bur-
den on the taxpayers of Thomas
County. Theretirement andrestruc-
turing of theschool’ sexisting debit,
dollars alocated from the general
fund, and private donations were
utilized to fund the construction,
shesaid.

“1 have seriously contemplated
retiring for several months,” said
Ary.

“Although | had considered an-
nouncing my retirementinApril, it
did not seem appropriate owing tc
theretirement of theacademic dean
Gracemary Melvin.

“Therewasanumber of summer
staffing concerns to be addressec
followingthedean’ sretirement. \We
hired several key instructors and
staff membersto fill vacant posi-
tions.”

In addition to his duties at the
college, Ary hasserved aspresident
of the Jayhawk Athl etic conference,
whichrepresentsthe 19 community
collegesin Kansas, andwasel ectec
by theKansasCouncil of Presidents
to serve as President of the council
for two successiveyears.

Hewasoneof thefounding | ead-
erswho conceived theideaand di-
rected the establishment of Edu-
Kan, a consortium of six commu-
nity colleges, whichdeliversonline
course work to place-bound stu-
dents.

“EduKan is one of the greatest
success storiesin higher education
inKansas,” Ary said.

“Enrollments are growing at &
rate of 25 percent each year. Itis
recognized asamodel program.”

Ary and hiswife, Delores, have
two adult sons: Victor, an engineer
inTulsa, Okla.; and Vaughn, an at-
torney inthejudgeadvocatebranch
of the Marine Corpsin San Cle-
mente, Calif.
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Work continued this week at the future site of Truck Town, north of the Oasis Travel Center. Colby
building inspector Doug Lewis said concrete work has been going on at the site and the building
floor was slated to be poured today and building setup is scheduled to begin next week. When
completed, the business will include a showroom and work area for truck parts and repair as
wellas atruck wash. Lewis didn't know when construction will be completed. Woofter Construc-
tion is contractor for the project.
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