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Showers and
storms likely

Theforecast

Tonight...Showersand thun-
derstorms likely after 7 p.m.
Mostly cloudy withalow inthe
low 60s. South southeast wind
10 to 15 mph. Wednesday —
Showers and thunderstorms
likely before 7 a.m. Partly clou-
dy with highsin the high 80s.
South southeast wind 7 to 14
mph. Wednesday night —A 40
percent chance of thunder-
storms before 1 a.m. Partly
cloudy withlowsinthehigh50s.
South wind between 9 and 13
mph. Thursday — Partly
cloudy withahighnear 90. south
wind between 7 and 9 mph.

Temperatures

Monday’shigh, 91

L ow thismorning, 60

Records for this date, 105 in
1931 and 39in 1956

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8 am. today, 0.00

September’s precipitation,
0.00

Soil temperature, 72

Water Terms

*WaterWatch — Demand for
3 consecutive days exceeds 3.5
million gallons per day.

*WaterWarning — Demand
for 3 consecutive days exceeds
4.0 million gallons per day.
City will begin conservation ef-
forts.

*WaterEmergency — De-
mand for 3 consecutive days
exceeds4.5 million gallons per
day. No outdoor watering al-
lowed along with other conser-
vation efforts.

Water Use

Sept. 2, 3,4and5averagewas
2,314,600 gallons

The sour ces:

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-TEMP.

State’s relief
efforts take
many forms

WAMEGO (AP) — Those who
think “The Wizard of Oz” isthe
story of aKansasfarm girl singing
about rainbowsand skipping down
ayellow brick road in red dlippers
should think again.

There'salot moretotheworld of
Munchkins and witches than most
peoplerealize, asatrip throughthe
Wizard of Oz Museuminthisrural
town shows.

Thefascination for all things Oz
goes back more than a century but
was boosted by the 1939 movie
classic.

Ozfestival sarescattered around
the country, including one herein
October. Oz collectables are big
business.

Scores of Web sites are devoted
to Oz, and there' seventhelnterna-
tional Wizard of Oz Club. Asjust
about any Kansan knows, mention
the state beyond its borders and
there always seems to be some
obligatory Ozreference, suchas: “I
don’t think we're in Kansas any-
more.”

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help
Meetings are Open to the Public
City Hall Basement
Mondays & Thursdays - 8:30 p.m.

Rautine screcning ond prompt
frectment can reduce deaths from
bresst ond cervical concar.
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Enrollment set for after school

The Thomas County Interagency Coalition in conjunc-
tion with area businesses and organizations is conducting
anafter school programfor studentsinthird, fourthandfifth
grades, said Kim Chain, regional prevention center. The
purposeof theafter school programisto provideasafeplace
for childrento go after school wheretrained adultsprovide
healthy snacksand constructiveactivities. Theprogramwill
run Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, starting Monday,
Sept. 12 and continuing through Thursday, Nov. 17, at the
Colby Community Building. Transportation from Colby
Grade School to the community building will be provided
by the Colby School District; however, parents must pick
their child upfromthecommunity buildingat 5:15 p.m. For
questionsor to enroll, call Chain at 460-8177.

Hospital auxiliary recycle sale near
The Citizens Medical Center Auxiliary is sponsoring a
recycle sale, 7:30 am. to noon, Saturday, Sept. 17, at 545
Woofter Ave. All holiday decorations and miscellaneous
itemsin good condition are being accepted for the sal e, but
noclothingisneeded. Donationsmay beleft at 545Woofter
onThursday, Sept. 15, from8am. to8p.m. and Friday, Sept.
16, from 10 a.m. to noon and againfrom 5to 8 p.m. All pro-
ceedswill gotoward hospital improvements. For questions,

Briefly

call Carolyn Miller, 462-6896 or 462-7777 or (785) 443-
1584.

Leadership project Wednesday

Thisyear’sL eadership Thomas County class project will
takeplacefrom8:15to 11 a.m. at Colby High School Wednes-
day.“MotorcycleMary” will betalkingto seniorsabout bud-
geting and other issues.

‘Kids For Safety’ event planned
TheThomas County Health Department isagain offering
its “Kids for Safety,” from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m., Wednesday,
Sept. 28, at the Colby Community Building. Highlights of
the event include water safety demonstrations, music and
other |earning experiences. Everyone, youngand old, isen-
couraged to attend, said JuanitaDewey, adminstrator. More
detailswill appear in alater edition of the Free Press.

Orchestrato begin rehearsals

The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra beginsits 25th season
with rehearsals planned from 7:30 to 9 p.m., Monday, Sept.
12, inthe Colby High School band room. All musiciansare
invited to join the orchestra, said Sharon Kriss, one of the
members. M usi ciansspan awiderangeof vocationsand ages
(middle school to retirees) from communities throughout

northwest Kansas and northeast Colorado, she said. “Our
repertoirerangesfromclassical to pop,” Krisssaid. “No au-
ditions are required,” she said, “only alove of music and
commitment tothiscommunity service.” For questions, call
Krissat 460-2800 or Mary Shoaff, 462-2391.

Chorus rehearses every Tuesday

TheHi-Plains Harmony Chorus of Sweet Adelines holds
rehearsals every Tuesday at 7:30 pm. at the Colby United
Methodist Church, 950 S. Franklin Ave. All female singers
areencouragedtoattend anytime. Larry Patterson of Norton
isthedirector.

Square dance Saturday in Colby

The Golden Buckle Square Dancers are planning adanc-
ing event Saturday, starting at 8 p.m. at the Colby Commu-
nity Building. SteveBailey, Holdrege, Neb., will call for the
square dance. Visitorsare welcome.

Share signhup next week

Heartland Share signup for September begins today and
continuethrough Friday, at the State Farm Insurance office,
905E. 4th, Colby. Theorder will goinMonday, Sept. 12, and
delivery will be Saturday, Sept. 24. For questions, call 460-
3579.

Flying T-shirts

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Technology Student Association members from the Colby
School District and project manager Ray Duffey (kneeling)
launched T-shirts with a launcher they built during half-time
at the Colby High School Eagles football season opener Fri-
day atDennenField. Students participating in the project were
Curtis Fulwider, Zac Cardwell, and Karlton Leiker (not pic-
tured) with Brian Saddler (right) and Cody Duffey (standing).

How can anyone have enough

nerve to break a 5 year olds heart?

That is exactly what happened on the week of August 7th. My 5
year old son’s heart was crushed when someone in this town had
enough nerve to enter our yard and steal my son’s motorcycle.
Please help his heart mend. We are looking for a little Kawasaki
50, it has a lime green and white body with a black seat. It also has
a set of homemade training wheels and 01 on the front and on both
sides. If anyone has any information PLEASE contact the Colby
Police Department at 785-460-4460.

Celebrating Hometown Life

(available in trade area only)

See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the
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“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

Judge seals case; no explanation

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Thomas County juvenile case
has been closed by ajudge’sorder,
but the judgerefusesto explain.

“Thejudgejust put agagorder on
that case,” Thomas County Attor-
ney AndreaWyrick told court clerks
last Tuesday after meeting with
Magistrate Judge Richard Ress.

Kansas law allows the public to
have accessto court recordsunless
they are sealed by ajudge. Anyone
can go to the clerk of the district
court’s office and ask to see case
records.

Officialsmay ask for therequest
inwriting.

Many case files also can be
viewed under the state’ selectronic
filing system, called Full Court
Accounting System.

The system tracks all the docu-
mentsfiledin each case, aswell as
any other activity, such as bonds,
probation requirements or restitu-
tion payments. If acaseis closed,

though, it does not appear on the
system.

State law allowsjudgesto close
casesinvolvingjuvenilesunder the
ageof 14. However, Ressrefusedto
disclosethenatureof thecase Tues-
day, involving one or more chil-
dren, or why it was closed.

“1’m not going to talk about it,”
hesaid.

“A gag order doesn’t include
keeping peoplefromlooking at the
caseunlessitispart of agrandjury,
aninquisitionor closed by statestat-
ute,” said Ron Keefover, spokes-
man for the Office of Judicial Ad-
ministration in Topeka.

Wyrick did not return calls on
Wednesday. District Judge Glenn
Schiffner said since he didn’t
handlejuvenile cases, he could not
explain why Ress closed the case.

District Judge Jack Burr of Good-
land, Schiffner and Ress’ superior,
saidtheFreePresscould ask to see
acopy of Ress' order closing the
case.

Heal so saidthenewspaper could
fileamotionasking for areview by
adistrict judge.

“The order should say specifi-
cally why the case was closed,”
Burr said.

Burr, as chief judge for the 15th
Judicial District, overseescourtsin
Thomas, Logan, Sheridan, Chey-
enne, Sherman, Wallace and Raw-
linsCounties.

“1’mnot goingto comment about
thecase,” Ress said when asked tc
disclose the nature of the case anc
produceacopy of theorder closing
it

The Free Press called Keefover
a second time, asking how to pro-
ceed. “I'll call the chief judge anc
call you back,” he said.

After a30-minutedel ay, Ressfi-
nally talked alittle about the case.

“If | sealed acase,” he said, “it
wouldbebecauseof ajuvenile sage
and to protect thevictim.”

So far, he has not produced the
order.

State sees no signs of gas gouging

TOPEKA (AP) — Although
phone calls complaining about the
high price of gasoline have in-
creased substantially inrecent days,
the Kansas Attorney Genera’s of -
fice saysit has found no evidence
of price gouging at state gas sta-
tions.

But Attorney Gen. Phill Kline
warned Friday that any complaints
about price gouging would be ag-
gressively investigated.

Thelack of any obviousgouging
may result from lessons station
owners learned after the Sept. 11

terrorist attacks, when 140 gas sta-
tionsin the state ultimately agreed
toasettlement related to pricegoug-
ing.

“1 don't believe we'll see any of
it thistime,” said Kyle McNorton,
general manager of Topeka-based
Capital City Qil, agasolinewhole-
saler and retailer. “On Sept. 11,
thereweresomepeoplewho pushed
thepanicbutton. A lot of timesthey
weren't knowingly gouging, but it
happened, and it didn’t need to”

And Lawrence resident Dale
Miller said Klineislooking in the

wrong place for suspected price
gougers.

“You might want totalk to Saudi
Arabia about that,” said Miller, &
retired gas station owner.

Kline's spokesman, Jan Luns-
ford, said the office follows agen-
eral rule, upheld by courts, that
gouging begins when prices were
morethan 2.5 timestheir previous
levels. GasolinepricesbeforeHur-
ricaneK atrinawereabout $2.60 per
gallon, meaning priceswould have
to reach more than $6 a gallon be-
fore gouging was suspected.

Bankwest

Big Brothers/Big Sisters
City of Rexford

Colby Child Care Assn.
Sacred Heart CYO
Dillons

Farm Bureau

Farmers & Merchants Bank
Colby Fire Department
First National Bank
Heartland Christian School
Hi-Plains Co-op

Knights of Columbus
Colby High Plains Lions
People's State Bank
Rotary Club

S& T Telephone

Sacred Heart School
Thomas County Shrine Club
Thomas County 4-H Clubs
Whyrick’s Law Officee
Clair & LaRita Schrock
Brenda & Dennis Herl
Doug Brown

Val & Darrell Wark

Don Morton

Cliff Harris

Jennifer Woofter

Jo Kready

Damon Glover

Judy Linville

Jim Brownn & Church of

Tina Harris

Christ Group from Littleton, Co.
All otherswho donated items, stepped in to work and help out at the last minute -

KerryWark  Chad Zimmerman
Melinda Morton

THANK YOU  THANK YOU « THANK YOU

The Thomas County Amusement Association would like to thank the following people and
businesses for their services, donations and support to make the 2005 carniva at the Thomas
County Fair their biggest and best ever. When you are out and about, please take time to thank
them for their continued support for the Amusement Association.

Omar Weber

Mary Ann & Keith Downing

KXXX/KQLS“The Ride”

Colby Free Press

Colby College Media

Colby Ag Center

Midwest Energy

Martin Tractor

Ron & Cheryl Kogler

Thomas County Fairboard

LeRoy’s Printing

Western Sprinklers

Dunk Tank Dunkees

Karen Raymond

Tera Raymond

Cindy Marsh

Mike & Jackie Wiens Family

Becky & Jeff Kippert

Mary Lou Jones

Doug & Joni Ketchum
Family

James & Connie Ritter
Family

Brice & Amber Barton

Linda Vrbas

U-Save

David Tole

Hazel Estes

Bill Dible

Betty Voss

Wilma Pabst

Thomas County Sheriff’s Dept.

Heather Griggs

Thank You Very Much!

Wanda Brown
Ron Donley

Jeana Simpson Family
Aaron Morton

Josh Weed

John & DonaWhite
Samatha Sabatka
Susan Holzmeister
Amanda Seeman

Brad & Amy Wildeman
Carolyn Miller
Martina Urban

Zach Cardwell

Tom Harrison

Daryl & Marilyn Meyer
Judy

Gary & Pat Sloan
Leon & Sharon Woofter
Nate Harter

Diane Wilson

Larry Struckmeyer
Karen & LJO'Ned
Lacy O'Nead

“Ma’ Merle Snyder
Virginia Umberger
Paul & Sharon Stecle
Orscheln’s of Colby
John Tweed

Robert Dible

Delores Leak

Brenda & Robert Keith
Maria Platon

Kaid Wark

Tim Moeder

Tom Wallsmith




