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Blood donors,
volunteers needed

To The Colby Free Press:

The need for blood remains constant, while many factors
strain the supply. Blood usage continuesto rise every year as
alarge portion of the population ages and medical facilities,
such asheart surgery unitsand cancer centers, improvetech-
niques and technologies.

The American Red Crossis continuously working hard to
ensureastableblood supply isavailablefor patientswhenthey
needit. If youwait until anemergency to donate, itistoolate,
asittakes48hourstotest bloodfor safety and may not beavail -
able. We cannot stockpile blood and platelets to get through
tough months — we wish we could, but blood only lasts 42
days. Steady, regular donationsare needed to hel p areahospi-
tal patientsday in and day out.

We need 500 bl ood donorseach day in Kansasand northern
Oklahomaalone.

Donating bloodisasimple, selflessact that takesabout one
hour, with the actual donation only taking about seven min-
utes. Please make donating blood part of your community re-
sponsibility. Every two secondssomeoneintheUnited States
needsblood. Donating regularly ensuresbloodisavailableat
amoment’snoticewhen it isneeded to savealife.

Our blood drive will be from noon to 6 p.m., Wednesday,
Sept. 14, at the Colby Community Building.

Most medications are not cause for deferral. It is recom-
mended donors drink plenty of water before and after their
blood donation.

We are especially in need of volunteersto help unload the
truck at 10 a.m. and help reload thetruck at 6:15 p.m.

For donors wanting to make an appointment for the next
drive, call 1-800-GIVE LIFE (4483-5433)

For questions or information about donating or learn how
to volunteer, call Jo Cheney, 462-2082.

Jo Cheney,
blood drivechair in Colby
(Letter #69)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 e mail: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso
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Recovery, rebL

People are complaining about how long it's
been taking thefedsto respond to the aftermath
of HurricaneKatrinain New Orleansand therest
of thesouthern statesrecovering fromthestorm.

The government might’ ve been slow to get
necessary resourcesintoplacebut | didn’t seethe
rest of the country hanging back.

Instead, astheweek woreon, | heardmoreand
more about people organizing drives for dona-
tionsand more.

| went homefor lunchon Thursday and turned
onthetelevision andthereon oneof theWichita
channelswasone of their newscastersat adrive
they organized and it was more of the samethe
next day.

Even herein Colby, our own Red Cross vol-
unteers have headed down with training to start
to send even more.

Such aresponsemakesmeproudtosay I'ma
Kansan and an American.

People are starting to come together when it
matters most, when the chips are down, Ameri-
cans arere-learning what it is to have compas-
sion for their fellow man.

President Bush’sbrand of compassionatecon-
servatism aside, normal average everyday
Americansarethereal heroes.

Moviedirector John Hughesoncesaid people
canliveinthesameneighborhood all their lives
and never know their story.

Therewasan M SNBC blogcommentary about
how Bush’s|eadership in this case was non-ex-
istent and it’s the president’s place to “protect
people and keep the order.”

In his defense (yes, Hades is going to freeze
over), | think people are definitely lobbing the
criticism thewrong way.

We' redealing with one of the biggest bureau-
cracies on the planet. Not to mention the fact it
takestimeto mobilize resources, devel op plans
and decide who and what is going where.

Tisha Cox

® Off The
Beaten Path
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It's going to take time to restore order and
infrastructure and first and foremost, deal with
thethousandsof peopleevacuated fromthecity
of New Orleansalone.

Plusthereareconflicting reportsof how wide-
spread flooding is in the city and how much
damage has actually been done.

On amorepersonal note. ..

Images of what Hurricane Katrina has done
totheGulf Coast and New Orleansin particul ar
have stuck with methis past week.

Thankstothisand anevent earlier thisyear, |
now have bitter-sweet memories of the trip |
took to the Big Easy two years ago.

My father, Gary Cox, wasworkinginLouisi-
anatwoyearsagowhenmy younger sister Chris
and | drovedownto visit. Wetook aday tripto
New Orleans and did some sight-seeing.

One of the first things my dad pointed out
when wereached downtown New Orleanswas
the Superdome.

We walked up and down the entire length of
Bourbon Street, meanderingin and out of shops
and barsfromtheAbsinthe Bar, over 200 years
oldandoneof pirate Jean L fitte’ sfavoritehang-
outsto Marie Laveau’'s House of Voodoo.

Thethree of useven paid avisitto St. Louis
Cemetery No. 1, where the Voodoo Queen is
buriedinoneof New Orleans’ citiesof thedead.
Onthat tripwelearned for ourselvesthey don’t
bury peoplein the ground in New Orleans. In-

”

1lding takes time

stead they use crypts.

The French Quarter was amazing, many of
the old buildings having been converted to
hotels or other business, many of them with
verandahs overlooking the street.

We also saw L ake Ponchartrain, going over
it onthel-10 causeway.

It hasto be one of the biggest bodies of war
ter | have ever seen.

I’ ve been thinking alot about that trip since
thefirstwarningsabout thehurricanecameout.
| wonder if | ever go back if those placeswill
still be there or gone because of the storm and
flooding.

I know it won’t be the same. Everything
changes. Nothing ever staysthe same.

If we ever go back, our father won't be go-
ing with us. Hedied in May, of colon cancer.

Asl said, my memoriesarenow bitterswest,
but not sad.

They could never be sad and they’ ve been
madeall themorepreciousbecauseof anevent
that no one could have prevented.

Maybe someday 1’1l go back, when they’ re
donerebuilding.

| knowwhenit'sall saidand done, many lives
will be lost and many more will be changed
forever. But that's the important thing — the
living.

They'll haveto keep onliving, moving for-
ward, making new memories.

And when the rebuilding is complete anc
people’slivesareback tonormal, they will have
madememoriesof al that hashappened, good
and bad.

They will have risen above. | hope that’s
what people remember the most.

*kkkk

Tisha Coxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

What Is emergency management?

| am Jim Engel, your Thomas County Emer-
gency Management and 911 director. | livein
Colby and havepreviously worked for the Tho-
masCounty Sheriff’sOfficefor over nineyears.
| have alovely wife, Tammi, and two wonder-
ful kids, Justin and Jared.

Therehavebeen many peopl ethat haveasked
what | do. When | say that | am the director of
Emergency Management, they say “like EM S,
right?’

ThomasCounty Emergency Medical Service
isitsowndistinct and separateentity directed by
Kathi Wright. Emergency Management works
through an integrated emergency management
system that is aconceptual framework that in-
creasesemergency management capabilitiesby
networking.

That increased capability would not bereadily
available, especially inadisaster, without estab-
lishing prior networking, coordination, linkages,
interoperability, partnershipsand creativethink-
ing about resource shortfalls.

The system should address all hazards that
threaten acommunity, beresourceful inall four
phases of emergency management, seek re-

Jim Engel
(- y | @ Emergency
4 Management

911 director

sourcesfromany andall sourcesthat areappro-
priate, and knit together all partnerships and
participantsfor amutual goal. During timesof
disaster and grief, emergency management has
beenworking either behind thescenesor onthe
forefront of managing logistics of emergency
operations. Emergency Management is made
up of four, specific and overlapping phases:
Muitigation, Preparedness, Responseand Recov-
ery. Asall of you have heard lately, Hurricane
Katrinahas dealt quite ablow to the southeast-
ern United States and to amuch lesser amount,
the whole country. It seems that everybody is
affected in some way by catastrophic natural
disaster. Citizenscan preparethemselvesforthe

worstin several different areas. You can start at
home by trimming trees from around power
lines, elevating utilities, taking stepsto reduce
your basement to the effects of flooding, keep-
ing adisaster kit and preparing yourself and your
family by taking CPR courses and first aid
courses and volunteering for agencies like the
American Red Cross, Salvation Army or other
non-profit organizationsthat hel p peopleintime
of need.

You can even get involved by becoming &
trained weather spotter and/or becoming an
amateur radio operator. Amateur radio canbea
funhobby that canturnintoalifesavingneedfor
somepeople. The Salvation Army Team Emer-
gency Radio Network is made up of amateur
radio operators that relay health and welfare
communicationsto the regions of theworld af -
fected by disaster. Donationsaregraciously ac-
cepted by organizations such as the American
Red Cross. If anyonewouldliketotalk to me,
my officeislocatedinthebasement of the Tho-
mas County Courthouse at 300 N. Court. My
phonenumber is 785-460-4516 or e-mail meat
tcem@st-tel.net
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