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Businessman asks
why no local bids

K eeping your money intown?

| may be wrong but on the other hand | may beright. |
think Colby spends alot of money on ads to get Colby
peopletospendtheir money in Col by tosupportlocal busi-
nesses and keep our stores open. Now what | would like
toknowiswhy the Colby Housing hashired anout of town
and out of county roofing company to do the work on
Southpark and another building that is being run by the
City of Colby.

Thisseemsto beaback stabbing deal to me. Yes, wedo
have a company in Colby that has the man power to do
thejob.

Now theway | seeit, we lost thousands of dollarsfor
labor and materia sout of thecity of Col by that wouldhave
been spent threetimesover tohelplocal business. | know
lumber yardsherein Colby that would haveloved to sell
thematerialsfor thesejobs. But no, spend themoney out
of town.

Now if the City of Colby can’t keep our local business
and labor intownwhy should any of uslocal peoplewant
to shop Colby?Theold saying iswhat we seeiswhat we
do.

| read the paper every day and | did not seewhere bids
wereto betakenonthisjob. A local constructioncompany
was not asked to bid — having a chanceto either bid or
turnit down. I would haveliked to have been ableto see
about bidding and putting acrew together but didn’t have
a chance.

DavisKnowles
Colby
(Letter #70)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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BUT THERE IS SOME
GOOD NEWS... I
SAVED A BPUNDLE
ON MY CAR
BY SWITCHING TO
GEIGO!
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We need to help one another

When | interviewed Lori Koster on Tues-
day aflood of memoriescametomind. While
I’venever beenevacuated fromahome, I’ ve
been required to be prepared to do so.

The circumstances did not include a hur-
ricane, butlikeLori, | toowasamilitary wife
whohadtokeepher family preparedtoleave
inamoments' notice.

My children’sdad wasinthemilitary and
wewere stationed in Germany at the height
of the Iran hostage crisis. Asamilitary de-
pendent, | was trained how to get my chil-
dren to asafe haven evacuation point in the
happenstancewehadto quickly returntothe
United States.

| canempathizewith L ori’scommentsthat
itissometimesdifficult to keep themission
asthefirst priority, setting one’s spouse as
second and do things aone.

LikeLori, I lived monthsonendwithout a
spouse asthe 24/7 caregiver for minor chil-
dren. And like Lori, it saddens me that we
have Americans out and about who don’t
support our nation’s leaders, particularly
President Bush, and themilitary personnel.

Excuseme, but aren’t thesethe peoplewho
continually makeit possiblefor ustolivein
afreenation?

Aren’'t they the peoplewho put their lives
intheline of fire so peoplein other nations
cantry andlivewithout the strongholdsand
savage leadership of those like Saddam
Hussein?

I’m sure soldiers who are coming back
from that war could tell us horror stories
about women and children being raped and
killed by the former Iragi regime.

Butarewelisteningtothem, or arewelis-
tening to women like Cindy Sheehan who
run around the country bashing President
Bushfor her son’sdeath. I’ msureSheehan’s

Jan Katz
Ackerman

« From Where
| stand

son’sknew all too well when hejoined the
military hemight dieinawar hemight have
tofight.

From where| stand, Sheehan’swar pro-
testing efforts are doing nothing but des-
ecrate the memory of her son and all his
comradeswhich havefallen before him.

And if the war has saved one woman or
child from being raped or killed it's been
worthmy tax dollarsandworthmy support.

Women like Cindy Sheehan need to fun-
nel their grief into something positive and
hel pkeepAmericafree. Something positive
like protecting the daughters, a daughters-
in-law and someday grandchild from the
likes of Saddam Hussein.

Lori’s evacuation from the devastating
hurricane which ravaged the southern bor-
der of our nation isonly aglimpse of what
could happen if wedidn'tliveinafreena
tion. Put asidethedestruction caused by the
hurricane and think about what our nation
would belikeif wedidn’t livein ademoc-
racy.

Watching television coverage of the hur-
ricane should bring to mind not only the
gticksandmortar that lay strewnabout. Each
and every one of us should ask ourselves
what the cost would be if each and every
item was a body. When we ook at those
photographs, we needed to imaginethede-
brisasbodies.

Bodies which could be lying in a mass
grave put there by terrorists.

How familiar do we want to become to
the term evacuees?

Who would have ever thought Ameri-
canswould ever again be using that word
for some of our own?

While the current wave of evacueesis
fromahurricane, weneedto beaskingour-
selvesjust how close dowewant Americe
to resembleathird-world country?

If wedon't step up to the plate and sup-
port our country as the best nation in the
world, wejust might stumble. I’ d bet there
arethousandsof evacuees who areal ready
thinking our nation has stumbled.

Talk hasalready surfaced about whether
the hurricanewas an act God willed or al-
lowed to clean up our society.

All1"ll say about that debateis| believe
it's our nation’s materialistic and unholy
mindset whichisgoingtotakeusdownthe
tubeif we don’t change our ways.

But, asfar asour evacuees go, there are
thousands out there wishing they just had
somefood and ablanket.

Thoseof uswho have, needto becontrib-
uting to those who arein need. Not in my
lifetimedid| think I’ d bethinking of ways
to help arefugee.

How about you?

All | can say issomething my late-mom
usedtosay, “ Therebut by thegraceof God
| trod.”

*kkk*

Jan Katz Ackerman isareporter for the
Colby Free Press. Her column appear
Thursdays.E-mail ackermanjk@rural-
tel.net.

Alrlines are doing less for more

Isn'titjust purepleasuretofly thefriendly
skies these days? I’'m sure there are mule
trainsthat offer morejoy per mile.

I know that airlineshavebeen hard-hit fi-
nancially, but what management genius
cameupwiththeideathat - hey, | know, let's
cut back on the employeesthat serve the
public, eliminate everything from mealsto
movies, charge customers for servicesthat
should come with the price of aticket, jam
people onto the planes like chickensin a
cage, eventakeaway thoselittlepillowsthat
offered amodicumof comfort...andthenrun
TV adsthat show delighted customersand
happy-go-lucky workers skipping along
together and singing Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.

Yet, we might soon remember the un-
pleasantness of today’stravel redlity asthe
good ol’ days, for theindustry’s bosses are
scheming on new waysto do less for
customers...while charging more. For ex-

Jim
Hightower

® Guest
Commentary

ample, why should you get a seat that re-
clinesand haspadded armrestsfor nothing,
you bum?Airlinesarethinking they could
charge extrafor such frills.

Also, while the companies already are
charging passengers for boxed lunches,
they’ re now looking at the revenue possi-
bilities of adding afeefor youtouseatray
table. Luxury isn't free, bucko.

Thenthereareyour bags. Why shouldair-
linescheck, load and unload themfor nada?
Since adding a charge for thisis expected
totick off awholelot of travel ers, thesavvy
executives are contemplating a phase-in

strategy, beginning by assessing a fee for
priority baggage service. For ten bucks or
S0 per bag, you could get yours unloaded
ahead of all the deadbeats standing around
the baggage carousel scowling at you.

Thenickel-and-dimingispractically un-
limited.

Who says your orange juice should be
free? An aisle or window seat could come
at apremium.

That flight attendant call button and the
littleair vents could be equipped with coin
dots.

Thecustomer might alwaysberight ... but
there' |l beafeefor thatinthefriendly skies.

*kkk*k

JimHightower isabest-sellingauthor. He
can bereached viaemail at: www.jimhigh-
tower.com The preceding column was dis-
tributed by Minuteman Media. Their email
addressis. www.minutemanmedia.org
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