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Hopelessness lifts
INn New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS(AP)—Burnt-
orangerubblefromterra-cottatiles,
wrenched from roofsand scattered
about the French Quarter, wait in
neat piles for collection along the
curb. Bourbon Streetiscleaner than
it ever isduring Mardi Gras. And
Donald Jones, a 57-year-old life-
long resident, is no longer armed
when walking his street.

“Thefirst fivedays| never went
out of my house without my gun,
now | don’t carry it,” Jones said,
startingtolaugh. “Theonly people
| meetismilitary.”

Though 50 percent of New Or-
leansremainsfloodedandteamsare
still working to recover the dead,
there are signsthat hopel essnessis
beginning to lift two weeks after
Hurricane Katrina plowed ashore.

“Eachday there'salittlebit of an
improvement,” Coast Guard Vice
Adm. Thad W. Allen, commander
of the New Orleansrelief efforts,
told NBC News on Sunday night.
“Andintheendrun, maybeaweek,
two weeks from now, someone’s
going to wake in the morning and
havesomethingthey didn’t havethe
day before, and that’shope.”

President Bush will get hisfirst
up-close look at the destructionin
New Orleanson Monday. He spent
thenight aboardthe USSIwo Jima,
an amphibious assault ship an-
chored in the Mississippi River in
front of the convention center,
where thousands of people waited
insgualor for daysbeforebeingres-
cued.

Bushalsoplannedtotour thedev-
astated town of Gulfport, Miss.

The waters in New Orleans,
which once covered 80 percent of
the city, have pulled back far
enough to allow for a scenic drive
down Esplanade Avenue, past the
handsome, columned two-story
home where French painter Edgar
Degas once lived to the New Or-
leans Museum of Art in City Park.

The same can be said for Saint
Charles Avenue. While many
homes are deserted and the old
green street cars are gone, the
beauty of the Greek Revival and
Victorian homes, fronted by a
canopy of live oaks, overwhelms
the sight of debris piled along the
roadway.

“l think it’s livable,” said John

Fight over
records
continues

TOPEKA (AP) — Partisans
fighting over Attorney General
Phill Kline's pursuit of abortion
clinic records have burned up a
good deal of timeportrayingit asa
battle over something other than
abortion.

Kline's fellow abortion oppo-
nents have emphasized Kline's
stated desire to go after predators
who sexually abuse young girls.
County prosecutors who' ve sided
withKlinehavesaid he' sal sofight-
ingtopreservetheir ability toinves-
tigate crime.

Theclinics, operated in Wichita
by Dr. George Tiller and in Over-
land Park by Planned Parenthood of
Kansas and Mid-Missouri, argue
the sanctity of patients’ medical
recordsisat stake. If Klineprevails,
no one's medical records may be
private, they contend.

But anhour’sworth of arguments
last week before the Kansas Su-
preme Court andthe spin surround-
ing them only served to emphasize
that abortionistheissue.

Klineis aggressively pursuing

L opez, whomovedtoNew Orleans
fromtheNew York City areaabout
ayear ago. “If they got running
water to all these buildingsthat are
obviously inhabitable, they could
get the city cleaned up alot faster
because people would be cleaning
up their own blocks and their own
neighborhoods.”

Lopez and others are among
those in the city who survived the
hurricaneat home, refusedthesub-
sequent order to leave and have
started to clean up their neighbor-
hoods. While they are worried
about authorities forcing them to
evacuate, there sofar have beenno
reportsthat’ shappenedin New Or-
leans.

Starting Monday, businesses
ownersin the central commercial
districtwill beabletoget temporary
passes into the city so they can re-
trieve vital records or equipment
needed to pay employees or other-
wiseruntheir companies, said state
police spokesman Johnny Brown.

While there were clear signs of
progress, floodwatersdoremainin
large areas of the city. And even
those areas that finally dried out
over the weekend were coveredin
a brown film emitting nauseating
fumes, with littleleft to salvage.

Authorities raised Louisiana’s
death toll to 197 on Sunday, and
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Wanted

Harvesting wanted. Corn, soybeans,
milo, sunflowers and millet. Competitive
rates with 12 row and 8 row equipment
available. Grant Watermann 719-342-
1091 cell 719-348-5444.
—9/7—10/27——-

House cleaning in the tri-state area.
Trustworthy, dependable and reason-
ably priced. Please ask for Stepanie,
785-675-2321.

—8/17—9/12——

Pets for Sale

Lhaso Apso puppies, registered with
lineage, 1 male, 2 females, white/brown/
black. 785-460-0125.
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