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Listening tour shows
Issues of concern

To The Colby Free Press:
| recently completed my ninth annual Big First Listen-

ing Tour, holding town hall meetings in each of the 69

countiesintheFirst Congressional District.
| appreciated meetingwithall thosein Thomas County

who took time out of their day to share their ideas and
concernswith me. Asyour representative, it'skey for me

to understand what i ssues K ansans want their congress-
man to focuson.

My effortsin Washington, D.C. remain much thesame
today, asthey werewhen | wasfirst elected. To see that
wehavealittle prosperity inthe Kansascommunitieswe

cal home.
However, we have our work cut out for us. While our
economy has showed signs of improvement, the costs of

doing business and raising afamily, from fuel pricesto

health care costs, continueto grow.

I will continue my effortsto easethese burdensfor the

people of Kansas.
If therewereany issuesthat wedid not get to discuss of

if you were unableto attend, you can always contact me

through my website at: www.house.gov/moranks01/
Itisatremendousprivilegetorepresent Kansasin Con-

gress. Please let me know how | can better serveyou in

thefuture.

| pledge to work for you, and with you, to make good

things happen for Kansas.
Congressman Jerry Moran

First District Kansas

(Letter #71)

Commentstoany opinionsexpressed onthispageareencour-
aged. Mail themtotheColby Free Press, 155W. 5th St., Colby,
Kan., 67701. Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or

pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 email: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Animals have their own tale

With all the heart-wrenching stories result-
ingfromHurricaneKatrina, it ssddensmeeven
morewhen| hear about theanimal sleft behind.

Whilel believe peopleshould alwayscome
firstinacrisis, referringtoHurricaneKatrina,
itisstill difficulttothink about havingtoleave
apet behind.

Althoughsomeanimal loversmight takelos-
ing apet in stride— for countless others— it
has got to be horrible.

Maybe | sound “shallow” or that | am plac-
ing prioritiesinthewrong order— maybecall
metoo emotional, but being apet owner my-
self and having children who nurtured petsall
their lives— | cannot help but feel sorrow.

Whenever tragedy strikes, i.e., fire, tornado,
flood, hurricane, or other disaster, split deci-
sionsmust bemade. Fortunately, | havenever
had to make thiskind of decisionand | pray |
never will haveto.

Peoplecomefirst, but that doesn’t meanthe
devastation wouldn’t haunt me for weeks,
monthsor evenmy lifetime, depending onthe
severity of the crisisand what my pets might
have endured.

In the event therewouldn’t be enough time
to get a pet, | would hope they could get out
themselves — somehow.

Ever since | can remember, my family has
aways had pets around. We had dogs, ham-
sters, guinea pigs and turtles — along with
even acouple of red foxes.

My brother worked for theHenson Robinson
Zooin Springfield, . many yearsagoanddur-
ing remodeling, he brought afew exotic ani-
malshomefromtimeto time.

Patty Decker
= "¥le Deep
~7 Thoughts

1

In fact, this same brother, owned a desert
tortoise named Tex. Logan had bought the
turtleat aroadside place near Troy at theage
of 10 or thereabouts. Hekept theturtleinabig
plastic pool and every day, Tex would go out
for exerciseinthehot, humid summer daysof
[llinois. During the winter, the turtle hiber-
nated. This cyclewent on for yearsuntil one
day my brother decided Tex deserved better
and so he and the turtle visited the St. Louis
Zoo. Apparently, the zoo people told Logan
they werethrilledtohaveadesert tortoiseand
would makesureTex wasgettinglotsof fresh
air and would be with other tortoise buddies.

Happily, Logangavethezoohisturtle. Then
about a year later, after returning from Viet
Nam, he went back to the zoo to visit Tex. |
have no ideahow L ogan would know which
oneof themany tortoi seswas Tex, but hedid.
Thebad part wasthat thezoo had given Tex a
homeinadark, damp pit located beneath the
sunny tortoise environment above.

Unhappy withthearrangement, my brother
went to the caretakers and demanded an ex-
planation. When he was told there were just
too many desert tortoises around, Logan in-
sisted on taking his tortoise back. Conse-
guently, Tex cameback homefor thenextfive

yearsor sountil abetter homewasfound el se-
where. In fact, Tex ended up at the zoo in
Springfield.

| supposethe point | wastryingtomakeis
how much my parents taught usto appreci-
ate al living things and how | have tried to
pass that message on to my own children.

Lookingback, | havelostalot of littlecrit-
terstooldageor other ailments, but each one
holdsaspecial placein heart.

Throughout theyears, | know my animals
have meant so muchto meas| am surethey
did to those in the south. Pets have been by
my side when | was happy or sad, sick or
healthy. Knowingthat | couldn’t doanything
intheir timeof need—well, it'ssomething|
don't really want to think aboui.

| certainly wouldn’t advocate for leaving
people behind — it'sjust that | feel alot of
compassion for those in the south who had
togiveup apet.

Yet there were alot of people evacuated
and, with animals, because some rescuers
were ableto take both.

This hurricane has shattered the world of
somany peopleand certainly petswereonly
oneaspect. Inthewordsof JamesHerriott,
All creaturesgreat and small, the Lord God
madethem all.”

EverythingfromthepointwhenHurricane
Katrinahit has changed these peopl€’slives
forever and, like most of us, | too pray for &
quick recovery in the south.

Decker is editor of the Free Press. She can
bereached by email: pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Response to Katrina overwhelming

InthetwoweekssinceHurricaneKatrinaso
devastatingly struck the southern United
States, | have been contacted by many Kan-
sans asking how to participatein the disaster
relief effort. Theheartfelt responseof Kansans
hasbeen overwhelmingandyet representative
of thecompassionand selflessnessthat | have
seen in the many men and women | have had
the pleasure of meeting over the yearsthat |
have represented our statein Washington.

I know | extend the sincere thanks of the
residentsof the Gulf Coast, the evacuees, and
the relief workers when | say thank you for
contributing andfor keeping thoseaffected by
thisdisaster in mind.

| hopeto list here some of the outlets that
Kansans can useto find out how they can be
of assistanceduringthesedifficulttimes. | am
pleased toannouncethat the Senatehaspassed
two supplemental emergency aid packages
totaling $62.3 billion to continue the critical
rescue and relief efforts for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

This reflects the Congress’ and the
president’scommitment to the peopledevas-
tated by the extreme disaster that struck the
Gulf Coast.

Over 65,000 activeduty and National Guard
personnel, including 200 from the Kansas
Guard, are in the Gulf Region conducting
search, rescue and voluntary evacuation op-
erations. They are restoring flooded roads,
building bridgesand clearing millionsof gal -

Pat
Roberts

® U.S. Senator

lons of contaminated flood water as well as
providing critical medical care, water and
food.

Many of the federal agencies have set up
special web-sitesand hotlinephonenumbers
that will behel pful duringthistimeof rebuild-
ing.

Whilel know therehasbeen criticismabout
thelocd, stateand federal responsesinthefirst
few days of the catastrophe, there are many
devel opmentsthat havesinceoccurredtoim-
prove the situation. Let me share with you
some of thefederal resourcesnow available:

The Federal Emergency Management A-
gency (FEMA) isthemainagency coordinat-
ing disaster assistance and relief. The
organi zation’ swebsite, www.fema.gov, pro-
videsinformation ondonating awidevariety
of items, volunteering, finding loved ones,
and applyingforaid. Pleasedo not hesitateto
call my office(202) 224-4774for moreinfor-
mation.

The Department of Labor recently created
the website http://www.jobsearch.org/
katrinajobs to connect workers impacted by
the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina

with employers who want to hire them.
Katrina Recovery Job Connections can also
be accessed through America’s Job Bank at
http://www.ajb.org

The Department of Education has set up
http://www.ed.gov/katrina, which provides
information for providing school suppliesto
displaced students. Regarding themany pub-
lic health and health-related services being
provided and organized by the Department of
Heal th and Human Services, including miss-
ing persons information, please visit http://
www.hhs.gov/katrina.

TheDepartment of Defensewebsite, http:/
/www.defenselink.mil/home/features/2005/
katrina/ can be accessed by military families
attemptingtolocatel oved ones, seeking coun-
seling and making general inquiries.

Thiswebsitemay al so beused by members
of theArmed Forcesoverseaslooking for in-
formation on their familiesin the Gulf Coast
region.

Lastly, the state of Kansas has set up &
websiteaswdll: http://www.ksready.gov/hur-
ri can_ Katrina.htm. | commend all Kansans
that have volunteered and donated to thisna-
tional disaster.

My thoughtsand prayersarewiththepeople
intheGulf Coast asweperseverethroughthis
difficult time.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.
202/224-4774

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

ST,
TRATION REFEATELLY
TGNORED FLOOD AARN-
INGS BECAUSE YOU
DONT BELIEVE -
//V SCIENCE ...

YOU GUTTED FEMA BECAUGE

YOU DON'T BELIEVE IN 176

MEGON, YOU IGNORED THE

GAG CRISIS BECAUSE YU LN

BELIEVE IN CONGERVATION ...
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SYNDICATE © 2005 G.B. Trudeau

AND YOU HOLLOWED OUT

TH!
RAQ BECAUSE You PID
BELIEVE IN amD5 !




