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New charges
dismissed
on drug case

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Levant woman is back to her
original legal status after her attor-
ney argued her casein court on Fri-
day.

Kimberly Anne Boardman, 33,
today completed aone-year proba-
tion and diversion for charges
whichstartedwith her arrest on Feb.
13, 2004.

After Thomas County Attorney
Andrea Wyrick earlier this year
filed new charges against Board-
man, Wyrick asked Magistrate
Judge Richard Ress to revoke her
diversion.

“All the new charges were dis-
missed, thereforethemotionto re-
voke the diversion was thrown out
and the diversion reinstated,”
Boardman’sattorney Todd Stramel
said Monday morning.

In 2004, Boardman was arrested
onburglary chargeswhichincluded
the theft of morphine, sulfatepills,
oxycodone, phenteramine, hy-
drocodone and endocet from three
separate homes.

Aspart of apleanegation, Board-
manwaived her rightstoaprelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded guilty to
one court of theft and one count of
possessing a depressant — both
being misdemeanor charges.

Ress, at that time, agreed to adi-
version for Boardman on seven of
11 charges dealing with burglary
and removing prescription drugs
from three separate homes.

At Friday’'s hearing, Stramel ar-
gued against thelatest chargesfiled

State argues

TOPEKA (AP) — The State
Board of Education couldn’t agree
Tuesday on whether to encourage
most Kansas school districts to
changehow they handlesex educa-
tion.

Five board members wanted to
recommend that districts require
studentsto obtain permissionfrom
aparent or guardian to participate
in sex education. Theother fivefa-
voredleavingsuchadecisiontothe
districts, most of whichassumestu-
dentswill participate unless a par-
ent objectsinwriting.

The issue arose during the state
board’ sregular monthly meetingas
it reviewed proposed health stan-

against Boardman. Ress, in ajour-
nal entry filed Friday afternoon,
said Wyrick did not prove her case
for thefour new charges stemming
back to incidents in March and
June.

In the first incident, Boardman
wasalleged to haveillegally taken
Carisoprodol, a schedule Il sub-
stance on Friday, June 3, from a
Colby resident. In the complaint,
Wyrick charged Boardman with
“permanently depriving the owner
of the narcotic prescription drug.”

In the second incident, on or
about Sunday, March 26, Board-
man was accused of “intentionally
obtaining control over stolen prop-
erty.” Thestolenproperty allegedto
have been taken wasButalbital, an
unschedul ed prescription drug of a
second Colby resident.

Stramel argued statements and
communications made by Board-
man to Court Service Officer Ann
Ogleshould besuppressed. Heal so
argued laboratory testsof hisclient
should be suppressed.

Ressagreed, sayinginthejournal
entry Wyrick bore the “burden of
proof” inthe case and “ based upon
lack of evidence” granted Stramel’s
motion to dismiss the second case
against Boardman.

The case was dismissed without
prejudice, which meansit could be
refiled at a later date should new
evidence surfaceto support it.

In asecond journal entry, Ress
reinstated Boardman's diversion
under itsoriginal termsand condi-
tions, which ended today.

curriculum

dards, which cover sex education.
The standards would be only rec-
ommendations to local school
boardsbecausethestatedoesn’t test
students on health, unlikereading,
math or science. But board member
ConnieMorris, aSt. FrancisRepub-
lican, said sheisinterested in mak-
ing the opt-in proposal a mandate,
perhaps by rewriting the board’s
regulationson how schoolsare ac-
credited. Conservativeshavea6-4
majority on the board, but one of
them, Kathy Martin, aClay Center
Republican, sided withtheboard's
lessconservativemembers, saying
shefavored|eavingthechoiceupto
local districts.

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor
Raymond Doswell, curator of
the Negro L eagues Basebal| Mu-
seuminKansasCity, wasthefirst
of fivelecturerstakingthestageat
Colby College as part of this
season’s Max Pickerill Lecture
Series.

Doswell’'s presentation on
Tuesday includedavideoanddis-
cussion on the history of the
league, the attitudes, events and
stereotypes spanning the period
from 1859 through 1955.

He spoke of thelynching riots,
poverty and reconstruction efforts
that would eventually shapeblack
people’scitizenship.

NameslikeBooker T. Washing-
tonandW.E.B. DuBoiswerealso
prominent in hel ping bring about
change.

Doswell said that Washington,
who was an educator in the late
19th century and who founded
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama,
urged blacks to concentrate on
economicgainsrather thanonthe
pursuit of social and political
equality withwhites.

Byron Whitford, a freshman at Colby Community College, along
with other baseball fans spoke with Raymond Doswell, curator
of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, follow-

Integration ends black leagues

Conversely, Du Bois, also a
teacher duringthat timeperiod, was
moreof a“radical” thinker onracial
questionsandwasthefounder of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.

DuBoiscriticized Washington’'s
position that blacks should accept
their inferior statusin American
society and accommodate white
people.

Asthe 20th century approached
and with the varying views, the
game of baseball was growing as
the number one spectator sport.

Doswell said many historians
believeblacksbecameinterestedin
basebal | after exposuretothegame
during the Civil War period (1861-
1865)

Not long after, thefirst so-called
major league appeared, Doswell
said, featuring Moses Fleetwood
Walker in 1884.

Astheyearscontinued, therewas
apush for theformation of leagues
and by 1920, under the guidance of
Andrew “Rube” Foster, the Negro
Baseball L eague wasformed.

Soon rival leagues formed in
Easternand Southern states, bring-
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ing his presentation at the Cultural Arts Center on the campus of
Colby College. Doswell was the first of five speakers during this
season’s Max Pickerill Lecture Series.

ingthethrillsandinnovativeplay of
black baseball to major urban cen-
ters and rural countrysidesin the
U.S,, Canada and Latin America,
Doswell said.

Hetalked about many of thebase-
ball players during the late 1800s
and into the mid 1950s. One of the
more charismatic players, he said,
was LeRoy “Satchel” Page who
earned hisnicknameby usingapole
on either side of his shouldersto
carry bagsfromthetrain stationin
Mobile, Ala.

Many saidthat Page*lookedlike
awalking satchel tree.”

Page, who was a pitcher, was so
good that after striking out player
after player, whowouldtell hisout-
fieldtoeither gotothedugout or sit
downby himwhilehestruck out all
theremaining batters.

“In 1959 and at the age of 55,
Satchel had three shut out innings
against the Boston Red Sox,” Dos-
well said.

In addition to the many great
baseball starsof thetime, Doswell
noted that Jackie Robinsonin 1947
was the first black person to play
baseball inthemajor leagues. Other
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great players included Happy
Chandler, Joe Black, John
“Buck” O’ Neil, Willie Mays,
Hank Aaron, Don Newcombe
andthelist goeson.

Black playersaso brought a
unique style to baseball with
their athleticabilitiesindiding,
stealing bases and compassion
for thegame.

“The last Negro League
teams folded in the early
1960s,” he said, “but their le-
gacy lives on through the sur-
viving players and the Negro
L eagues Basebal| Museum.”

Doswell encourages every-
onetovisit themuseum at 18th
Street and Vinein Kansas City.

Thenextlecturerintheseries
is Thomas Frank, author of
“What's the Matter With Kan-
sas,” on Tuesday, Oct. 11. Then
one week later, Kansas Gov.
Kathleen Sebeliuswill focuson
healthcarechallenges, Tuesday,
Oct. 18. Cathy Gordon, facilita-
tor, invitesanyoneinterested to
attend one or more of the re-
maining lectures. Thereis no
chargefor admission.

Colby family history project turns into book

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press T.‘(,I

A family history project turned 1
into something more for a pair of = o b
siblingswho grew upin Colby. B iy

Ray Imhof of Colby and hissis- -9 3
ter, Doris Doris M. Johnson, of . -
Burlington, Kan. had their first
book come out this summer. f

Thebook isacompilation of the
storiestheir mother, Esther Imhof, R. Imhoff D.Johnson
wroteof her earliest yearsgrowing
up in Thomas County. family’shistory.

“As| Remember It, AMemoir  She said Esther’s grandchildren
Told by Esther Imhof” isthename  always asked about the storiesand

of the book.

“Weputittogether and compiled
all these short stories she wrote
about lifeonthefarm,” Imhof said.

BorninNebraska, Esther and her
family eventually moved to Tho-
mas County where shewas rai sed.

Esther was the oldest of three
childrenand al so had many cousins
her own age who were playmates.
Many of the stories are about her
memories of those times — play-
ing, lifeonthefarm, family, grow-
ing up, the hardships experienced
but also the good times and bonds
between neighbors.

Johnson said her brother has al-
ways had an interest in geneal ogy,
and hesaid hehasaninterestinlo-
cal history and preserving his

when the rest of the family and
friends found out they were doing
abook, interest kept growing.

“Well, we' ve come this far we
might as well publish it,” Imhof
said.

Thebiggest difficulty they hadto
overcome was the fact they live at
opposite ends of the state.

They wantedto get thebook done
inabout ayear butittook almosttwo
withrevisionsand other delays.

In the 1980s, Imhof encouraged
his mother to write everything
down.

Healsogot her ataperecorder so
she could maketapes.

However, instead of just dictat-
ing everything, Johnson said she
firstwroteit down then recorded it

assheread it aloud.

They still have her tapes, which
hel ped during the book process.

“That wasagreat assetinputting
thisall together,” he said.

The book’s title was even in-
spired by Esther’swriting.

The two said a common occur-
renceinherwritingwerethewords
“1 remember” or “asl remember it”
because she would start writing
something, put it away and resume
later, usually backtrackingabitand
using those phrasesto start off.

Johnson said one favorite story
was about thetime her mother was
snakebittenasayounggirl. Shesaid
Esther told her ownmotheritwasa
bull snake bite so she wouldn’t
worry, but it was actually arattle
snake hite.

Inlater years, Esther regaled her
grandchildren with the tale, even
showing them the scar on her leg.

Johnson said the book also in-
cludesillustrationsandfamily pho-
tos. Imhof got many of the pictures
ready for the book, along with do-
ing much of thelayout.

They’'re already planning a se-
quel and Johnson has already
started oniit.

It will include their mother’s
teenageyears.

The two said they had fun with

the project and would encourage
othersto do the same.

“Maybe it will get more people
interested in writing their family
histories,” Johnsonsaid.“ Everyone
hasinteresting stories.”

Imhof added hisown two cents.

“If wecandoit, anyonecan,” he
said.

They added their other brother
and sister were happy they decided
totackletheproject.

They think their mother wouldbe
too.

“I think she would have been
quite proud of the work we did,”
Imhof said.

Thebook isavailablelocally and
the two have already done some
promotion and planto do more.

Thetwo did abook signing Cel-
ebration on the High Plains Satur-
day, Sept. 10.

OnWednesday, Oct. 5, they will
bethefeatured speakersat “ Booked
for Lunch” at noon at Pioneer Me-
morial Library in Colby.

The book is available at the gift
shopsat the Prairie Museum of Art
and History in Colby and the High
Plains Museum in Goodland,
Johnson said.

It's also available online at the
publisher’sWeb site, http://www.-
trafford.com
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Thomas County Clerk Shelly Harms had the chance to see
what electronic voting was like, along with other county and
deputy clerks from northwest Kansas Tuesday at the Colby
Community Building. Bob Morris and Barb Kinzer of Voting
Technologies International demonstrated touch screenvoting
technology for the clerks. It's been mandated that Kansas
counties get voting machines that are American Disabilities
Act compliant. The touch screen method is just one of the
possibilities looked at here in Thomas County, Harms said.
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