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Private sector
better than FEMA

A telling comment the other day: In areport on how Hurricane
Katrina evacuees were faring, the speaker noted that “FEMA has
turned careof therefugeesover totheRed Cross, andthingsarestart-
ing to happen.”

Imaginethat.

Government falters. Privatecharity hasto stepinand makesense
out of the situation.

Time after time, people are saying, “ The government has let us
down. The government hasfailed.”

Troops take days to move because governors and colonels need
to sign paperwork. A Red Cross convoy is turned around because
city officialsare not ready to supervisethem.

Michael Brown, thedeposed disaster chief, tryingtoexplainwhy
hefailedtohelp peopleat theNew OrleansConvention Center: “No
onetold methey werethere.”

Thelist goeson.

Of course, theresponsewill be, “Weneed better |eaders. Weneed
to spend more money.”

Asif doing more of the sameisthe answer.

Instead, maybeweneedtotakeal ook at how wehandledisasters.

FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, hasproven
it can’'t manage anything, certainly not amajor disaster.

Theagency isrunby political hacksand petty bureaucrats. It'snot
capable.

That’s not saying that al government agencies areincompetent.
Our military has aquatinted itself well on this mission: The Coast
Guard, National Guard and theregular Army, all topnotch, despite
the old saw about “ military efficiency.” These units are competent
and capable. They are pretty muchinchargenow. TheArmy may be
bureaucratic in peace, but under fire, it'sadifferent story.

The Corpsof Engineerswarned that the levies needed work.

Listen to Mayor Ray Nagin blaming the fedsfor hiscity’s prob-
lems.

Contrast his bleeping performance with Rudy Giuliani in New
York just four years ago.

Contrast hiscity’sfeeble, unstructured responsewithNew York's.

New Orleans, and Louisiana, may be facing their own crisis of
leadership.

Sincewhen isit the federal government’sjob to get them ready
for alocal disaster?

When thisis said and done, we need to rebuild our posture for
handling the next disaster, at the hands of Mother Nature or some
terrorist sect.

Maybe we ought to give the Red Cross alot more say, and the
political hacks and bureaucrats alot less. Maybe we should scrap
theFEM A bureaucracy and buildlean, mobileleadershipteamswith
good communi cations and decision- making ability, ready to move
at amoment’s notice.

That'snot all theanswer. Thisisnot just afederal problem. Every
state and every city should be ready for the next disaster — fire,
mudslide, tornado, bombing, hurricane or earthquake.

Every state, every city should have trained people ready to take
over and plansfor how to proceed. Then it won't matter so muchiif
the feds areincompetent.

Thereal question, though, is*“Why arewe surprised?’

It'sthe government, after all. They’re hereto help.

— Steve Haynes

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.
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Canine pal worth two dollars more

My dog isworth two dollars more this week
than shewas|ast week.

Knee-deep in multi-tasking, | failed to notice
some cash had slipped from my desk. | discov-
ered thiswhen | got up from my desk and found
what appeared to asingle bill in shreds. After
retrievingthemoney, | becomeawareit had been
Katie'smorning snack. | was certain of the fact
evidenced by the cold, wet slobbery feeling of
the now slick hill.

Thinking | could retain some of its value, |
carefully placed the two somewhat larger sec-
tionsof thebill, alongwiththetiny chunksintoa
small plastic bag.

While on my daily trip to the post office, |
slipped by thebank and asked it thebill could be
salvaged. It was after careful inspection by one
of theclerksdid| find out Katie's snack had in-
deed beentwo dollar bills.

Parts of two different serial numbersled the
clerktomakethisobservation. However theclerk
obviously did not hear mesay | thought thebills
had been munched on by my dog. | knew thisby
her comment that if | happened to find the re-
mainder of thebillsl couldreturntothebank and
for asecond timeattempt to salvagetheir value.

Two clerks who had been standing in close
proximity of the teller waiting on me made it
quite clear they had heard me say Katiewasthe
suspect of thedamage. | knew thisby their laugh-
ter when they heard my reply the first clerk’s
comment about bringinginany moreof thebills
| might find.

“Doyouevenwant them after they gothrough
acompleterecyclingprocess?’ | asked.” 1’ msure
everythingwill comeout intheend.”

Jan Katz
_ ‘ Ackerman
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Speaking of Katie, she'sruinedmy life. Well,
maybe that’s too harsh, but she's at |east com-
plicated my life.

I’veraised Katieasakennel pup, theprocess
of having a dog in akennel for transportation
purposesand night-timehousing ones. All goes
well in that aspect of the lifestyle, but it's the
separation anxiety we both go through at the
thought of being apart.

For instance, Katie goes everywhere | go.
Unlessit’'sunbearably hot, she'strainedtotravel
with me on interviews for work, shopping for
necessities, or simply traveling with my hus-
band.

Other than my husband, K atie’'s become my
best friend. And sheknowsit. So here’ sthe part
of why she's ruined my life —no, | must keep
telling myself complicated. Hubby and | want
to attend the Kansas State Fair one day during
itsrunning, andyou can’t takepetsontothefair-
grounds.

Okay, since Katie's ahouse dog, not an out-
door one, | plan for apet-sitter, right? Indeed.

| arrangefor afriendto cometothehouseand
make sure K atie haswater throughout the day.

And to make sure she gets lunch and dinner
whilewearegone. All thewhilein my mind |
do realize Katie’s only a dog, and | sure
wouldn’t want to wrack up thousands of dol-
lars (minus $2 she ate) for heroic measurestc
saveherintheevent of acatastrophicevent, so
| evengosofar astoleavea“ Do Not Resusci-
tate Order” with my friend in case Katie gets
away and hasanaccident callingfor arushtoe
nearby veterinary clinic.

Butthen| begintothink that thefair trip day
would mean some 12 to 14 hours of Katie be-
ing outsideall alone.

She' dfeel abandoned.

| couldn’t bear the thought.

Then, into my mind pops the thought that
high school classmate married aveterinarian.
Yes, Katiewasrescued (or wasit mewho was
rescued) from separation anxiety.

A quick phonecall totheclassmate’ smother
who gtill livesin our hometown, and low and
behold | wasonthetrail of avet clinicto board
Katiefor thefair trip excursion.

Another quick phone call and we were set.
Three hours drive time to Hutchinson, a brief
stop by the clinic, and off to the state fair we
go. Whew, what relief. AndsinceK atie’' safan-
tastictraveler, I’ m once again sureeverything
will come out okay intheend.

On a serious note, please keep America’s
soldiers, government official s, and evacueesin
your thoughtsand prayers. And, picking up on
my former boss’ input, don’t forget toinclude
the“ C” word inyour lifethisweekend.

God BlessAmerical

Kansans get look at how money spent

Thisweek, Kansansaregettingafirst glimpse
of how much bang for the buck they receivefor
the money they invest to support their local
schools. It'sabout time.

For all the talk about funding education in
Kansas, we've never assessed how well our
school districts spend our money. So | posed a
simplequestion: What kind of return do Kansas
taxpayersget ontheir largeand growinginvest-
ment in our public schools?

To provide an answer, in 2004 | asked the
L egislature to finance an independent assess-
ment of education spending across the state.
When thelawmakersrefused, | contacted Kan-
sas City’s Kauffman Foundation, and it has
funded aStandard and Poor’ sreview of how well
Kansasschool districtsusethemoney provided
by state and local taxpayers.

Theinitial S& Preport, out thisweek, identi-
fies 16 Kansas school districts as “highly re-
source effective” —that is, they get the best re-
sultsfor themoney they invest. Thisrepresents
an important first step in understanding what
works best and where every Kansas school can
improve.

Kathleen
Sebelius

® Governor
of Kansas

Over the next two months, S& P will closely
analyze four specific school districts, which
should give us an even better idea of how to
make the most of our tax dollars.

AlthoughtheS& Panalysisisimportant onits
own, it also demonstrates how Kansasgovern-
ment, on my watch, hasemphasized and reem-
phasized the need for accountability in every
department and agency. This attention to ac-
countability and efficiency has already saved
taxpayersamost $1 billion.

As President Harry Truman famously ob-
served, “Thebuck stopshere.” That'swhat ac-
countability isall about: taking clear responsi-

bility for our actionsas publicfigures.

When the accountability resultsfor all Kan-
sas districts are released later this year, some
superintendents may well be upset. But even
good schools can improve, and all schools -
every oneof them—canoperatemoreefficiently.

AsTopekaCapital-Journal putitthisweek, in
an editorial praising pay raises for teachers,
“Now the accountability ball will bounceinto
the schools' court. Kansans have aright to ex-
pect better student academic achievement in
return for the extradollarsflowing into school
district coffers.”

That’sright. We need to set our expectations
high—not only for improving student achieve-
ment, but al soinmaking sureall school suseour
money wisely. Holding school districtsaccount-
able ensures all Kansas students will have the
best possibleopportunity tosucceedintheclass-
room and throughout their lives.

And nothing canbemoreimportant thanthat.
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Thepreceding columnwaswritten by Kansas

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

About those letters. . .

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject letters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive
or libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. L ettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby
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