CoLay

X

PRESS

Thursday —

September 15, 2005

>0¢

Volume 116, Number 146
Serving Thomas County since 1888

By Tisha Cox

David Orth, mobile unit assistant with the American Red Cross, readied pints of blood for ship-
ment at a blood drive held Wednesday at the Colby Community Building. Organizers said the
drive exceeded expectations. Another drive is planned for January.

More than 150_ units
Blood drive exceeds goal

of walk-instoany onecause, but suggestedit could

co-chair Jo Cheney.

“Itwasagood day,” shesaid.

notable.

areawayswelcome.”
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A “success.” That'swhat organizers are calling

theAmerican Red Crossblood drive held Wednes-
day at the Colby Community Building.

“Thisblood drivewasfantasticinall areas,” said

They met their goal of 150 units donated, and
ended upwith 151 viableunitsfrom 163 peopl e. Of
those, 12 people werefirst-tine donors.

Cheney said makingtheir goal wasimportant, but
thenumber of walk-ins, first-timersand peoplewho
kept their appointments was what made thisdrive

“The12first-timedonorsisaboveaverage,” she
said. “The number of walk-inswashuge. Walk-ins

Shesaid shereally couldn’t attributethe number

drive.

volunteers.

ful.”

drive.

bebecause many sometimescomeinwhenit’scon-
venient instead of making an appointment.
Therewere 146 appointmentsmadefor theblood

Cheney said she and co-chair Jackie Stephens
were also pleased with the help they received from

“The volunteers were great,” Cheney said.
“Thanksto all who helped with registration, by es-
corting, inthe canteen or unl oading and loading the
truck. It takesusall to make ablood drive success-

Thenext Red Crossblood drivewill befromnoon
to 6 p.m. on Jan. 18 at the Community Building.

Cheney saidthe Colby Community Collegenurs-
ing department will be holding their own drive be-
tween now and then if peoplewant to donateto that
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Fall harvest begins;
farmers face dilemma

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

Fall harvest hasalready begunin
Thomas County. Some farmers
have cut their crops that didn’'t do
well because of hot, dry weather
earlier this summer, said Brian
Olson, extension agronomist for
northwest Kansasat the Northwest
Research-Extension Center.

But harvest won't be into full
swing for at least another few
weeks.

“You'll seecornbeing harvested
here and there around the area,”
Olson said.

Overthenextfew weeks, hesaid,
farmers will have a dilemma —

havingto choosebetween harvest-
ingtheir fall cropor plantingwheat.

Olson said most farmers will
have something to harvest.

Hesaid thefiel dsthat missed out
onrainwill havelow or noyields.

On dryland corn, Olson said
somefarmerscould haveyieldsup
to 100-120 bushels an acre. Irri-
gated corn should have “fairly de-
centyields’ also, hesaid, if it polli-
nated beforevery hot weather at the
end of July and beginning of Au-
gust.

“Guys are pleased with what
they’re seeing out there,” Olson
said.

Somecornyieldshavebeeninthe
10-20bushel rangeand hasalready
been cut for silage.

Other cropsshouldfarerelatively
well, hesaid.

Most of the dryland sorghum
should be cut, Olson said, along
with most of the dryland sunflow-
ersin the area. Sunflower yields
could range from 500 to 1,500 or
2,000 pounds per acre.

Irrigated soybeansshouldalsodo
“fine.”

Around the sametimeasharvest
should start, wheat drilling will
commence. Hesaid raininthenext
few dayswould help soil moisture
whenthecropgoesin. Olsonadded
if farmersdidn’t work their ground
too much between harvest thissum-
mer and now, they should have
some soil moistureintact.

Another advantage for farmers
right now isslowly decreasing fuel
prices. “That will be agood thing
for farming,” Olson said.

It’salso been rumored that there
will be transportation problems
with moving grain after harvest
becaus of Hurricane Katrina.

Jeff Mettlen, manager of ADM
Collingwood Grain Inc. in Brew-
ster, saidthey should start takingin
graininacouple of weeks.

Healsosaidthey aren’ t anti cipat-
ingany transport problemsbecause
of HurricaneKatrina.

Colby defense attorney
authors handbook chapter

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Colby attorney has been cho-
sen to author one of the state’'s
criminal handbooks used by attor-
neysand judges.

Todd Stramel is one of three at-
torneyswest of Salinaasked by the
Kansas Bar Association to update
the Kansas Criminal Law Hand-
book.

Published by the association,
Stramel isoneof 28 attorneysstate-
wide hel ping with the updated edi-
tion due out next spring.

“The Kansas Criminal Law
Handbook is being completely re-
visedanditwill probably berevised
on an annual basis after that,”
Stramel said on Wednesday after-
noon.

A Colby native, Stramel gradu-
ated from Colby High School in
1989. He graduated from Kansas
State University in 1993, and went
onto Washburn University to earn
alaw degreein 1996.

“1"ve always liked Colby and |
like being involved in agriculture
and the family farm.

And, I’vealwayswantedtobein
businessfor myself,” Stramel said.

Prior to returningto Colby, Stra-
mel wasinprivatepracticeinHays,
and was a prosecutor for the 18th
Judicial Districtin Sedgwick Coun-
ty beforethat.

Authoring the chapter called
Commencement of Prosecution
and the District Court; Stramel
started the task in April 2003, and
at thetime submitted afirst draft.

“The chapter covers alot of the

My clients hire me to get them off and
Ido everything within my ability to make that
happen, always staying within the ethical pa-

rameters of the law.”

Rod Eisenbise,
chapter president

procedural aspectsthat areinvolved
inacriminal case,” hesaid.

“My deadline to have it to the
editor wasAugust 1, and the editor
isreviewing it and will be submit-
tingittothepublisherlater thisyear
or early next year.”

Stramel’ swork on the handbook
isstrictly doneonavolunteer basis.

“Basicallyit'stimel donatetothe
Kansas Bar Association,” Stramel
said.

“Lawyersand judges consider it
anhonor tobeasked by theassocia-
tiontoauthor achapter of thehand-
book sothere’ sno chargefor doing
it.”

Stramel saidfindingtimetowrite
thechapter washislargest obstacle.

“Themost challenging aspect of
it was finding timeto do it. It's
pretty time intensive and | stay
pretty busy with my caseload. And
toaddtothetopof itwaspretty chal-
lenging.” Stramel said. Besides
Stramel’slaw practiceresponsibili-
ties, he and hiswife, Melissa, had
their second child during the writ-
ing process.

Besides their newborn, Anna,

born June 15, the couple hasason,
Nathan. “Wehavetwo under two,”
Stramel said of theagesof hischil-
dren. Inpracticenow for nineyears,
Stramel said hiswork on the chap-
ter has been very rewarding.

“Themost rewarding part of itis
just thefact of being recognized by
theKansasBar A ssociation ashav-
ing the expertise to be a contribut-
ing author,” Stramel said.

Now strictly a defense attorney,
Stramel said he’sglad to have seen
both sides of the courtroom in his
career.

“It was an easy transition for me
because | think it's alot easier to
defend criminal casesif you have
experiencein prosecution of crimi-
nal cases.

“My clients hire meto get them
off and | do everything within my
ability tomakethat happen, always
staying within the ethical param-
etersof thelaw,” Stramel said.

Pleased to be practicing law in
Colby, Stramel said hehasno plans
to makesignificant changeswithin
hisfirm. “1 plan to just keep doing
what I’'mdoing,” hesaid.

Retired couple continue Habitat for Humanity adventure

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Twoyearsago, imand Gayonna
McDonald of Colby traded their
computers at the post office for
hammers on construction sites.

It all started when they bought a
motor home, retiredfromthe Col by
Post Office in 2003 and began
thinkingof what they would dowith
their freetime.

The couple said they wanted to
travel around the country visiting
family, seeing new placesand hel p-
ing otherspart of thetimeand then
returning to Colby at other timesto
livein their home north of town.

“Whenwefinancially figured out
where we were, though, it wasn't
possible for us to keep both our
house and the motor home,” Jim
said.

Given the choice, they ended up
selling the house, keeping the mo-
tor home and traveling with Habi-
tat for Humanity.

For both Jim and Gayonna, the
experiences have been enjoyable.

“We have met so many interest-
ing people from all different de-
nominations,” Gayonnasaid, “and

J,McDonald G.McDonald

Jimand | have seen alot of places
whilehelping othersout inthepro-
cess.”

They completed three “builds’
last year and are back on the road
today beginning their next seriesof
adventures with the Habitat for
Humanity group— stoppingfirstin
Arkansastovisittheir childrenand
other family members.

“Thisisyear two for uswiththe
group,” Jimsaid, addingthat hehas
worked with church groupsin the
past and wanted to do somethingto
stay busy in retirement while serv-
ing othersin need.

The mission of Habitat for Hu-
manity isin providing affordable
housingfor peopleinneed andthus
fulfilling their dream of becoming

el

Gayonna (farright) and Jim McDonald of Colby worked on a house

for Habitat for Humanity recently.

homeowners.

Through the help of volunteers,
liketheM cDonal ds, sel ected fami-
lies can purchase ahome for about
60 percent of itsvalueandwith zero
interest often resultingin payments
that arelower thanthefamily’spre-
viousrent.

“These houses areright up there
withsomeof thebest builders,” Jim
said about the quality.

Even though somemay not have
alot of construction experience, it

doesn’'t takelong to learn.

“Gayonnahasput enoughsiding
on the three houses we did last
year,” Jimsaid, “ that shewasteach-
ing other ladieshow todoit.”

Asfor Jim, he said heiswilling
todojust about anything aslongas
itisn't working up high like on a
roof.

He haslearned to follow ablue-
print and along with maybe8to 14
other peopleat any givenproject, he
and Gayonna both have learned to

build a house from the foundation
up— completewithinstallingelec-
trical wiring and plumbing.

It all depends on the Habitat for
Humanity affiliate asto whether or
not codes require certified electri-
cians, plumbers, etc. to do certain
work.

The couplereturned to Colby in
May to get rid of itemsthey had in
storage, sell arental house they
ownedandvisit Gayonna smother,
DorisVoisin.

Last year, Gayonna said they
traveled to Greenwood, S.C.; Siler
City, N.C. and Richmond, Ind.

Whenthey weren'tworkingona
house, they stayed in their motor
home, alongwith other motor home
campers on the project. In Siler
City, they were parked on aretired
horse ranch farm with about 80
horses spending their remaining
years in retirement. Some were
lame, someretired fromracingand
one horse had been there for 27
years.

InRichmond, Ind., they stayedon
a Christian school campus for
troubledyouththat wasl ocated half
in Ohio and half in Indiana.

After the couple visitsfamily in
Kansas and Arkansas during the
next coupleof weeks, they will then
head to Jackson, Miss. whereother
“Care-A-Vanners” in recreationa
vehicleswill be gathering for new
assignments.

One of their next big projects,
Gayonnasaid, will bethe“homein
abox” building project for theHur-
ricaneKatrinavictimsbeginning at
the end of September.

Knownas" Operation HomeDe-
livery,” people like Jim and
Gayonnawill beamong thefirst t
take part in this pilot project with
Habitat for Humanity.

“1 enjoy what wearedoing,” said
Gayonna, whowasbornand rai se
in Colby. “In my own mind,” said
Jim, “I never could see me retireg
— | figured | would still be doing
thesamejobinmy 80s.”

And asfor their decision to pick
up stakes and move around the
country hel ping others— they both
agreed it has been good for them.

For thosewantingto getintouch
with theMcDonalds or learn more
about Habitat for Humanity, email
them at: colbypm@yahoo.com
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